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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Monday^ 22nd August, 1938. 


The Assembly met hi the Assembly C^hamber at Eleven of the Clock, 
Mr. rresid(‘nt (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) in the Chair. 


MEMBERS SWORN. 

Mr. Subimal Butt, M.L.A. (Government of India : Nominated 
Oliicial) ; and 

Mr. Yeshwant Narayan Sukthankar, M.L.A. (Government ot* India : 
Nominated Oiiicial). 


STARRED QI^ESTIONS AND ANSWERS, 
(a) Oral Answbks. 


1802 «'-- 332 ^ 

Revised Pension Rules eor Inferior Servants in the Posts and 
Teleuraphs Department. 

3o2A. ^Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Ohettiar : Will the HonourabJe the 
Finance Member state : 

('a) whether they have issued revLed rules for pensions for 
inferior servants in the Posts and Telegraphs Department ; 
and 

(b) what is the maximum payable under the new rules ? 

The Honourable Sir James Origg : (a) and (b). I would refer the 
Honourable Member to the Finance Department Notification No. F.-6 
f48)-R.*J 11133, dated the 19th of Marcli, 1936, in the Government of India 
Gazette, dated the 21st March, 1936, a copy of which is in the Library 
of the House. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam C^hettiar ; May I know whether Govern- 
ment made a promise some time back that they will reconsider the rules 
about these pensions and give increments in these pensions ? 

1 These questions, which were on the Order Paper for the 18th August, 1938, have 
lapsed, the meeting fixed for that date having been cancselled. 
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The Honoiarable Sir James Grigg : The Honourable Member cannot 
have been aware of the answer which 1 gave a few clays ago to Mr. Joshi 
in which I said : 

Tlio ib'visecl jjcusioiL lules ^VG^e issued iii iind.^ in my vieWj it is still too 

earlj to undeitakc fmy turtliei re\isiou. " 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Ohettiar : May I know whether, after 
this revision of rules in 1986, a promise 'was not made on the floor of 
this House that Government would reconsider the question ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg ; 1 think the Honourable Member, 
if he will refer to the alleged promise, will see that it is not in the least 
inconsistent with what I said on the 10th August. 

Prof. N, G. Eanga : What is the saving ejected by this revision ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : The revised scales involved an 
increased expenditure. They involve an improvement in the pension 
scales. 

Mr, S. Satyamurti : May 1 know whether the maximum is only 
Es. 4 a month 1 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : 1 think the Honourable Member 
is wrong. My recollection is that it was increased from Es. 6 to Es. 8, 

Efebct of the Enhanced Excise Duty on the Sugah Industry. 

333. *Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Ohettiar : Will the Honourable the 
Finance Member state : 

(a) whether they have examined the effect of the enhanced excise 

duty on tlie sugar industry ; 

(b) whether the production of sugar has gone down since the 

imposition of the duty ; 

(c) whether the Governments of Bihar and the United Provinces 

have represented that it should be reduced ; and 

(cl) whether Government have considered their represeiuauons 

and come to a decision in the matter ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg ; (a) and (b). It is impossible 
to examine the effect of the enhanced excise duty in isolation. Accord- 
ing to the latest estimates of production there was some decline in the 
year 1937-38 but whether this was due to the increase of duty, or to 
excessive stocks causod by the previous over-production, or to the 
decreased demand which naturally follows a set-back in trade or to any 
otlier cause or to o combination of any or all of these causes I cannot 
say. 

(c) I have a recollection, of having seen in the Press that both 
Governments had made representations in this sense to the TarifiP Board. 

(d) It is not the practice of the Government of India to announce 
in advance their intentions in iaxatioii matters. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Ohettiar : May I know whether Govern- 
ment review from time to time the effect of the imposition of anv duties 
on the industries of the country ? 
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The Honourable Sir James Grigg : Yes. The Honourable Member 
will have noticed that the price oi sugar is now between one and two 
rupees, if not two rupees, higher than it was at the time of the imposition, 
and that already the consuming and mercantile interests are complain- 
ing about the rise in prices. 

Mr. Manu Subedar : In connection with clauses (a) and (b) of the 
question, may 1 know whether the Tarift* Board have examined the 
effects and the figures which are asked for in those clauses ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : The Honourable Member must 
be aware that Government have not yet published the Tariff Board 
report and until they do they do not disclose it in detail. 

Mr. Manu Subedar ; When do Government propose to publish the 
Tariff Board report f 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : That question had better be 
addressed to the Commerce Department. 

Mr. K. Santhanam : May I know whether it is a matter of satisfac- 
tion or of concern to Government that the production of sugar has gone 
down ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : That would be an expression of 
opinion. 

Mr. S, Satyamurci : In view of the answer to clause (a) and in view 
of the public importance of assessing the effects of these excise duties, 
will the Honourable Member consult his Economic Adviser before he 
gives up the task of assessing the effects of the imposition of the excise 
duty on the industry ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : 1 will consider that suggestion, 
but I would like to inform the Honourable Member once more that one 
effect, or, at any rate, the sequel of the imposition of the excise duty 
was that sugar manufacturers are now getting about Rs. 1-8-0 a maund 
more for their sugar, 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I remind the Honourable Member of the 
danger of following the maxim, Post hoc ergo proofer hoc f 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : Certainly, and that is why my 
answer to parts (a) and (b) was extremely cautious. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga : Is It a fact that sugar-cane producers are 
getting just as much more as the sugar manufacturers f 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I have made no calculation of 
the compara+ive effect nf tlie increase on the prices of sugar and sugar- 
cane. 

Mr. K. Santhanam : May T know if, with the imposition of the excise 
duty, it was the expectation of the Honourable Member that the price 
of sugar would rise so much ? 

^ The Honourable Sir James Grigg : If T ever entertained any expec- 
tations, T am extremely cautious about communicating them to Honour- 
able Members either in advance or in arrear. 

X278LAD a2 
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Mr. Manu Subedar ; Has the attention of the Honourable Member 
been dra’vra to the statement of the Chief Minister of the United Pro- 
vinces saying that it is very desirable that sugar prices should be brought 
down ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grrigg : Yes. 

* -C # ^ ^-j 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : There cannot be 
any argument over this. 

Mr, Manu Subedar : The Honourable Member is making an insinua- 
tion that I have got mixed up, whereas it is the Honourable Slember him- 
self who has got mixed up considerably. He is talking economic heresies. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) *. That matter 
cannot be discussed. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Is my Honourable friend’s uncommunicative- 
ness about the-^ie expectations either in advance or in arrears due to the 
fact that almost all his expectations go wrong ? 

Mr. President (The ilonrurable Sir Abdur Rahim) : That need not 
be answered. 


Customs Collection in the French Ports adjoining British India. 

334. ’^Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Obettiar ; Will the Honourable the 
Finance Member state : 

uO whether there is a difference in the method of customs col- 
ledion in the various French ports adjoining British 
India ; 

(b) if so, what is the difference ; and 

(c) whether Government have considered the advisability of 

negotiating with the French Government and evolving an 
arrangement by wliicli imports can be taxed in the French 
ports, allowing a rebate on goods which might be for con- 
sumption within French territory ? 

Mr, A. H. Lloyd : (a) and (b). Government have no information. 

(cj Yos. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti ; Will the Honourable Member take some steps 
to collect information, in view of the importance of the matter ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd ; I do not think that there is any very great 
importance in the differences [hat may exist between the methods of 
customs colleotion in^ differeni French ports. What matters to us is to 
stop goods from coming into Brilish India without paying our duty. 

thi 8^4 of Legislative 
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Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Ohettiar : WliaL is tlie meanin« of liis 
answer to clause (c) V 

Lloyd . I meant that the answer was in the affirmative. 
Or, It I may elaborate it slightly, that negotiations were conducted in the 
years 1922 and 1923 but came to nothing. 

3V[r. r, S. Avinashilingam Chettiar ; But are they being conducted 
now V o 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : No, Sir. 

Sfr. K. Santhanam : May I know whether Government are aware 
that in the present method of checking smuggling between the French 
boundary and Britisli territory, there is a great deal of harassment to 
bona fide passengers ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : I hesitate to use the word “ harassment but 
anybody crossing the customs frontier must necessarily be subjected to 
a certain amonnt of inconvenience. 

Mr. K. Santhanam : I was not talking of crossing the boundary, 
but of coming into British territory by the side of the boundary. 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : Yes. if they have to pass the customs frontier. 

Mr. K. Santhanam : Near Mayavaram and Negapatam even passen- 
gers who have not to cross the boundary are subjected to hardship. T 
was myself subjected to hardship and harassment 

Mir. A. H. Lloyd : I suppose it was close to the frontier. 

Bfc. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : May I linow the reasons why the 
net' otiat ions broke down ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : lam afraid I am not in a position to disclose that. 

Mr, S. Satyamurti : In view of 16 years having elapsed since then, 
is it not time enough even for ihe Government of India to consider the 
resumption of those negotiations, sneeially in view of the prima facie 
soundness of the suggestion contained in clause (c) T 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : I do not think it is any use ourselves taking up 
this ‘(ueslion again unless there is some indication from the other side 
that it is likely to lead to successful results. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : May 1 know if this arrangement 
is obtaining in any of these French or other territories ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : I do not understand which arrangement the 
Honourable Memb<=»r is referring to. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar : The arrangement which is sug- 
geslod in clause (<*) of the question. 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : No : I said the necroliations conducted in 1923 
broke down. 
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Seth Govincl D‘is : M«iy 1 nuiko a i^onvcliou in tnits question ’ I 
llj* Deputy Ik-utolpnl Ir nuuaatit.ii Oitieer ? 

The Honourablo Mi’. E. M. Maxwell : 1 am airaul i ^vould re<iuire 
Iresh iiuiiee in that ease. 

Seth Go\ind Das : All lijrht. Will the lloiiourable ^Member then 
reply to tlu* 4 ue‘'lion as it is, u , with reuard to the Assistant iiiiorma- 
tiou (Hheer ? 

Oreatiox of a Post of Assistant Information Officer in the Public 

iNrORMATlON BUREAU. 

335. *Seth Govind Das : Will the lionourable the Home Member 
please slate : 

(a) whether it is a fact that the post of an Assistant Informa- 

tion Officer has been created in the Public Information 
Bureau ; 

(b) the salary and other emoluments involved thereby ; 

(,e) the reason for the creation of this post ; 

(d) whether any provision was made in the last budget for the 

post ; 

(e) the amount annually spent on the salary and emoluments of 

the officers of the Public Information Bureau ; 

(£) whether Government propose bringing forward this matter 
before the House before the post is finally filled up ; and 

(g) whether Government have advertised the post, or they intend 
recruiting a man direct from England, and the method by 
which they intend filling up the post ? 

The Honourable Mr. E. M. Maxwell : (a) Yes, but it has not yet 
been filled. 

(b) The pay of the post is Rs. 400 — 20 — 500 — 25 — 600. 

(c) The post was created as part of the reorganisation scheme : and 
particularly to enable the Bureau to meet the needs of representatives of 
the Press. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) I would invite the attention of the Honourable Member to the 
Budget Estimates of the Central Government under the Head Home 
Department — ^Bureau of Public Information 

(f) No. 

(g) Recruitment to the post is being made through the Federal 
Public Service Commission. 

Seth Govind Das : Is it a fact that a European is going to be 
appointed to this post f 
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The Honourable Mr. R. M. Maxwell : Recruitment is being made by 
the i’eidoral Public Service Commission and no selection has yet been 
made. 

Seth Govind Das : Will a chance be given to an Indian for this post. 

The Honourable Mr. R. M« Maxwell : Certainly ; chances will be 
given to all sorts of candidates. 

Seth Crovind Das ; Is it a fact that it has been said that MO over- 
seas allowance would be paid for this post, if anybody is recruited from 
outside ? 

The Honourable Mir. R. M. Maxwell : Not for the Assistant Informa- 
tion Officer. 

Seth Govind Das ; Is it a fact that the age limit has been reduced 
for this post to 35 ? 

The Honourable Mr. R. M. Maxwell : I cannot tell the Honourable 
Member from recollection what the age limit is. 

Ifflr, Lalchand Navalrai : May I know if the advertisement for this 
post says that it is for Indians and Europeans or will the place be ear- 
marked for Europeans ? 

The Honourable Mr. R. M. Maxwell ; No place is earmarked for a 
European. 


Filling up op certain Posts op Oppicebs in the Public Inpormation 

Bureau. 


336. "Seth Govind Das : Will tbe Honourable the Home Member 
please state : 

(a) whether it is a fact that Mr. Philips and Dr. Jafri of the 
Public fnformalion Bureau contemplate giving up their 
jobs in the Bureau ; 

''b') whether it is the intention of Government to appoint these 
officers from among experienced journalists ; 


(a) whether Governmenl are prepared to give an undertaking to 
fill up Ihese posts llirough the Public Service Commission ; 

and 


f<\) if not, why not ? 

The HoBOnrable Mr. E. M. Maxwell : (a) Messr-s. Jafri and Philips 
have both vacated the posts held by them in the Bureau of Public In- 
formation. 

fb), (c) and {d). The post vacated by Mr. Philips has alrea^ 
been filled by an experienced jonmaliat. It was not necessary to con- 
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suit tlie Federal Public Service Commibsion in this case but the post was 
advertised in the Press. Khan Pahadur Jalri s successor is being re- 
cruited through the Commission. 

Seth Gk)vind Das : Who has filled up the post of Mr. Philips 1 

The Honourable Mr. E. M, Maxwell : Mr. Eafique ? 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I know who made the selection if not 
the Public Service Commission ? 

The Honourable Mr. R. M. Maxwell : I have just said lhat it was 
advertised in the press and it was recruited department ally. 

Seth Govind Das : Is the post which Mr. Jafri held going to be 
filled by an Indian ? 

The Honourable Mr. R. M. Maxwell : The selection has not yet been 
made. 


Reobganisation of the Veenaoulae Section op the Public Information 

Bureau. 

337. *Seth Govind Das : Will the Honourable the Home Member 
please state : 

(a) whether the Public Information Bureau is contemplating to 

organise its vernacular section to carry on propaganda 
through the vernacular press ; 

(b) whether the Director of the Bureau (Principal Information 

Officer) intends undertaking a tour in order to establish 
personal contact with the editors and proprietors of the 
Indian and English newspapers to study the problems and 
requisites in relation to the supply of Government news ; 

(c) the reason underlying the reorganisation of the vernacular 

section of the Bureau and the tour of the Principal 
Information Officer ; and 

(d) the costs involved therein for the tour and the vernacular 

section ? 

The Honourable Mr, R. M. Maxwell : (a) The Indian Languages 
Section of the Public Information Bureau has recently been strengthened 
in order to improve the supply of facilities to the newspapers published 
in the Indian Languages. The Bureau does not carry on propaganda 
through the press. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) The reason for the reorganisation of the Indian Languages 
Section ha>s been given in my reply to part (a) of this question. The 
reasons for the proposed tour of the Principal Information Officer are 
those stated in part (b) of the Honourable Member's question. I should 
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add that the IMneipal Inlonnation Officer has received invitations Jironi 
the editors of several newspapers iii different parts of the country to 
visit tiieiQ to discuss matters of proL'essionaL interest. 

{^d) The total approximate cost of the Indian Languages Section 
will be about hs. 1,400 per month. (The cost of the new posts sanc- 
tioned is about Rs. 700 a month). The cost of the Principal Int'orma- 
tion ()fiicor\ tour will not be known till it is completed. 

Seth Govind Das : Has the Honourable Member received any appli- 
cations for 1h(» post which is going to be tilled up at a salary o\ Bs, 700 
a month ? 

The Honourable Mr, R. M. Maxwell : What I said was that the cost 
of the new posts sanctioned is about Rs. 700 a month : there is no one 
post on Rs. 700. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : With reference to the answer to clause (a), may 
I know wliether part of the duties of this Public Information Bureau 
with regard to Indian language newspapers includes the propagation of 
speeches made in this House, and in such eases only the speeches of 
official ^Members are being propagated ? 

The Honopable Mr. R. M. Maxwell : The object of the Indian 
languages section is to supply the papers published in the Indian langu- 
ages witli translations of matter in which they are interested. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : I want to know whether that matter includes 
speeches on subjects coming before this House, and if so, whether that 
supply of matter concerns itself only with the speeches of the Honour- 
able Official Members in this House. 

The Honourable Mr. R, B5. Maxwell : I cannot give an exact account 
of everything that is supplied to the press. Ail I wanted to explain is 
that the Indian language section supplies exactly the same information 
that is supplied by the English section of the Bureau, 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : With regard to speeches made in this House, 
will the Honourable Member inquire and find out whether the Informa- 
tion Bureau supplies only the speeches of the Honourable Official 
Members or whether propagate also the speeches on this side of the 
House ? 

The Honourable Mr. R. M, Maxwell ; If the Honourable Member 
will put down a question I will be able to answer that. 

Seth Govind Das : Is it a fact that proper care is taken to see that 
this Information Bureau does not supply papers with speeches of the 
Congress Party in this Assembly f 

The Honourable Mr. B. M. Maxwell : That is the same question to 
which I have just replied. 

Seth Govind Das : I am putting a specific question, whether the 
Information Bureau has been instructed not to send out the speeches of 
the members of the Congress Party in this House ? 
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(b) The arrangements are different. Indian soldiers non 
receive denial treatment in Indian military hospitals and it is only 
difficult cases 'v^hich are treated in Army Dental centres where the < 
of British soldiers are treated. 


Stafpm^nt shou'tnq thf >iumb(r nf Europeans and Indiai^s bcated bij th' Army Dental (^orp 

m2 to 19d7. 


Year. 

Euiopeans. 

I. 0. Ri 

1932 

16,116 

IJ 

1933 

16,398 

li 

1934 

19,144 

li 

1935 

23,277 

l; 

1936 . 

24,935 

! 

1937 

23,621 

1! 


The figures given above do not include a large number of coses of Indian soldiers trea 
dental troubl 's by the Medical Staft of Indian Military Hospitals. 


Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi : With reference to clause (a), 
the Honourable Member tell the House the figure I have asked 
instead of laying it on the table, — T mean the figures relating to In- 
and Europeans treated i 

Mr. 0. M. a. Ogilvie : It consists of 18 figures. 

Mr. K. Santhanam : With regard to part (b), may 1 know if 
difference in treatment exists in regard to Commissioned Officers \ 

Me. 0. M. Gr. O^vie : There is no discrimination at all ; it is si 
a matter of convenience. 

Mr. K. Santhanam : Does the difference in treatment exist for 
Indian as well as European officers also ? 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie : I have not got any information about ofl 
If the Honourable Member will put down a question, I will try to 
him the information. 

Mr. D. K. Lahiri Ohaudhury : What does the Honourable Me 
mean by saying it is simply a matter of convenience ? 

Mr. 0. M. 6. Ogilvie : I think the meaning 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Ho 
able Member need not answer it. 

Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi : Will the Honourable Me 
please let us know what is the difference in the system adopted in 
case of Indians and Europeans ? 
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Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie : There is no radical difference at all. The 
Army Dental Corps exists for the British Army, and the reason why it 
exists is because the number of dental oases among British troops is 
extremely high. Among Indian troops, not only the number of dental 
cases is comparatively very few, but they have very good teeth indeed. 
When, however, they do have serious dental trouble, they are treated at 
the army dental centre. 

Shrimati K. Radha Bai Subbarayan : May 1 know if these arrange- 
ments include treatment for the families of the Indian troops also ? 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie : I must require notice of that question. 
Commissioned British Officers stationed in Various Districts in Bengal. 

340. *“Mr. Brojendra Narayan Ohaudhury : Will the Defence 
Secretary idease state ; 

(a) the number of commissioned British officers stationed in 

various districts in Bengal and their rank ; 

(b) the object of stationing them so and of troops under them ; 

(c) apart from commanding troops under them, what particular 

duties they perform ; 

^d) whether they are in collaboration with Civil authorities and 
particularly school and college authorities ; if so, for what 
purpose j 

,() whether they attend public meetings and deliver speeches ; 

(f J whether any of them is designated ‘ Intelligence officer ’ ; 
if so, what are his special duties ; and 

(gl whether Major Bells, described as an ‘ Intelligence officer ' 
of Mymensingh, at a meeting of guardians and students at 
Kishoreganj on 12th July, entered into a controversy with 
the President of the Indian National Congress regarding 
‘ House System ’ watching over students at home by school 
authorities ? 

There is a slight mistake here : Districts ’’ should be ‘‘ Mufassil 
Districts 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie : (a) The required information is given in the 
Indian Army List, a copy of which is in the Library. There are, how- 
ever, certain military officers who are serving as intelligence officers 
under the Bengal Government. 

(h) For the maintenance of law and order and at the request of 
the Provincial Government. 

(e) None. Apart from the^ Military Intelligence officers whose 
duties arc laid down by the Provincial Government. 

(d) Yes. They assist school and college authorities in^ certain 
ways, such as the formation of Boy Scout organisations, and in games ^ 
such as football, and boxing. 

f£k'\ Cit\trt\r*inmAr%+ r\f\ lYlf AT*mS»+.l ATI All tlllS TlAinf 
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(f) All are Intelligence officers. Their primary duly as such 
to Tnairiflin liaison between the civil and military authorities. 

(g) Government have no information. 

Mr. Brojendra Narayan Ohaudhury : May 1 know if the tro( 
which have been stationed in the Bengal districts have been placed thi 
at the request of the present Bengal Government ? 

Mr. C. M. G. Ogilvie : Yes. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : With reference to clause (b), Sir, will 
Honourable Member please find out if they have been attending pul 
meetings or not * 

Mr. C. M. G. Ogilvie : 1 made such inquiries as I could in the ti 
available, but that is a matter for the direction of the provincial aut 
rities, and we have no information available here. 

Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Eazmi : With reference to clause (g), ' 
the Honourable Member made any inquiries ? 

Mr. C. M. G. Ogilvie : Yes, that is the material available to 
here. 

Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Eazmi : Has the Honourable Member m. 
any inquiries from outside ? 

Mr. C. M. G. Ogilvie : No, the matter seems so trivial that it is 
worth while making inquiries from the Bengal Government. 

Mr. Brojendra Narasran Ohaudhury : Is the Honourable Mem 
aware of the agitation in the Calcutta press for the last two mor 
against the speech made by Major Bells, and has it not come to the no- 
of the Honourable Member ? 

Mr. 0, M. G. Ogilvie : No, T am entirely unaware of any such ag 

tion. 

Mr. Brojendra Narayan Ohaudhury : Does the Honourable Mem 
intend to inquire from Major Bells and look into newspapers of 
date to find out if Major Bells did not deliver a lecture? 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie : No, Sir. 

Mr. D. K. Lahiri Ohaudhury : Yes, it is a fact that Major Bells 
deliver a lecture. 

Mr. President (The ITonourablo Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Hon< 
able Member did not ask this question. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar ; May I know if this Int 
gence Officer is to report the civil or criminal intelligence ? 

Mr. 0. M, O. Ogilvie : The intelligence generally. 

Discussion of Budget Estimates in Cantonment Boards. 

341. *Mr. Badri Dutt Pande : (a) Will the Defence Secretary 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that no procedure has been prescr. 
for the diseuBsion of the Budget Estimates of Cantonment Boards in 
Cantonment Acooxmt Code or other Eules in force f 
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fb) Is it not a fact that the copies of budget are not supplied to 
elected members before the meeting in which the budget is kept as one 
of the several items on the agenda ? 

^ c) Is ii not a fact that this year a request was made by the elected 
Vice-rresident of Peshawar Cantonment Board to the Executive Officer 
that the consideration of the budget be postponed for one month to 
enable elected members to think over it ? 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie : (a) Yes. 

(bj Tlie procedure which is governed by regulations made by the 
Board under section 44, Cantonments Act, varies in different canton- 
ments. 

(c) No. 

Mr. Abdul Qai 3 rum : Will Government see to it that a uniform pro- 
cedure IS prescribed for the presentation and discussion of Budget 
estimates of Cantonment Boards ? 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie ; The Government see no reason for making 
any regulation of that kind, 

Mr. Badri Dutt Pande : There are no definite rules for preparing 
the Budget estimates and placing them on the table, is it the intention 
of the Government to make rules to that effect ? 

Mr. C. M. G. Ogilvie : Pules 16 aud 17 of the Cantonment Code of 
1924 deal with the preparation of the budget. 

Mr. Badri Dutt Pande : Is the Honourable Member aware that none 
of these rules arc* complied with by the Officers Commanding the 
Station ? 

Mr. C. M. G. Ogilvie : I have no reason to believe anything of the 

sort. 


Mr. Ba4ri Dutt Pande : Will the Honourable Member please make 
inquiries 1 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Next question 
please. 


Alleged Coerottion among the Cai}tonment Board Servants. 

312. “^Mr. Badri Dutt Pande ; (a) With reference to his answer 
to question No. 448 put by Mr. Sham Lai on the 23rd February, 1938, 
will the Defence Secretary be pleased to state the one or two cases of 
Exofulive Officers, who used chaprasis, garden coolies and sweepers, to work 
on their residences, which were reported to the Government of India, 
and the action which Government took in those eases t 

(b) Will Government be also pleased to stale the cases reported 
by the Tiispeeting Officers of Cantonments in their inspection notes 
aboni tln^ nature and extent of corruption about any Cantonraent 
Boards and the action which Government took on those reports ? 
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Mr. 0. M. G, Ogilvie : (a) In one case where the officer had t 
appointed by the General Officer Commanding-in-Chief, the Comm 
before tlie introduction of the Cantonment Executive Officers Ser 
Rules suitable disciplinary action was taken by the General Off 
Commanding in-Chief. In another case the officer concerned was 
missed on several charges including charges on the subject in qi 
tioii. 

(b) Government have been able to trace two cases which 
General Officer Commanding-in-Chief to whom the inspection rep' 
were made referred the matter to the Government of India who a 
enquiry took the necessary disci])linary action. 

Mr. Badri Dutt Pande : What was the necessary disciplinary acl 
taken on that occasion f 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie : The necessary disciplinary action was in 
ease a severe reprimand, and in the other case dismissal. 

Mr. Badri Dutt Pande ; Is it the intention of the Governmeni 
issue a circular to the effect that rhese Government servants she 
^iot be employed in tlio private bungalows of the officers ? 

Mr. C. IVI G Ogilvie : There is no need to issue any such eirci 
as the in at ter is perfectly well known to all Government servants. 

Mi*. Badri Dutt Pande : But they require reminding. 


Division of Peshawar Cantonment into Wards. 

V Dutt Pande : (a) With reference to ques* 

ho. 106, answered on 2nd February, 1938, will the Defence Secret 
be T’loahecI lo state whether it is not a fact that the division of cam 
ment oi Pissbawar iinto wards is now in the hands of the Governn 
of India and not in the hands of the Provincial Government ? 

(b) Do Government propose to take steps to see that no sepai 
ward is allotted to troops who have already an official nomina 
majority on the Cantonment Board of Peshawar ? If so, what ? 

Mr. 0. M. 6 Ogilvie : (a) Yes. 

(b ^ Doe » not arise as there is no separate ward for the troops. 


Women employed in the Customs Department. 

341. ^ Shnmati K Radha Bai Subbarayan : Will the Honourable 
Finance Member be pleased to state : 

fa) wlmther there are any women employed in the Oust 
ployTd^^'^^^' capacity they are 

(b) whether G<.uernmcnt have received any representation al 
the ineoin'emence caused to women third class passeni 

Customs Officials searching 
prohibdod or dutiable goods on their person ; 

(e) whether then> are any defiiiito rules about such exarnina 
and whether it is always conducted by women ; and 
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(d) wlieilier GoY<*3‘mnenl are prepared to take immediate steps 
to include wome3! on the regular staff in the Customs Offices 
at all ports and stations to assist women passengers If 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd ; (a) Yes : as female searchers, as clerks and one 
as a telephone operator. 

(b) No. 

(e) There Is a provision in the Customs law itself laying it down 
that a lemale .dull inyi be soarehed by any but a female. 

fd) Female seaivliers are (miployed as part of the regular staff 
at the places where llic n(‘cessi!y for their work is more commonly felt. 
In other places, tcjnpordry arrangements are made when occasion 
arises ; it would ]>c ononiieal to keep female searchers on the regular 
staff in sucli cases. 

Shrimati K. Eadha Bai Siibbarayan : May 1 ask with reference to 
the answer to clause (c) of tiie question whether there are any rules 
with regard to the rooms where the examination of the person of women 
passengers is made ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd ; Tliej'o are no regular rules, but of course, the 
e^^aminalion is always done in privacy. 

Shrimati K. Radha Bai Subbarayan : Have the Government seen 
complaints in the press ? There luive been complaints in some of the 
Indian I'apers wjth regard to the hardship caused to the women pas- 
sengers. Will Goveriimenl call for reports in those circumstances ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : If the Honourable Member will be so good as to 
forward the complaints to me, 1 'will deal with them. 

Blr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I ask the Honourable Member, if 
the female searchers are not regularly appointed, how they are secured 
for the purpose of the searches ? 

Mr. A. H, Lloyd : That depends upon the circumstances of each case. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Will Government then propose to have 
some women in the prcvcntiv’'e service for this purpose ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : I have said that it would be uneconomical to 
employ female searchers at every place. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: Is there not much work.... 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Honour- 
able Meml)cr i.'. artaiing. 

Shrimati K. Radha Bai Subbarayan : May I ask if there is any 
discriminatioii in the examination of first and third class passengers ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : Not as such. 

Shrimati K. Radha Bai Subbarayan : Is it not a fact that third class 
women ])aRsengers have to come out of the train and have to be search- 
ed in an enclosure, while the first and second class women passengers 
are examined in their own compartments ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : I am afraid I have no information on that point. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim) : Next question. 

L278LAD B 
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Mr. S. Satyamitrti : As regards question No. 345, may I submit that 
I am asking part (a) only fox" the pui’pose of leailing to pai*t (f) ? bo 
far as the main subiect is concerned, it has already been answered, but 
since there is a point about the speech referred to in part_ (f), may I 
ask that question only for that purpose ? Question No. 345. 

•R.yMAP.Tra ABOUT INDIAN AbMY MADE BY SiB PHILIP ChETWODE IN A SPEECH. 
345. *Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will the Defence Secretary please state : 

(a) whether the attention of Government has been drawn to a 

recent speech of Sir PhUip Chetwode, lately Commander-in- 
Chief in India, wherein he inter alia said, referring to the 
Indianisation of the Army, that those now taking commis- 
sions were not quite of the right class ; 

(b) whether the Orovernment of India have examined this matter ; 

(c) whether the right class are not coming up ; 

(d) if so, what the reasons are ; 

(e) whether Government are taking any steps to get the right 

class of Indians ; 

(f) whether Government’s attention has also been drawn to an- 

other statement in the speech that there must be no poli- 
ties in the army and that the moment that politics entered 
the army, the army would be of no value to those who paid 
for it ; 

(g) whether Government have examined this allegation ; and 

(h) vshether there is any polities in the Indian Army t 
Mr, 0. M. G. Ogilvie : (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes. 

(cl Not in sufficient numbers. 

(d) These are uncertain, but are being examined. 

(e) Yes. The whole question of the recruitment of Indians to the 
coinmi‘'biouf*d I'anks of the Army is beiug actively examined. 

(f) Yes. 

fg) Government have no need to examine the statement as they 
are in entire agreement with it. 

(h) No. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : With reference to the answer to clause (b) of 
the question, namely, “ whether the Government of India have exa- 
mm^ this matter ”, may T taow what is the kind of examination that 
Government have made into this matter, that is to sav, the matter 
of the right class not coming up ? Who examined the matter, and may 
J know why the Government have not yet come to any conclusion as 
^the reasons for the falling off in the number of the right class coming 
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Mr. K. Ahmed : 1 ribe on a point of order. When speeches after 
dinners with champ’i^'iie and wine are made particularly by one out of 
office, are Government responsible here for thObe speeches ? Sir, I sub- 
mit that the Chair should not have allowed this question. 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie : I think that even in this House where supple- 
mentary queslions are apt to cover wide questions of policy, so big a 
supplementary has hardly ever been asked. Putting it as briefly as I 
can, it has been examined by all those who may be said to know any- 
thing about the matter from our side, — that is to say, soldiers, officers 
commanding Indianised rc^giments, educational authorities, and to a 
conshloi'abli‘ extent, by noii-official Members of both Houses. The problem 
is one of extreme complexity and difficulty, and if the Honourable the 
President will a 1 - 0 Av me to ma^-'e a speech about it I think I can probably 
vSatisfy the Honourable Member. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Hir Abdur Rahim) : No. This is 
not the time for such a speech. The Honourable Member can take some 
other opportunity. 

Mr. S. Satyamurfci : I am simply asking for the elucidation of two 
answers which seem to me to be conflicting, namely, to clauses (b) and 
(d) of the question. To clause (b) the Honourable Member said that 
the Government have examined the luatter and has elaborated it by 
saying that all those who really know anything about the matter have 
examined the matter. In answer to clause (d) of my question, he has 
said that the Government ai'e not in a position to know what tlie rea- 
sons are. I am simply askiixg tuT "elucidation as to why, after all this 
elaborate examination, they have not been able to find out what the 
main reasons are for the falling off in the right class of recruits coming 
up ? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : I understood 
the Honourable Member to say that the Government have come to a 
conclusion. 

Mr. S. fSatyamurti : So far as clause (e) is concerned, T am satisfied 
with my Honourable friend answer that they are taking steps to get 
the right class of Indians. He said that it was a very delicate matter 
and required to l^e examined. I must take that answer, but so far as 
the reasons are concerned, as they have expressed their agreement with 
the statement, surely I am entitled to know as to the results of their 
enquiry and whether they have come to any conclusion as to the main 
reasons for this falling off. 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie : There is no inconsistency between the 
answer given to (b) and that given to (d) and (f). The Government 
have examined the matter in the past. The result of that examination 
was ^h.at the examination must continue and it is still continuing. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : With regard to the answers to clauses (f ) and 
(g) of the question, the Honourable Member said that the Government 
are entirely in agreement with what is contained in clause (f). Here 
we have a statement that there are politics in the army and that politics 
ought not to enter the army. May I ask my Honourable friend for 
some elucidation as to the kind of politics which Government suspect 
exist in the army f 

Ii278I*AD b3 
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Mr. 0. M. O. Ogilvie : Govemment have already said that they do 
not subpeet tliat there are any politics in the army and they entirely 
agree with Sir Philip Chetwode that there must be none. 

Mr. S. Salyamurti i What is the answer to clause (h) of the (iiies- 
tion ? 

Mr. 0. M. Q. Ogilvie : If the Honourable Member had listened to 
me, lie would have heard that the answer was ^ ^ No . 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : There are no politics ? 

Mr. 0, M. 6. Ogilvie : No. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Next ques- 
tion. 

Repoet oe the Committee appointed to overhaul the System of 

Recruitment to the Superior Posts in the Central Secretariat. 

346. "^Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will the Honourable the Home Membe; 
be pleased to state : 

(a) whether the committee that was appointed by the Govern 

ment of India to overhaul the system of recruitment to th 
superior posts in the Secretariat of the Central Govern 
merit has submitted its ii’eport j 

(b) whether the report will be placed on the table of the House 

(c) whether, as a result oC these recommendatiCns, any additions 

financial bimden is thrown on the Central Government 
and 

(d) what are the results by way of improvement of the ef&cienc 

of the staff which Government expect by accepting thes 
recommendations ? 

The Honourable Mr. R. M. Maxwell : (a) and (b). The only Con 
mittee formally appointed by the Qovernment of India for the purpos 
mentioned in iho qiiestio» 2 i was the Wheeler Committee, whose repoi 
was published on the 17th November, 1937. A copy of it is in the Librai 
of the House. If, however, the Honourable Member means what : 
commonly known the ‘ Maxwell Committee ’ he is referred to tl: 
reply given to part (b) of Mr. C N. Muthuranga Mudaliar’s starre 
question No. 370 on 18th February, 1938. 

( q ) As consideration of the questions arising out of the report 
not yet concluded I am not in a position to give any information abc 
its financial implie*ition'^ 

(d) The Honourable Member is referred to the Press Note issm 
on 17th November 1937. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : With reference to the answer to clause (c) 
the question, may I know whether consideration by the Government 
these recommendations, namely, of the Maxwell Committee, — ^wheth 
consideration of those recommendations includes also consideration 
the financial implications thereof, or whether Government propose 
pass orders on these and leave somebody else to calculate the flnanc: 
implications I 
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The Honourable Mr. R. M. Maxwell : No proposals for reorganisa- 
tion could possibly be considered without considering their linancial im- 
plications. 

Mr, S. Satyamurti : In view of that answer, may I know whether 
Government have computed on a rough basis at least the linancial im- 
plications of acceptance o£ the recommendations of this Committee ? 

The Honourable Mr. R. M. Maxwell : No. Government have not 
yet a complete picture and final decisions on all the recommendations 
have not yet been taken. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : As regards those points on which final decisions 
have been taken, what are the financial implications and what amount 
of extra expenditure is likely to fall on the central revenues ? Have 
the orders been passed without working out the financial implications ? 

The Honourable Mr, S. M. Maxwell : Tliey have not been added up 
and made into a statement suitable for presenlation in this House. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Does tlie Honourable Member propose to pass 
orders as the recommendations come up, and never to calculate the tota^l 
before passing orders on these recommendations ? 

The Honourable Mr. R. M. Maxwell : The House will have an 
opportunity of considering all these tilings on the budget. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Next question. 

Exchange Ratio. 

347. *Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will the Honourable the Finance Member 
state : 

(a) whether he has examined the question of the rupee exchange 

ratio rectntly or whether he proposes to do so ; 

(b) what the results of that examination are ; 

(c) whether the Government of India have received any report 

from the Reserve Bank under section 55 (2) of the Act ; 

(d) whether Government propose to ask the Reserve Bank to 

report un<ler this section ; if not, why not ; 

(e) whether Government propose to appoint, in consultation with 

the Assembly, an impartial expert committee tc enquire 

into the luatter ; and 

(£) if not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir James Qtigg ; (a) and (b). I would invite the 
alteiitipn of the Honourable Member to the Communique issued by the 
Govexmment of India on the 6th June last. 

(c) No. 

(d) No. The circumstances contemplated by that sub-section have 
clearly not arisen. 

(e) No. 
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(f) It would create great uncertainty and would, thi‘r<>J‘orp, serv’ 
only to hinder the recovery for which everybody is hoyina <u.d of which 
souie indications have recently appeared. Moreover, it icotdd give rise 
to undesirable speculation. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : With reference to the answer to elciucs < i) and 
(b) of the question, may I know whether the balance of h ule in I he 
cxistina ra+io ha'- lallcn to as lou a‘ 27 lakhs fr. n on r-^s .ruin 

April to June, 1937 f 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : That may be, but 1 will lell the 
Honourable Member if he will wait for a few days ond sec the ligurcs 
for the balance of trade for July, he will find that this yc<ir is better 
than last. 

Mr. B. Satyamurti : May I know whether in order to kee]) up this 
rat'O the currency circulation has been contracted by about 2.12 evores 
and other steps have been taken, inter alia, by reducing the sterling 
resources of the issue department to about 6.49 crores ? 

The Honourable SSr James Grigg : The sterling resources of the 
I?e.serve Bank are higher than they were at the time th»‘ Bank was 
started. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : With referpee to the answer to clauses (d) 
and (e) of the question, I am I’eferrina to section 55 (3) of tlie Tic>eivc 
Bank Act, may I know whether Government propose to examine this 
matter iiidqieudently of the Bank or whether the Bank ought to be 
the sole .iiidges that the international monetary position lias becoin* 
sulficieiilly clear and stable to make it possible to determine what will 
be snilablc as a permanent basis for the monetary system cuid to frame 
permanent measures for the monetary standard ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg; Tha^ questioi envisage, the 
possibility of a conflict of opinion between llie Bank and tlie Govern- 
ment hut on the question whether the international monclAry position 
ha-, become -afficicntly clear and stable to make it possible lo determine 
wliat will be suitable as a permanent basis for the Indian monetary 
system, there can he no difference of opinion that at the mniueiit it w 
not the rase. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : That answer means that the Eesen c Bank and 
the Oovej'iiraent of India have jointly come to the conclusion after 
examination of the facts I have mentioned and all other lulevant facts 
that the time has not yet arrived, as contemplated in section 5.5 (.2) ? 

The Honourable Sk James Grigg ; The Honourable Member must 
assume fi-om my answer no more than is contained in it. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I take it that the Government will issue 
8 communique as to the reasons why they have come to this conclusion, 
namely, lhal the Beserve Bank and the Government of India think that 
the international position has not become sufficiently clear and stable. 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg ; That question is based on a mis- 
apprehension of what is contained in my reply to an earlier supple- 
mentary. 
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Mr, S. Satyamurti : May I ask for some enliglitexiuieiit. I am 
comparatively ignoidut as compared \vjtli the Ilojiourable the Finance 
Meiubtr. 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : The only enlightenment tliat I 
can ghe the Honourable Member is that it is quite obvious to everybody 
and anj'body that the international monetary situation at the present 
time is extremely unstable. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : "With reference to the answer to clauses (e) and 
(f), may I know whether the House will have an early opportunity of 
discussing the whole matter, that is to say, the appointment of an im- 
partial committee to inquire into the whole matter. 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I would only ask the Honourable 
Member to wait and see. 

Mr, S. Satyamurti : A Besolution has been tabled and that comes 
on first in tlie list of balloted Resolutions for the 2nd September. May I 
know w'liether the Government of India have any intention of advising 
the Governor General to disallow that motion 1 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : The allowance or disallowance 
is a matter which rests with the Governor General in his discretion. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Do the Government make any recomraendation 
in these matters ? 

The Honourable Sir James Gdgg : 1 cannot answer that question. 

Mr. K. Santhanam : With reference to the answer to parts (a) and 
(b), may I know whether the general index of prices in India continues 
to be low as compared with the index prices of other eouutrics ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : In the last two months, it has 
risen very sharply and that is why I said in answer to the last part of 
the question that there were some indications of recovery. 

Mr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyaugar : Is it not a fact that during the 
last three or four months the sterling securities in the Reserve Bank 
have gone down considerably 1 

The Honourable Sir James Gr^g : In the last year, there was 
certainly a reduction in the sterling reserves of the Ke-,cvve Bank but 
as I have pointed out just now, the sterling reserves* of the Reserve 
Bank are much higher than when the Bank was set up in April, 1935. 

Economies in the Existing Expenditure op the Central Government. 

348. *Mr, S. Satyamurti : Will the Honourable the Finance Member ' 
please state : 

(a) whether the Finance Department has issued instructions to 
all depaitments not to incur any fresh expenditure, even 
though it Has been sanctioned, without a second approval of 
the Finance Department and to effect as much economies in 
the existing expenditure as would be consistent with 
efficiency ; 
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(b) whether the post of Trade Commissioner at Alexandria 

being held in abeyance in pursuance of this econon 
drive ; 

(c) whether fresh expenditure on the expansion of broadcastii 

is being held up ; 

(d) what other savings have been made ; 

(e) whether any attempt is being made by Ilis Majesty’s Gc 

eminent to persuade the Government of India to pay an 
thing more than 46 crores for defence expenditure ; and 

(f) whether it is being resisted by the Honourable the Finan 

Member and by the Government of India ? 

The Honourable Sir James Origg : (a) and (d). I will invite t 
Honourable Member’s attention to the reply given by me to 
Brojeiidra Narayaii Uhaudhury’s starred quesLion No. 122 on the 10 
instant. 

(b) This appointment is at present held up but no final deci^i 
has been arrived at. 

(c) The position ijs that there is an unspent balance of about &>ev 
lakhs in ilie (’apital hum] bnt that the»*p «*ire iu cuMstence schemes whi 
voiild iiiueli more than absorb this amount. These, however, cam 
be sanctioned boeauso it is in ])reseul eircMiin duneos Impossible to ti 
the recurring expenditure which they involve. 

(e) and (f). I eamiol at present add anylhiui) to what was si 
by the Defence Secretary in I he debate on tlie Adjounmieni Motion 
the 9th August, 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : May I know If the noiionralde the Finance Me 
her can give this House a rough idea of the ^avin«s made by tlic aeceplai 
of the various dei)artmcnts of the rt commendations made for rctren 
men! ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I bluill read oui the answer 
question No. 122. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Has this communication been sent to the Defei 
Department ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : It was sent to the Department 
Communications, Posts and Telccrraph^, and ever^body. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Is it, as a result of this communication, that 
Defence Department have been spending 80 lakhs on the Waziris 
operations ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg ; You had better address that 
the Defence Secretary. 
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Persons to be discharobd as a Result of Mechanisation of certain 

British Cavalry Units. 

:5-W. Mr. Brojendra Narayan Chaudhury : Will the Defence 
Seerelary please state : 

(aj the unmbe 3 * of syces and others in military service who will 
have to be discharged as a result of mechanisation of the 
lour British Cavalry Units ; 

0>) the steps Government propose to lake to relieve those sud- 
<loiiiy thrown out of employment ; 

(c) if there is a likelihood of their securing similar jobs else- 

where ; if so, where ; 

(d) if Government propose to give them money compensation ; 

if so, how much in proportion to their former earnings 
under the military ; 

(e) if it Ls suggested that they may settle down on land ; if so, 

whether Government have considered if they are trained 
and lit for land eullivathui ; nud 

(f) if it is intended to employ all or any of them under the 

military on similar pay, in other allied occupations ? 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie : (a) The numbers heet.ming surplus to estab- 
li’^hniont as tli(' ivsult of meehenizaiion of Ihe four BrdWi cavalry uiiit^ 
are 50 Indian other and 720 sycos. 

(h) mam of tlie e uien as ])o*»sible are to be absorbed in vacan- 
cies existing in dlfier nnit^, corps or dexmrtments. 

The Military Engints'r and ContracUms Imvc been asked to 

offer eoiploymeat tv^ a many of these men as possible. 

(e» As the tendency in all walks of life is to do without the horse, 
there no great likeliiiood of their seenring s'milar employment else- 
wliei'e. 

id) 111 the case of combatant personnel, mustering out coneesMOus 
arc admiRsilde to those who cannot be absorbed elsewhere. The syces, 
who are tcmpoi*ary personnel, are entitled only to one mouth notice of dis- 
charge or pay in lieu of notice. 

(e) Government have no intention of settling tlieiu on the land. 

/£'/ Yes, in every possible case. 

Personnel of the Indian Navy and Recruitment op Sailors from East 
Bengal and Surma Valley. 

350. *Mr. Brojendra Narayan CRbaudhuTy : Will the Defence Sec- 
retary please state : • 

(a) the number of (i) officers of different grades and rank and 
file, (ii) combatants, and (iii) non-combatants, employed 
in the Indian Navy ; 
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(b) of the above, liow many are Indians ; 

(c) if any combatant or non-combatant sailors are recruited from 

East Bengal and Surma Valley ; if so, the recruiting 
machinery ; and 

(d) if he is aware that the district of Sylhet supplies the major 

portion of sailors at Calcutta Port for sea-going merchant 
vessels and that these sailors have a reputation for hardi- 
hood, physique and courage ? 

Mr. 0. M. 6. OgUvte : (a) ^il 108 ('‘(‘nimis^'ioned officers (5 Captains, 
18 (Vuiiinaudc-rs, 85 Troutenaut-Commandcrh and below). 

50 Warrant officers. 

1,185 Ratings. 

(ii) 1,022. 

(iii) 21. 

(b) Of the total of 1,322, 1,226 are Indians. 

(c) No. 

(d) No. 


Eailway Concessions to Government’ Servants. 

351. '’Mr. Bj^’ojendra Narayan Ohaudhury : (a) Will the Honour- 
able the Finmce Member please state if servants of the Government 
of India enjoy any concession in travel by Railways in India either on 
Rer\ »ce or on their own account ? 

(b) TC so, will Goveinmont please state the class of officers, the 
nature of concessions and ilic approximate total loss to Railways by the 
grant of those concessions ? 

(c) Is there any loss to Railway revenues, when those officers 
Ira^el on service under concessions ? 

(d) Is there any loss to Central Government thereby 1 

(c) Does a diminution of Eailway revenues affect contribution to 
Provinces from Cenli*al Government ? 

(1) Do serA^ants of Provincial Governments enjoy similar con- 
cessions ? 

(g) Is there a loss to Central Government when the officers travel 
on concession on their own account ? 

^h) Have superior armj’- officers been recently given any such 
concession, or is it intended to be given ? If so, what, and why f 

(i) What is the reason behind the grant of Railway concessions 
to Government servants generally ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : (a) to (d) and (fj to (i). These 
parts of the fpiestion should have been addressed io the Honourable Mem- 
ber for Communications. 

(e) The^ Honourable Member is referred to clause 6 of the Govern- 
ment of India ('Distribution of Revenues) Order in Council, 1936. 
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Certain Resolutions ruled out of order Sy the President of the 
Lahore Cantonment Board. 

352. ■'Mr. Sham Lai : (a) ‘Will the Defence Secretary be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that the official Military President of the 
Lahore Cantonment Board ruled out of order four resolutions relating 
to the following subjects, in the meeting of the Board on 28th April, 
1938 : 

(il appointment of expert committee lo study the tinaneial 
aspects of the Board and make recommendations to the 
Board ; 

(ii) request to the Go-ieniment of India to re-clessify canton- 

ment lands after hearing objects from the Cantonment 
Board ; 

(iii) request to the Government of India to reconsider their 

decision to pay Rs. 1,300 to the Execidive Officer for 
travelling from Deolali to Lahore ; 

(iv) suggesting compensation to the villagers recently included 

in cantonment limits. 

(b) Is it a fact that the official Military President has got no right 
to stifle (iisenssion on these matters 1 

(cl Is it a fact that he disallowed discussion on these resolutions 
under the orders or instructions of the Executive Officer of that cauton- 
meiit ? 

(d) is it also a fact that la the same meeting the President ruled 
out of order a resolution passed by the Bazar Committee laying down 
liberal poUcy for the owners of cattle in the bazar area ? 

(e) l.s it also a fact that this resoluMon was held to be in order by 
the elected Chairiiian )£ the Bazar Conmitteo I 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie : (al, fd) and (e). Yes. 

(b) The President is entitled to rule a resolution out of order. 

(e^ No. 

Qazi Muhammad Ahmad Kazmi : Are the Government of India sa- 
tisfied that these resolutions were really out of order ? 

Mr. 0. M. O. Ogilvie : Fully satisfied. 

Non-Plaoins of Apflications of Poor Persons for Exemption from 
Property Taxes before the Lahore Cantonment Board. 

353 "Mr pbam Lai : (a) Will the Defence Secretary be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that the present Executive Officer oj Lahore 
Cantonment Board stopped placing the applications of poor persons lor 
exemption from property taxes before the Board and passed orders on 
them himself f 

(b) Is it a fact that in the February meetings of the Board, a resolu- 
tion was moved against this practice in the Board f 
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Mr. 0. M. G. Og^lvie : (a) I refer the Honourable Member to my 
answer co Mr. Gaclgil’s starred question No. 896 of March 22nd, 1938. 

(b) The Board have resolved that all sucb applications should be 
placed before llio jloard, but that pending decisions the recovery of reve 
mio should ])i*oc ed in a coH’ance ^vilh the regahilioiis, and that if cxemp- 
Uoji , nltiiuately ^'raided refunds would be made in due course. 

Bates oe Electbkjty chabofd in the Lahore Cantonment. 

354. •'Mr. Sham Lai : (a) Will the Defence Secretary be pleased 
to state whether jt is a fact that at Lahore Cantonment the rate of elec- 
ti icily for street llgiiliug trom the Cantonment Board charged by the 
J^filitary Enginoei ing Hf*rvices is more than the rate charged from the same 
Board by the BunjJ) Public Works Department ? If so, what are the 
»*ates and the di'\evenee ? 

(b) Is it a fact tliat the Military Engineering Services charge higher 
ratei per uni froai a wkolcsah' CMn^sumer like the Cantonment Board, and 
1e^^ froii indi\i(liJa] consumers Like military officers in bungalows ? 

(c) What steps do Ooveriimeni propose to take to reduce the rales 
of electricity chargoil by Military Services from Cantonments Boards t 

Mr. 0. M. <3 Ogilvie ; (‘P Yc'». The Military Bn dneer Services rate 
is 4 \ ai.ua'. ])“r mut »\ldeh 's the all ludi'a rate for street lighting. The 
Public W(.rl V Depnitinem icte i& two annas per unit. 

(0) Yes The rale of four annas cliarged for individual consumers is 
tl’c s«ri)(' for military and civil consumers. 

((*; None The Boird are at liberty to terminate their agreement if 
tliM consider the klilitary Engineer Services rates are too high. 

Expenses inc^urred on LiirGA'iaoN by the Lahore Cantonment Board. 

355. 'Mr. Sham Lai : (a) Will the Defence Secretary be pleased 
to stale the diuouiit of e\peiise^ incurred on litigation (legal charges, etc.), 
by the Lah(;re rautoninent Boai*d since the arrival of the present Execu- 
tive Offii'cr from 1st October, 1937, to 30th June, 1938 ? 

(b) W’lial were the expenses under the same heading in the corres- 
ponding ten months of the •'^ear before ^ 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie ; (a) Rs. 1,568-4-0. 

(b) Rs. 3,719-8-0. 

Non-Delegation of Po^vers to the Bazar Committee of the Lahore 

Cantonment. 

356. ^Mr. Sham Lai : (a) Will the Defence Secretary be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that at Lahore Cantonment the Executive 
Officer clearly mentioiis on the Agenda of every Bazar Committee meet- 
ing, that this Statutory Committee will only meet in an “ advisory capa- 
city ? If so, why ? 
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(b) Is it a fact that no poivers have been delegated at Lahore C'anton- 
meiit to Lazar Comniillee, although it caiuo into being nearly ten. months 
ago ? 


(el Is it a fact that the only subieels which have been placed within 
the scope of the La/ar Committee are pLuis of buildings and grant of trade 
licences I 

Mr 0. M. G. Ogilvie : (a) Tes, as the regulations for the Bazar 
Committee in final form have not yet been received from the Board 
for the approval of Go\ eminent. 

(h) and (el. No rnder the draft I’canlations. tlie Board piopo‘*e. 
it is understood, to delegate powers under sections 140, 181, IS-J-A, 185, 
187 to 191, 194, 210 ami 2J_’, <\ni mg others, -(Ubjeel to iinai eonlU'iualion 
by the Bo.ard of the proceedings of the Committee. 


■Withdrawal oe cebt.iin Concessions from the Residents in the Salt 
Hanoe, Teri Tahsil, Kokat Distbict. 

357. 'Mr. Abdnl Qaiynm : Will the Honourable the Finance Mem- 
ber please state : 

(al whether, in the matter of eraplo^’men'. as guard- in the Sad 
Range, Teri Tahsil, Kohat 'r'islric+, Noi“th-W,'»''t Frontier 
Province, preference is given to people from outsid" the Pro- 
vince over the local inhabitants ; 

(b) whether certain concessions which the residents in the Salt 
Range. Teri Tahsil, Kohat District, North-West Frmlier 
Province, used to enjoy, were withdrawn duiing the last 
civil disobedienee movement ; 

(e) what w'as the nature of those concessions ; and 

(d) whether Government are pi’epared to restore those concessions 
to the owners ; if not, why not ? 

The Eonoturable Sir James Origg : (a) No. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) I would refer the Honourable Member to the Press Conimnniqud 
of the 22nd May. 1931, which T laid on the table of tlie House on the 
9th April, 3936, in answer to a short notice question by Prof. Ranga. 

fdl The Government of India have not been approached in the 
matter and have no such proposal under consideration. 

Mr. Abdtil Qaiytun : Is it not a fact that the Provincial Govern- 
niont has written to the Government of India since the last civil 
disobedience movement ? 

The Honourable ffir James Origg : The Honourable Member is 
I think — according to my information— mistaken. 
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The Honourable Sir James Grigg : (b) Yes. 

(a), (e) and (d). The question was exhaustively examined at the 
tiu’o of f'‘amiiig the Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934, and again in 
1930 and 19.J7 in conaeclion with the amended Indian Companies Act. 
The f)rovdsions of Part XA of that Act arc far-reaching and some of 
them have not yet come into operation. 

Mr MaitU Subedar : May T inquire whether, in view of the losses 
inflicted on depositors and members of the public in the recent banking 
disc's lEi South bulla, ({overnment will gne fnriher consideralio-i to Hie 
sajiie matter and sec whether there cannot be any regulations by vrhich 
the public can get better protection ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg ; I would ask the Honourable 
to wait until lie ]»as heard my answer to a short notice question 
which be asked at the end of ‘‘ questions today. 


Liability incitiiked by India in respect op Officers of the Army and 

THE Navy. 

360. '*Mr. Manu Subedar : (a) Will the Defence Secretary state 
uludher any additional liability is being incurred by India in virtue 
of the change in the emoluments of Army ofQeers in the United King- 
dom and of the recent decision announced by the Admiralty affecting 
th(‘ conditions of service of officers of the Navy ? 

(b) lias this amount been estimated ? If so, how much is it t 

(c) If it lias not been estimated, could an idea of the volume of 
it be given ? 

Mr. 0, M. G. Ogilvie : (a), (b) and (c). I refer the ITonourable 
Member to my speech of the 9th instant on Mr. Satyamurti’s adjourn* 
nu nt inotK/ii. No appreeialile additional liability will be incurred as a 
result of the change in conditions of service of officers of the Royal Navy. 


Inclusion of certain Areas wtthin the Limits of the Allahabad 

Cantonment. 

fnci. ’*’Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena : (a) Will the Defence Secretary be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that there are some three or four 
oulJying areas, known as Bairahna (otherwise called New and Old 
Lascar Line area), Bhagara, Gulla Bazar, Chethem Lines and Myre- 
gunj, which are included within the Cantonment limits of AUahabad ? 

(b) Is it a fact that these areas are situated at a distance of three 
or four miles from the New Cantonment of Allahabad and are surround- 
ed by the city municipal and district limits on all sides ? 

(c) Is it also a fact that there are no military' barracks or lines 
near or within these areas, and these are inhabited purely by civilian 
inhabitants f 


f Answer to this question laid on the table, the questioner being absent. 
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(d) Have Government received a representation from the Ail- 
India Cantonments Association for the exclusion of these areas, which 
once formed part of the abandoned .Mlahabad Cantonment, from the 
Cantonment area and their inclusion within the Provincial Civil Muni- 
cipality and District Board ? 

(e) If the answer to part (d) be in ihi' t llimiutive, what action 
have Government taken on the representation ? 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie ; (a), (b) and (d). Yes. 

(c) Except New Lascar Lines in the Fort Cantonment and certain 
houses in Chatham Lines occupied by military personnel, these areas 
are inhabited by civil population. 

(e) The matter has been under the consideration of Government 
for some time, and a report from the General Officer Commanding-in- 
Chief, Eastern Command, is now awaited. 

Elections in Cantonments under the Cantonments (Amendment) Act 

OE 1936. 

t362. *Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena : (a) Will the Defence Secretary be 
pleased to state the total number of Cantonments in which fresh elec- 
tions have not yet been held under the Cantonment (Amendment) Act 
of 1936 and the reasons for not doing so ? 

(b) When are the new elections likely to be held ? 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie : (a) Bight. 

Sialkof, Kasauli and Murree Odis. The adaptations to the Punjab 
and North-West Frontier Province Cantonment Electoral Rules were 
published for objections on the 30th and 9th July. The final notification 
will be published shortly. 

Lorolai. The electoral rules are being prepared. 

Poona. The adaptations to the Bombay Cantonment Electoral Rules 
are being prepared. 

8t. Thomas Mount, Wellington and Cannanore. The Madras Canton- 
ment Electoral Rules have been adapted and finally published in the 
Gazette of 6th August. 

(b) Steps are being taken to expedite elections as soon as the electoral 
rules have been adapted and other formalities completed. 

Attending oe Meetings oe the Cantonment Boards by Miutart Opbiceeis 

IN Uniforms. 

1868. *Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena : (a) Will the Defence Secretary 
please state if it is a fact that military officers attend the meetings of 
the Cantomnent Boards in uniform and they have to obey the orders 
of the Officer Commanding the Station, who is also, as a rule, the Pre- 
sident of the Cantonment Board f 


tAnswer to this question laid on the table, the questioner being absent. 
L278LAD 0 
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(b) Are there any instances in which any of the nominated officials 
have differed from the President ? Have Government issued any 
instructions in this behalf ? If so, what 1 

Mr. 0. M. G. O^vie : (a) The reply to the first portion is that 
Governmcnl have no information, as the matter is at the discretion of the 
officers concerned. The reply to the latter part of the question is in the 
affirmative. 

(b) Government have no information. The reply to the second part 
of the qnostion is in the negative. 


Emoluments oe Executive Oebtcers, Elections of Vice-Presidents and 
Bazar Committees in Cantonments. 


t3C4. ■'•Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena : (a) Will the Defence Secretary be 
pleased to state whether it is not a fact that under the Cantonments 
(Amendment) Act of 1936, more than half the emoluments of the post of 
the executive officer are to be debited to the Cantonment funds ? If so 
why are motor, house and travelling allowances being debited in whole 
to the ('antonment funds in certain Cantonment Boards ? 


(b) Is it not a fact that it was contemplated under the new Act that 
the Vice-President would be generally elected from amongst the elected 
members of the Cantonment Boards ? If so, what is the total number of 
non-official elected Vice-Pres=dents in the whole of India 1 

(c) Have any powers been delegated to them f What instructions 
if any, liave been issued by Government in this behalf ? 


(d' Is it not a fact that the recommendations of the Bazar Com- 
mittees have in certain eases been turned down, both bv the Cantonment 
Boards and the higher authorities ? If so, why ? 

(el Is ir not a faci that the unanimous resolution of the Lahore 
Lantonment Board, accepting the recommendations of the Bazar Com- 
mittee t'iHi the area occupied by the Cantonment High School Ground, 
Mahtabrai Mata, St. John Garden, Sadar Bazar Market, Sanatan Dharam 

’ 1 i f Avood-staUs, Ahata Ghansi Ram and 

Wgah, be included in the Sadar Bazar, has been turned down bv the 
Government of India ? ‘ 

If) W^hait powers, if any, have been delegated to the Bazar Com- 
mittees and what value, if any. have their decisioL ? 

jtTiflonif Defence Secretary had stated in a 

to tS that Government would not enforce their dahns 

lands and would hand over their rights in the 

this a^urance ? taken to implement 


Cantonmeiitjs A/»t ' if ^ clause (J9) of section 12 of 

officer shall be naid^W^ tW one-h^ of the saZorj/ o® the eSeeutive 
S Canto^St^^d^^ S® Government and the balance from 

ge cantonment Fund. The latter part of the question does not arise. 

tAnswer to this question laid on the table, the questioner beiag »bs^ 
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(b) The attention of the Honourable Member is invited to clause ( 3 ) 
of section 20 of the Cantonments Act. The number of vice-presidents is 
regulated accordingly. At present there are 40. 

(c) Under clause (.^) of section 22 of Cantonments Act, it is at the 
discretion of the President to empower the vice-president to exercise all 
or any of the powers and duties specifically imposed on him by or under 
the Act, other than any power, duty or function which he is by resolution 
of the Board expressly forbidden to delegate. The Government of India 
are 3iot aware of the extent to which presidents have exercised this discre- 
tion nor can they interfere with this statutory power of the president. 

(d) Government have no information, as section 41 of the Canton- 
ments Act does not require copies of the minutes of board proceedings to 
be forwarded to the Central Government. 

(o) The attention of the Honourable Member is invited to the reply 
given to Mr. Sham LaUs starred question No. 240 on the 16th August, 1938. 

(f) Powers are delegated to bazar committees at the discretion of 
the Board under clause (e) of sub-section 1 of section 44 of Cantonments 
Act. The Government of India are not aware of the extent to which 
powers ha^'e been delegated by individual boards but are prepared to 
make enquiries. The attention of the Honourable Member is however 
invited to the Government of India, Defence Department letter No. 654- 
E1D.-4, dated the 6th September, 1937, a copy of which was laid on the 
table of tli(' House on the 14th September, 1937. 

(g) Yes. All lands in areas which have been declared by notifica- 
tion under section 43A of the Cantonments Act together with some other 
lands outside such areas in many cantonments have been entrusted to 
the management of Boards under Ruje 43, Cantonment Land A<lmmis- 
tration EuJes, a copy of which has been placed in the Library of the 
House. 


Functions and Salaky of the Military Estate Officers. 

t3G5. Mohan Z>al Saksena : (a) Will the Defence Secretary 
please state the functions and the salary of the Military Estate Officers, 
and how they compare with the Nazul Officers of the Local Governments ? 

(b) Is it not a fact that, besides ttheir duty ais Nazul Officers, the 
incumbents have also to act as Magistrates ? 

(c) Are Government prepared to consider the desirability of 
reducing ihe scale of these Military Estate Officers, or entrusting the 
administration of the military lands to the Cantonment Boards ? 

Mr. 0. M. 6. Ogilvie : (a) The duties of the Military Estates Officers 
are to deal with all questions connected with the acquisition, custody 
and relinquishment of land on behalf of the army, and with the adminisr 
tration of military land inside and outside cantonments and to safe- 
guard Government's right therein. For their salary, a reference ^ is 
invited to Army Instruction (India) No. 214 of 1937, a copy of which 
is available in the Library of the House. Some of their duties are 

f Answer to this question laid on the table, the questioner being absent. 

L278LAD C2 
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similar in type to those performed by naznl officers. The latter, so far 
as Government are aware, are not as a rule concerned with land acquisi- 
tion. 

(b) Government have no information, but in cases where their 
work is light it is probable that they do. 

(c) No. 

Mobilisation of Merchant Ships for Assistance in Time oeWab. 

366. •Mr, E. Santhanam : Will the Defence Secretary please state ; 

(a) whether Government have evolved or have in contemplation, 

any scheme for the mobilisation of merchant ships registered 

in India for assistance in time of war ; 

(b) whether they propose to bear the cost of alterations or additions 

of certain merchant ships for this purpose ; and 

(c) if the answer to part (b) be in the affirmative, what are the 

nature, extent and conditions of such assistance ? 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie : (a), (b) and (c). It is not in the public 
mterest to reply to this question. 


Stiffening of Decks of Merchant Ships for mounting Defensive 
Armaments to meet Emergencies of War. 

367. •Mr. E. Santhanam : Will the Defence Secretary please state t 

(a) whefther the Government of India are aware that His Majesty's 

Government in Great Britain have undertaken at the 
instance of the Admiralty : 

(i) to provide selected merchant vessels with guns, gun 

mountings and ammuniition, to enable these vessels to 
defend themselves in national interests in time of war, 
and 

(ii) to bear the cost of stiffening the deck of these vessels for 

mounting defensive armaments for the above purpose ; 

(b) whether the cost of such stiffening of decks, etc., for this pur- 

pose is borne by His Majesty's Government in respect of 
snips on the United Kingdom Eegistry ; 

(e) wlirther they have considered the advisability of takin« 
siinuar action as referred to in (i) and (ii) above in regard 
to ships on the Indian Registry, and whether they propose to 
recommend the owners of the ships on the Indian R^try 
to stiffen the decks of their merchant vessels for motinting 
defensive armaments to meet emergencies of war ; and 

(d) whether, in case the oymere of the ships on the Indian R^isfcry 
are prepared to stiffen the decks of the mer(diai^ vessdis, 
Govenment are prepared to bear the whole or any part of 
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BSr. E. Santhanam : May 1 know whether any or some kind of 
information can be given to the public in these matters f 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogiivie : Any kind is rather a big order. 

Mr. T. 8, Avinashilingam Ohettiar : May 1 know whether any dis- 
crimination will be made in this matter as between European-owned and 
Indian-owned ships ? 

Mr. 0. M. O. Ogiivie : I fail to understand what the Honourable 
Member is getting at. 

Mr. T. 8, Avinashilingam Ohettiar : In reply to this question the 
Honourable Member said that it was not in the public interest to reply 
to this question. I am asking whether any discrimination will be made 
between merchant vessels that are owned by Indians and those that 
are owned by Europeans. 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogiivie : I do not see how that arises out of this ques- 
tion, but I will state that neither in ships nor in men do Government 
ever exercise any discrimination between English and Indian. 

Seth Goviud Das : Will the Honourable Member please state what 
kind of information it is possible for the Honourable Member to give 
on this question ? 

Mr. C. M. G. Ogiivie ; None. 

Money lent to Peovinces by way oe Shobt-Pbriod Loans. 

368. *Mr. Mann Subedar ; Will the Hononrable the Finance Mem- 
ber state how much money, if any, has been lent to the Provinces, speei- 
tving the amount in each case, by way of short-period loans for use by 
them as cash balances, according to the scheme set out in paragraph 6, 
appendix TII to the Niemeyer Report t 

The Honourable Sir Jiames Grigg : No actual short-period loans 
were made to Provincial (Governments for cash balance purposes. For 
the year 1937-38, the Central Government continued responsible for the 
Ways and Means arrangements of the Centre and the Provinces com- 
bined. If and when the balance of any province fell below the agreed 
miTiiTTiuTn, the Cenitare bore the cost so far as it was due to revenue transac- 
tions and the province so far as it was due to non-revenue transac- 
tions. 


Indian Chief Justices op High Courts. 

369. ‘Mr. Manu Subedar : (a) Will the Honourable the Home 
Member please state in how many High Courts in India the office of 
Chief Justice is occupied by an Indian ? 

(b) During the last fifteen years, in which High Courts have Indians 
held this office not pro tern and acting, but as permanent incumbents f 

(c) Is the appointment made in consultation with the (Gpvemment 
of India, or not f 
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The Honourable Mr. R. ]S1 Maxwell : (a) to (e). Permanent ap- 
pointments to the High Courts are made by His Majesty under section 
220 of the Government of India Act, 1935. The subject matter of tlm 
question is, therefore, not the concern of the Qovei’nor General in 
Council. 

Mr. Manu Subedar ; Are any recommendations made by the Govern- 
ment of India in this matter 1 

The Honourable Mr. B. M. Maxwell : No, Sir. 

Supply op Hats to Indian Troops. 

370. *-Pandit Sri Krishna Dutta Paliwal : (a) Will the Defence 
Secretary be pleased to stale xf it is proposed to supply hats to all Indian 
troops, except the Sikhs, in lieu of piigrce xn future ‘I 

(b) If so, will Government please state the reason or reasons for 
the proposed change t 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvle ; (a) The proposal to substitute a felt hat 
for tne pagn has been under considex-atiou for some time as a result of 
representations received from units but no decision has yet been reached. 

(bj The reasons for considering the question are that the pagri is 
stated to be unsui,table under modern conditions of warfare owing to : 

(i) Its length and weight. Its excessive weight is a predisposing 
cause of heat stroke. 

(li) It is difficult to keep it in position on the head during rapid 
action. Indian other ranks have been noticed, ix^ li 11 warfare, 
to carry the rifle in one hand and hold the puyri in position 
with the other. 

(iii) It is conspicuous on field service. 

(iv) It gives no shade to the eyes. 

(v) It has serious disadvantages from the point of view of arrang- 

ing for protection from gas. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I know if it is the imits which have 
asked for this, or it is the Government of India who are forcing them 
to do that ? 

Mr. 0. M. 6. Ogilvle : I said quite clearly, I hope, that the matter 
was considered as a result of representations from the units themselves. 
The Government have by no means made up their mind in the matter 
yet. 

(b) Wbitibn Answers. 

Conversations between the War Oeetce and the Government oe India. 

371. •]!&. Abdul Qaiyum : Will the Defence Secretary, be pleased 
to state ; 

(a) whether the conversations between the Government of 
India— through Sir lyo Vassey and others— and the War 
Office have resulted in any agreement } 
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(b) what the particular subjects were which werQ discussed 

during the conversations ; 

(c) whether the talks have ended : if not, how long they are 

likely to last ; 

(d) whether ISir Ivo Vassey and his companions have submitted 

any report to the Government of India ; 

(e) if so, whether the report will be made public ; and 

(f) whether these talks are likely to result in more uioiioy being 

spent on the army in India ? 

Mr. 0, M. G. Ogilvie : (a) — (f). [ refer the Honourable Member 
to my replies to starred questions Nos. Oo, J13 and 131 asked on the 
]Oth instant on the same subject and to supplementary questions arising 
therefrom. 

Assessment of Inoome-TxOj: and Super-tax from Non-Resideni Persons 

AND Companies. 

372. *Prof. N. G. Ranga : Will the Honourable the Finance Mem- 
ber be pleased to state : 

(a) the toial number of non-resident persons and total number 

of companies who Avere assessed and were required to 
produce the balance-sheets and proftl and loss accounts of 
their Indian as well as Avorlrl business transactions, under 
sections 4 (1), 42, 43 and paragraph 111 ok* the Manual 
of the Indian Income-tax ^<^t of 1922, during the last year 
of income-tax and super-tax assessment ; 

(b) the total number of non-resident persons and total number 

of non-resident companies Avho submitted duly filled forms 
required under paragraph 111 (viii) of the Manual of the 
Indian Income-tax Act of 3922, giving their total world 
income, and Avho claimed refund under section 49 of the 
Indian Income-tax Act of 1922, during the last year of 
income-tax and super-tax assessment ; and 

(e) the total world incomes and ludian incomes of these non- 
resident persons and non-resident companies, shoAving 
separately for persons and companies ? 

Mr. A. H. Lloyd : (a), (b) and (c). Some of tbe information required 
is not available and the rest can ordy be obtained from a study of all 
the individual proceedings arising in connection with assessments. I 
do not think that the value of the information Avould be commensurate 
with the amount of time and labour spent in collecting it. 

Proposal to split the Department of Education, Health and Lands. 

373. *Mr. K. Santhanam : Will the Honourable the Home Member 
please state : 

(a) whether it is proposed to split the Department of Educa- 
tion, Health and Lands into two separate sections, each in 
charge of one Secretary, and both under one Member of 
the Executive Council ; 
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(b) the reasons for this change ; 

(c) whether this change will cost any additional expenditure to 

the Indian exchequer ; and 

(d) if so, how it is justified ! 

The Honourable Mr. R. M, Maxwell : As the question of the re- 
constitution of the Departments is still under consideration^ I am not 
yet in a poistion to give any information. 


Report published in the Daily Sainik entitled Indian Navy to be 

Doubled 

373A. *Pandit Sri Krishna Dutta Paliwal ; Will the Defence Secre- 
tary be pleased to state whether his attention has been drawn to the 
report published in the Daily Sainik, Agra, dated the 8th July, 1938, 
under the caption Indian Navy to be doubled ? 

Mr. 0. M. G. Ogilvie : Yes. 


SHORT NOTICE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Short notice 
12 Noon. questions. 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : Would you, Sir, direct the 
Honourable Mr. S^tyamurti to read both his questions and also another 
Hononrable Member who has got down a short notice question before 
I give my answer, because T propose to give a general answer to all the 
three questions ? 

Reoent Bann Pailure in SoT'^Tn India. 

Mr. S. Satyamurti : Will the Honourable the Finance Member 
please state : 

(a) whether a prominent Bank in South India, with branches all over 

India and with a working capital running into crores, 
suspended payment on the 21st June, 1938 ; 

(b) whether, in consequence, it is a fact that life savings of a 

large number of people arc gravely imperilled ; 

(c) whether it is alleged by the management of the Bank that want 

of timely assistance by the Reserve Bank of India within the 
limits of the act is responsible for their failure to meet the 
obligations against the protracted run on the Bank ; 

(d) whether following the failure of this Bank, a run started on 

other South Indian scheduled banks of sufficient gravity to 
call for the presence at Madras of the Deputy Governor of 
the Reserve Bank for a number of days to allay panic ; 
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(e) whether the scheduled banks submitted a memorandum to the 

Reserve Bank of India ; 

(f) whether the South Indian Chamber of Commerce criticised the 

non possumus attitude taken by the Reserve Bank ; 

(g) whether the Hindu in its editorial, dated the 15th July, 1988, 

reviewing the relations between the Reserve Bank and 
scheduled b^nks pointed out that the Act should be inter- 
preted in conformity with practice obtaining in the 
country" and that the scheduled banks are entitled to know 
clearly and unambiguously where they stand with the 
Reserve Bank in respect of their privileges both in normal 
as well as in abnormal times ; and 

(h) whether the Reserve Bank authorities are discharging the 

obligations imposed on them by section 17 of the Act in the 
manner and to the extent contemplated by the Act I 

Working of the Reserve Bank op India. 

Mr, S. Satyamurti : Will the Honourable the Finance Member be 
pleased to state whether the Government of India will call for a report from 
the Reserve Bank of India on the working of its banking department with 
special reference to the following : 

(a) tbe extent to which rediscount facilities in terms of section 17 (2) 

were availed of by scheduled banks during the three years 
of its working ; 

(b) whether any applications for rediscounts were rejected and, 

if so, for what reasons ; 

(c) whether any attempt has been made to establish closer contact 

with scheduled banks in normal times with a view to under- 
standing their needs and requirements and appreciate their 
diffieulties and disabilities in practical wo-ifang ; 

(d) whether the Reserve Bank has made any attempt to build up 

an independent investigation bureau, apart from the Impe- 
rial Bank ; 

(e) whether the Bank, in practice, has sought to impose restric- 

tions on the limits of discounting allowed to any scheduled 
bank in normal and abnormal times even on bills offered as 
prescribed by them ; 

(f) the extent to which facilities contemplated under section 17 

(4) (d) have been availed of by scheduled banks ; 

(g) whether applications made by banks in terms of this section 

were turned down, because the conditions of advance as 
laid down in this section had been interpreted to apply to 
future developments of warehousing systems and not to 
present facilities ; 
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(h) whether this view was peiMsted in, in bpite ot more noi’mal and 

natural interpietations forthcoming and better in accord 
With the assurances of the Honourable the Finance IMember 
at the time ; and 

(i) vvhetlKT in viev of the actual needs of banks, especially in 

times of crisis, the Reserve Bank has ever approached the 
Government of India for being invested with powers for 
advancing loans to the scheduled banks on their promissory 
bached b.v titl(>» of documents to goods in tlu custody 
( j* the Cauk ^ 

Mr. Lalchaiid Navalrai ; Sir, I ilse on a point of order. If the 
question i- itjiio one tnd ecnti^ns so uiany parts, a copy of it shoal 1 be 
Mqqii ^d ,< iho Hoi.o"’! ib e Members so that they may be able to follow 

tile <Ji-S'W(0 

Wt “^vesideat Hi- ilonoui'able Sir Abdur Kihim) . The r-^a-ion 
wiiy ill ii. o^c slmn iioiit * qi.oNiions are read out is that copies of them 
<ou]d not he ^appi'od to llie ITonourable Members. Other questions are 
not read oin because they are a ^niab.e to Honourable Members 

RlCCXT r>VKK FVILITRI!, IN’ SoUTH INDIA. 

Mr. Sami Vencatachelam Ohetty : (a) Will the Honourable the 

Finance ]\1(‘inboi* ^ dale if (4overnment are aware that duriner the re- 

cent hankiiio crisis in South India, the Reserve Bank of India refused to 
rediscount the promissory notes on demand of the clients of the scheduled 
banks on the ground that the promissory notes on demand were not the 
promiKSsorj" notes maturing within ninety days ? 

fb) If so, do Government aerce with that view, though the promis- 
sory note* on demand were realisable even immediately ? 

(c) Are Government aware lhat consequent on such illiberal inter- 
pretalmn of section IT (2) of the Act, no scheduled bank in South India 
during the recent crisis w’as aide to obtain anv help from the Rc^sorve 
Bank * 


(d) Is it a fact that the Reserve Bank refused ta recognise the 
pJedco eliit- of the client'^ of the ^heduled banks for re^pledgiiig with the 
Reserve Bank for temporary accommodation ? 


fe) Is it a fact that the Reserve Bank was on the other hand pre- 
pared to accept railway receipts and warehouse warrants of goods and 
not the actual ]''ossession of goods by the banks for the purpose of ad- 
\anees by the Reser^^e BaD|k ? 


(t) Ts it a fact that there exist no facilities for warehousing and 
issnmr of warrants thereon of storage in such warehouses ? 


/f ^ advances of the scheduled bants 

consist of (i) advances on promissory notes payable on demand of one or 
more parlies, but without any security therefor, (ii) advances on similar 
promissory notes backed by the security of goods in po^ession of the bank 
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under documents of pledge, and (iii) advances on similar promis- 
sory notes on the security of letters of hypothecation whereby the 
borrowers agree to hold a certain quantity of goods in trust, or as bailies 
for the bank ? 

(h) If so, is it a fact that, as matters stand at present, the Reserve 
BanJi Will be unable to function as bankers’ bank 

(i) Is it a fact that the only facility of advance to tlic scheduled 
banks reiiiauiiug is to advance double the deposit money of the scheduled 
bank, and if sucli assistance is very meagre t 

(j; is it a fact that investigation of credit of clients of the scheduled 
banks is Ctirried on through the agency of the imperial Bank ' 

(k) Jtiave representations been received by Govoruinent tliat such 
investigation through the Imperial Bank is resented by the luted 
banks, as the imperial Bank is very often a competing bank ' 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : SKlih your permission, 6u\ 1 
would like to reply to the tnree (luestions together, and 1 think it will be 
more satisfactory it* I made a general statement which will cover the 
various poiius wlueh have been raised i do this because of the wide in- 
terest which lias been taken in this matter but I should like to re-itorate 
what I have said previously about the confidentiality of communications 
between the Reserve Bank and Government and to say that any depar- 
ture which 1 make in this statement from this general rule is not to be 
regarded as a pi*eeedent. 

The affairs of the Bank in question are now before tlie Courts, and 
the Resei Banlc, with Ihe permission of tlie Madras High Court, con- 
ducted a preliminary investigation into its affairs and has submitted its 
opinion to the Court. In the eircuuistances, it wou,d be improper to in- 
quire at this stage into the relationship between that bank and the Ke- 
sene Bank or to make other enquiries which are intimately connected 
witli a matter which is suh judice. 

The closure of that bank had temporary repercussions on other banks 
in South India, and the Deputy Governor of the Reserve Bank went to 
Madras to look into the situation. The actual run on the scheduled banks, 
however, was slight and was stopped by the issue of a coinmuni<iue by the 
Reserve Bank that it considered the general banking position sound, and 
that it saw no reason why other South Indian hanks should be adversely 
affected by the closure of the Travancore National and Quilon Bank in 
circumstances which were peculiar to it. 

Several requests for financial assistance were made^ by the scheduled 
banks, and the Reserve Bank met them to the extent which it judged suffi- 
cient, and which in fact proved sufficient, to meet the situation. Govern- 
ment have no reason to believe that the Reserve Bank authorities did not 
adequately discharge their obligations under the Reserve Bank Act. Gov- 
ernment are in continuous touch with the Reserve Bank through their 
official director on the Central Board and are satisfied that the Bank’s legal 
powers are adequate to enable it to a^ist banks which are soundly run ; 
and that, despite certain criticisms which appear to have been levelled 
against the Bank, on this occasion, it used them adequately and on proper 
lines and in conformity with the Reserve Bank Act. As regards individual 
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transactions with scheduled banks, both on this occasion and previously, 
the relations between the Reserve Bank and the scheduled banks must be 
confidential, if the interests of the latter are to be properly safeguarded, 
and Government therefore do not consider that it would be desirable to seek 
or give any further information as to the types of bills (liscounted or the 
advances made to scheduled banks beyond the totals which are published 
in the weekly returns of the Reserve Bank. 

The Reserve Bank fully realises that if it is to be in a position to render 
timely assistance to soundly run banks which may find themselves in tem- 
porary difficuties, it must keep in close touch with their affairs when they 
are running smoothly, and it has on several occasions indicated to them 
its desire to do so ; but the ability of the Reserve Bank to keep in touch 
with them clearly depends largely on the scheduled banks themselves, as 
the Reserve Bank cannot compel them to disclose their affairs to it. It is. 
however, again addressing them in this matter. 

As regards the various types of security which it may accept under 
the Act, there appears to be considerable misapprehension. The Reserve 
Bank did not refuse assistance in any instance on technical grounds ; but 
it naturally reserved discretion to limit its assistance to what it considered 
necessary and under the most appropriate security. This is the first occa- 
sion in the history of the Reserve Bank in which assistance has been re- 
quired on account of a run, and though, so far, it considers its legal powers 
ade(iuate (and, after all, the powers given to the Bank in the Act were 
based on a most careful examination of central banks in other countries), 
it is examining them in the light of their recent practical application and 
will invite the comments of the scheduled banks. If, thereafter the Bank 
considers any further powers desirable it will no doubt report to Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. S, Satyamurti : With reference to all these questions put 
together, it is rather extremely difficult for us to ask supplementary ques- 
tions, but we will do our best. With reference to the first question put 
by me, T want to ask specifically about part (g) whether the complaint in 
the Editorial of the Uindu as to the interpretation of the relations 
between the Reserve Bank and scheduled banks, specially to bring them 
into conformity with the practice obtaining in the country has been 
examined by the Government. I am asking particularly with regard to 
goods the title deeds of which are in possession of the Bank, as dis- 
tinguished from a warehousing system which does not exist in the 
country. 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I have given rather a long 
answer. T might suggest that Honourable Members might study it and 
then consider whether any further questions are really required to eluci- 
date the position ? 

Mr. S. Satyamuri : May it stand over then till sometime later on ? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abldur Rahim) : It cannot be 
done today. 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : T may say that if questions are 
put down on any new points, not merely repetition of old ones, I am quite 
prepared to consider accepting short notice. 
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Bfc. Manu Subedar : May I enquire, in view of what has happened 
and without any reference to the existing banks which are suffering or may 
have suffered, with regard to the future, whether Government will consider 
the desirability of examining the position and prepare a draft for a pro- 
per Bank Act wliich would give sufSeient direction to ah the principal Banks 
and give the Reserve Bank the power to compel information which the Re- 
serve Bank, according to the statement of the Honourable the Finance 
Member, has not got at present ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grigg : I have got two answers to the 
question, hrstly, the matter with regard to Bank Act T have already 
answered and said that that was considered very carefully at the time of the 
Reserve Bank Act, it was also considered in connection with the recent 
Indian Companies Act ; secondly, as I have indicated in my composite 
reply, there are various questions which will in due coui‘se arise out of 
this incident and no doubt the Reserve Bank will consider all their 
implications. 


STATEMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE. 

Information promised in reply to unstarred question No, 72 ashed ly 
Sardar Sant Singh on the 12th March, 1937, 

Disposal of Traffic on th!b Rangoon Wireless Working on Phones- 

(a) Yes. 

(h) No, 

(e) Yes. 

(d) The fact is substantially as stated. 

(e) No, because there is both traf&e and technical supervision involved and a 
telegraph master is not in a position to exercise proper supervision without the assist- 
ance of a wireless operator. 

(f') Does not arise in view of the replies to parts (b) and (e). 


Information promised in reply to starred question No, 729 ashed iy 
Mr, J. D. Boyle on lehalf of lAeut.-Cohml Sir Eenry Oidney on the 
9th March, 1938, 

Persons in th!e Loco, and Traffic Departments on State Railways 

DEGRADED TO LOWEB GRADES AND NoN-GrANT OF GbADE INCREASE TO 

CERTAIN Drivers and Guards. 

(sl) On the Eastern Bengal Railway 133, Eart Indian Railway 566, Great Indian 
Peninsula Railway 1,146, and North Western Railway 848. 

(b) and (c). Presumably the Honourable Member wants to know the number of 
the * demoted * men who still remain to be promoted to their former posts and grades, 
if so, it is 15 on the Eastern Rengal Railway, 46 on the East Indian Railway, 52 on 
the Great Indian Peninsula, and none on the North Western Railway. 

(d) I am not aware of any cases where drivers and guards have been refused 
increments to which they are entitled ; but if cases not governed by disciplinary ordera 
can be specified, further enquiries will be made. 
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Injormation promised vn reply to parts (a), (i) and (c) of starred 
question No. 103.. asked by Mr. B. B. Tarma on the 28th March, 
1938. 


Refreshment Cabs on State Railway. 


Particulars of Restaurant Gars on State-Owned Raihoaye, 


Railway. 

Number of Cars 

Capital Expenditure on 

Supplying 

English 

food. 

iSlian^ 

food. 

Cars supply- 
ing English 
food. 

Cars supply- 
ing Indian 
food. 




Rs. 

Rs. 

Assam Bengal 

3 

•• 

92,010 


Bengal Nagpur 

13 

2 

7,04,066 

40,604 

Bombay, Barodaand Central India 

24 

lO^ 

9,82,584 

1,87,348 

Eastern Bengal 

5 

• • 

2,12,010 


East Indian 

19 

5 

8,31,582 

2,21,833 

Great Indian Peninsula 

33 

8 

22,09,646 

2,79,624 

Madras and Southern Mahratta 

14 

31 

3,96,700 

2,70,382 

North Westom 

18 

7 

8,91,682 

2,76,216 

South Indian 

10 

14 

2,70,963 

1,62,712 


Information promised in reply to starred question No. 1319 asked hy 
Mr. N. M. Joshi on the Uth April, 1938. 

Indian Seamen sservinq on the United Kingdom Registered Ships in the 
Coastal and Overseas Trade op India. 


Tear, 

3932-33 

. .. 



No* of seamen, 

45,666 

3933-34 

. 

•• 

•• 

38,991 

3934-35 

. 

*• 

• • 

40,949 

1935-36 

. 

•• 

•• 

41,310 

1936-37 

. 

•• 

•• 

35,973 


♦ Includes 9 Bogie III class carriages in which separate compartments are set apa rt for 
Hindu and Mohammedan catering. 
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Inforrnafion promised in reply to part (b) of starred question No. 10^ 
asked hy Bhai Parma Nand on behalf of Mr. Lalchand Navalrai on the 
10th August, 1938. 

Lottery Tickets sold by the Tourist Agency in Connaught Circus, 

New Delhi. 

(b) The Tourist Agency was closed early in 1937, and so far as I am aware no 
other Agency is carrying on a lottery business in Delhi 


MOTIONS FOR ADJOURNMENT. 

Government op India’s Refusal to amend certain Pension Rules. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Mr. Avinashi- 
lingam Chettiar has given notice of a motion for the adjournment of 
the House to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance, 
namely, the decision of tlie Government in having dropped the proposal 
recommended by the Auditor-General to amend the rules so as to make 
it possible for Government to recover from pensions any losses caused to 
Government by the negligence or fraud of officers before retirement as 
disclosed from the communique issued by the Government of Madras 
published in the Hindu dated the 13th instant and received here on the 
17th instant.^ ^ 

1 should like to know how long these rules have been in existence 
which the Government of India refused to amend. 

Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar (Salim and Coimbatore cum 
North Arcot : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : These rules have been in 
force since a very long time. It has been suggested by the Auditor- 
General that the rules should be amended. 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Abdiu* Rahim) : There are many 
other rules, I suppose, of the Government of India which 25 Honourable 
Members of this House may object to. That no ground for an adjourn- 
ment motion. I disallow the motion. 

Breache45 on the East Indian Railway Lines in the District op 
Murshidabad in Bengal, 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) ; I have received 
notice of another motion for adjournment from Mr. Akhil Chandra 
Datta. He wants to move for the adjournment of the House for 
the purpose of discussing a definite matter of urgent public importance, 
viz., the failure of the Railway Board to sanction and provide breaches 
on the East Indian Railway lines in the district of Murshidabad in 
Bengal resulting in the collapse of half of the embankment surrounding 
Behrampore town and endangering the other half of the embankment 
and causing danger to life and property in an extensive area 

Is it your case that the Government should have anticipated the 
amount of rainfall ? 
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Mr. Alrhil Chandra Datta (Chittagong and Rajbhahi Divisions : 
Mon-Muhanunadan Rural) : I submit, Sir, it has been raining, raining 
and raining, and the Government did not take any steps. The Railway 
Board were in possession of all the facte wMch would go to show that the 
embankments would have collapsed. 

Mr. President (The Ilonourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : I rule that the 
motion is out of order. 


ELECTION OP TWO MUSLIM MEMBERS TO THE STANDING 
COMMITTEE ON PILGRIMAGE TO THE HEDJAZ. 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai (Secretary, Department of Education, 
Health and Lands) : Sir, T beg to move : 

“ That this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as the Honourable the 
Presidmit may direct, t-no Muslim Members to sit on the Standing Committee on 
Pilgrimage to the Hedjaz, vwe Maulvi Syed Murtuza Sahib Bahadur, M.L.A., and 
Elhan Bahadur Shaikh Pazl-i-Huq Piraeha, MJbA. ” 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The question 
is : 

" That this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as the Honourable the 
President may direct, two Muslim Members to sit on the Standing Committee on 
Pilgrimage to the Hedjaz, mee Maulri Syed Murtuza Sahib Bahadur, M.I1.A., and 
BIhan Bahadur Shaikh Pazl-i-Huq Piraeha, M.I1.A." 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : 1 may inform 
Honourable Members that for the purpose of election of two Muslim 
members to the Standing Committee on Pilgrimage to the Hedjaz the 
Notice OfiSee will be open to receive nominations upto 12 Noon on 
Thursday, the 25th August, 1938, and that the election, if necessary, will 
be held on Monday, the 2^ August, 1938. The election which will be 
conducted in accordance with the principle of proportional representa- 
tion by means of the single transferable vote will, as usual, be held in 
Committee Room ‘ B ’ in the Assembly Building between the hours of 
10-30 A.M., and 1 p.m. 


THE CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT BILL. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The House will 
now resume consideration of the following motion moved by Mr. C. M. G. 
OgiJvie on the 15th August, 1938 : 

'' That tke Bill to amend the criminal law be taken into consideration.” 

Captain Sardar Sir Sher Muhammad Khan (Nominated Non- 
OfScial) : Sir, I have been listening to the speeches of my Honourable 
friends of the Opposition and I find that most of the arguments advanced 
by them were irrelevant. Mixing up this ordinary Bill wfth Imperialism 
is a great mystery and this mixing up will lead us to difficulties and 
misunderstandings. There is no doubt that India wants its armies to he 
nationalised and every Indian patriot wants that as soon as possible. 
That is our first and foremost object 5 but if our friends on the other 
side put obstacles in the way of these ordinary Bills, it would not be* 
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possible to Indianise the army. Onr ultimate goal, undoubtedly, is that 
the Indian army should be officered and led by Indians ; but what would 
be the result if my Honourable friends opposite were to oppose these 
ordinary measures which prevent mischief-mongers from playing with 
the army ? What will happen if there i& no army ? The result would be 
as a poet said : 


Aenge ghussal Kabul se, Kafan Japan 
Then you bring undertakers from Kabul and coffins fiom Japan.’* 

Even if the defence of our country is not completely in our^ own 
hands, it does not mean that we should stop a man from enlislting in the 
army and getting training for defence. In other words my Honourable 
friends on the other side mean that men should not join the army and 
Indians should not be trained for defence. It is a ridiculous idea to stop 
Indians from being trained in the Indian army ; it is very injurious and 
ernia] to suicide. Can They realise that vhen India will be free, this ariny 
which is now under training will stand any danger from any country tba^ 
vIP invade India ? 

As 1 was saying, Sir, most of the previons speakers advanced argu- 
mon'^s which have no hearing on the Bill under discussion. Some of my 
Honourable friends read quotations, specially my Honourable friend, 
Sardar Sant Singh. Being a schoolmaster once, I do not mind his 
reading out quotations ; but he has dealt with Palestine, racial discrimina- 
tion, foreign policy, frontier policy and^ all other questions which have 
iKi bearing on the subject matter of the Bill t hoped, Sir, thal you would 
intervene to .stop some of the nonsensical speeches which have been made 
hero Sir, my Honourable friend, Sardar Sant Singh, mentioned me three 
or four times and so I will say something on wdiat he said. So far, Sir, I 
have honestly failed to understand whom he represents. You have 
seen in the papers that the other day he attended a conference of non- 
agriculturists at Lyallpur to protest against the Bills which have been 
pa‘'Sed by the Punjab Government. 

Mr. M. S. Aney (Bevar -. Non-Muhammadan) ; Sir, is all this 
relevant to the Bill ? 

Captain Sardar Sir Slier Muhammad Khan : Again, the other day, 
he was pleading the cause of the martial races and he said that his com- 
munity has given more reernitfi and got more honours than others. I want 
to know whati his community is, 

Mr. I^resident (The Honourable Sir Abdur Kahim) : The Honour 
pbJe Member mu^ not refer to any personal matters. 

Captain Sardar Sir Sher Muhammad Khan ; More than once he 
fought the battle of the creditors. The House will remember that last 
year on the Insurance Bill • 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : That ha^ 
nothing to do with this Bill. 

Captain Sardar Sir Sher Muhammad Khan : Sir, he mentioned mv 
name four times, and I have mentioned him only three times ! 

L278LAD ® 
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Now, Sir, about the Indian army, he was talking about the Indian 
army and martial classes and soldiers. There is no doubt that old Indian 
history tells us that they were divided into four classes even in old India, 
the Brahmans, Kshatriyas, Vaishyas and Sudras, and it was the duty of 
Ksliatriyas to fight and of Brahmins to learn. I may tell my Honourable 
friend that the Indian army is composed of all the martial classes who are 
tested soldiers, on behalf of whom I say : 

** Sau pusht se hai pesha-t-aba sipaifigciTi 
Is Jang-i-siargan hi se tssat nahin mujhe,*^ 

For thousands of years our profession is soldiering ; sham fights and mock fights 
arc not the source of honours to us. ’ ’ 

Now, Sir, I come to the object of this Bill. It is really meant to 
penalise the activities of the mischief-mongers who dissuade young men 
from joining the army or persuade soldiers already in the army to rebel. 
I ask my Honourable friends who are sensible whether any Government 
would allow that. Even the Governments run by my friend, 
Mr. Satyamurti, would not allow the mischief-mongers to play with the 
army and ask soldiers to rebel. No Government in the world would allow 
that sort of thing. And I think the punishment proposed by my Honour- 
able friend, viz., two years’ imprisonment, is too light. If yon read 
Hitler orders you will find that disobedience of his orders involves 
capital punishment even in manoeuvres. And my Honourable friend should 
have proposed death as llie penalty for interfering with the army. 

An Honourable Member : When you are Commander-in-Chief, you 
will shoot everbody. 

Captain Sardar Sir Sher Muhammad Khan : If any one does that, 
that is to play with the army when I am Commander-in-Chief, I will deal 
with him like a soldier. I was very sorry to hear some Members saying 
it was perfectly righit and justifiable that men should go and ask soldiers 
to rebel. My friend, Sardar Sant Singh, quoted from a book (Inter- 
ruptions) 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Eahim) : I must ask 
Honourable Members to restrain themselves. Every Honourable Member 
has a right lo speak without being interrupted in this House, and not 
only certain Members. 

Captain Sardar Sir Sher Muhammad Shan ; He even justified that 
men should be allowed to go and ask senoys to mu+iny and rebel. I do 
not think any Government, even a Congress Government, would allow 
that.^ So T would ask my Honourable friends to keep the army away from 
politics. Politics is poison for the army. If there is no loyalty and dis- 
cipline in the army, my Honourable friend, Mr. Sham Lai, must remember 
that he and his community would be wiped out from India. 

An Honourable Member ; What is his community f 

Captain Sardar Sir Sher Muhammad Khan : Bania. As we all 
know, w-e aU want the army to he composed of efficient soldiers, but 
soldiers are not made in factories. You can make Governors and Viceroys 
but can you make a single Colonel or General overnight f It takes thirty 
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years even to command a Battalion or Brigade or to become a Colonel or a 
General. So it is not an easy question. Tlie difference between me and 
Honourable Meml)erfc> opposite is that they are men of words and I am a 
man of action. My friend, Mr. Gadgil, whose labour I appreciate, really 
put the right figures and facts about the field for recruiting and that 
this agitation had no effect on recruiting. But does he mean to say that 
the Government should sit still with folded hands, and should not introduce 
some measure to stop these things ? These men are preparing the 
ground for mischief ; and when war breaks out, these people will be let 
loose and they will spread this propaganda. So Government is quite 
right in bringing forw'ard this legislation. You cannot be digging a well 
when the fire has broken out — ^yoii must have a fire brigade ready and then 
only you can tackle the fire. 

My Honourable friend, Mr. Sham Lai, I think, said that he was 
sorry that only the sons of landlords and titleholders were enlisted in the 
army. I wish Government had done that, and I blame Government for 
not doing that. They are enlisting banias’ sons and that is why 
Sir Philip Chetwode said in England that the best type was not forth- 
coming. If banias’ sons had not been recruited and if only real land- 
lords’ sons and titleholders’ sons had been recruited, Sir Philip Chetwode 
would not have said a single word against them. I remember a story here 
which Mr. Sham Lai may like, but I am sorry I cannot say it in this 
Honourable House. (Ciies of Go on”.) 

Now, I come to my friend, Mr. Abdul Qaiyum. It is all very well to 
ge|t up here and deliver fiery si)eeches with no statesmanship or tact in 
them. My Honourable friend must remember that he is not talking in 
the streets of Peshawar to longawallas and tea-sellers. Here we have men 
who understand politics and statesmanship 

Mr. Abdul Qaiyum (North-West Frontier Province : General) : 
The tea-sellers of Peshawar are far more respectable than the Honourable 
Member. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Honour- 
able Member should withdraw that expression ; he should not make that 
kind of personal remark. 

Mr. Abdul Qaiyum : I withdraw the remark. Sir, but 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Honour- 
able Member is saying that he is not mafa'ng any personal remark against 
any one, and the Honourable Member (Mr. Abdul Qaiyum) had, there- 
fore, no right to make a personal remark of that nature. 

Iffir. Abdul Qaiyum : I will withdraw what I said, Sir ; but the 
Honourable Member must also withdraw the aspersions^ and reflections 
which he has made on respectable residents of my conslituency. I take 
the strongest exception to it. He does not represent anybody but I 
represent my people in my representative capacity : why fHimiA he call 
them names ? They are far more respectable and better patriots than the 
Honourable Member. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : Order, order. 
The Honourable Member should not say that, he diould withdraw it. 

D278LAD 
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Mr. Abdul Qaisnim : T will withdraw it, but 1 wmibl ivqi 
Sir, to ask the Honourable Member not to cast any aspcr.sions 
constituents. That is why I stood up. He reterrcd to t} 
temptuously. I am here to defend their interests. He must v, 
(Cries of “ Withdraw, withdraw ”.) 

Captain Sardar Sir Sher Muhammad Khan ; 1 iiave haid 
against any one, Sir, 


Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : I tli 
Honourable Member has said that he did not mean to cast any a^ 
on any one. 


Mr. Abdul Qaiyum : Let him say so, Sir. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : He oi 
that when addressing your constituency you might make that 
remark. There is a difference between addressing one’s constitue; 
addressing Members of this House. 

Captain Sardar Sir Sher Muhammad Khan : I have said 
against his constituency. My friend has alreadj’^ got so nervous 
jiave got i-wo more pages for him. Talking and shouting will not t 
are uieii of action. My Mend, Mr. Abdul Qaiyum, said somethin 
thi’ lndi;n army and that it was of no use. Probably he tlid not 
seriously. If he had really seriously meant that, I might ask li 
saved him when the Afridis raided Peshawar : who sjived him ai 
saved the Peshawaris ? It was ihe Indian Army 


Mr. Abdul Qaiyum : We wanted the Afridis to come. In f 
ueleomed them. 

Captain Sardar Sir Sher Muhammad Khan . Then, Sir, I ar 
my friend w'ent on to say (Interruptions.) 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) ; The 1 
able Member should not be interrupted in that way. 


Mr. Abdul Qaiyum : But, Sir, is he right in provoking us ? 

Captain Sardar Sir Sher Muhammad Khan : If the At'ridi 
carried him away from Peshawar, who will pay his ransom ? 


Mr. Abdul Qaiyum : Do not worry. 

Captain Sardar Sir Sber Muhammad Khan : Then he nppei 
my Honourable friends of the Muslim League to vote for the Bill, 
right has he to ask 

Mr. Abdul Qaij^um : On a point of information. Sir, I 
appealed to the Mimlim League to vote for the Bill ; I appealed to t 
vote against the Bill. 

Captain Sardar Sir Sher Muhammad Khan : All right. I 
words more, and I have done. Some Honourable Members said ab< 
defence of Madras and Bombay 


Mr. .N. Bf. Joahi (Nominated Non-Oficial) : What do you Jn 
Bombay ? 


y 


4 



THE CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT BILL. 


751 


Captain Sardar Sir Sher Muhammad Khan : I know more than you 
})ecause Mahatma Gandhi comes from Bombay. Some Memljera said that 
they did not want any army for Bombay or Madras and they will look 
after themselves. What happened when the Emden attacked Madi*as f 

Mr. S. Satyamurti (Madras City : Non-Mnhammadan Urban) : 
Who said all this ? Nobody said that. 

Captain Sardar Sir Sher Muhammad Khan ; All right. Probably 
Mhen an enemy comes to Bombay, when yon do not have an army, yon will 
go and present an address at the Gateway of India to him. With these 
words I oppose the motion of Mr. Satyamnrti. 

Maulana ShauJsat Ali (Cities of the United Provinces : Muliam- 
niadan Urban) : Sir, I crave yonr indulgence to permit me to sit down and 
make my speech. I have got a very severe attack of oedema, and if I stand 
long, it means torture to me. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa (Allahabad and Jhansi Divisions : Non-Muham- 
madan Rural) : How will yon fight ? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdnr Rahim) : If the Honour- 
able Member is not well enough to address the House standing, then he can 
do so sitting. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : Then, he must stand at the close of the speech 
so that we may know that he has finished. 

Maulana Saukat Ali : Sir, I need hardly assure my friend, Mr. Sri 
Prakasa, that since I cannot run, I will stay fighting while he can run away 
from the field. I want to take this debate to a somewhat higher Jeveh 
Hjiterruption.) 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : You are entirely mistaking your man ! 

Maulana Shaukat Ali : I think my voice is strong enough to reach 
everybody if they will only exercise a little patience. They can tear me lo 
pieces if they like after they have heard me, — I shall not complain, — ^but I 
vant my friends to show me a little patience and listen to me carefully 
before they try to interrupt me. I am a hardened sinner, I have stood the 
racket a good deal more than any of them here, so they will get no change 
out of me. 

Now, Sir, I have been listening to the speeches made on the flour of 

House during the last few days with very great care and interest. The 
name of my late brother, Maulana Muhammad Ali, and that of mine have 
been brought in in the course of these discussions, but I do not pro])ose to 
saj* much about it. We, Sir, on this side of the House are a small group 
of Muslim Leaguers, and we have received advice from this side of the 
House (Government) and from that side (Congress), in fact from all sides 
lo vote with them. One Honourable Member from the unattached side 
even came over to our Bench and abused us, and, if it was not for the de- 
corum of the House, he would have received a reply which he would have 
remembered all his life. But, Sir, I do not want to create more tension, — 
we have already enough tension and excitement in the country, — and T do 
not want to say anything to increase it. The whole object of this bullying 
and appealing was that they wanted us to vote with them. I know per- 
fectly well, the Muslim League today is a small, disorganised weakling, it is 
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a small group, but we are growing fast and perfectly capable of putting 
up a figbt, and so I thinV our friends should leave us alone and the ques- 
tion of giving our votes may be left to our ovm. conscience. 

1 remember very well in the early days when my late brother pub- 
lished his paper, the well-known Comrade, a cartoon appeared in it, show- 
ing a high caste Hindu standing in front of a poor untouchable grovelling 
before him saying “ Away with thee, but give me Ay vote ”. lam not 
going to give my vote to anybody unless I am convinced that it is in ihe 
interests of Islam, my people and my country. So far, neither the Gov- 
ej-]iment nor the Congress listened to us. They boA wanted us as camp 
followers which we refused to be. I would ask my Congress iriemls ro 
remember one thing — ^there is a va.st difference between us in regard to our 
policies. My friends on this side (Congress) are advocating the policy of 
Mr. Gandhi who believes in non-violence in thoughts, in words and in 
deeds, but how far my friends here carry out their chief’s policy in this 
House is a matter for the world to judge. One should not cast stones it 
others if he is not prepared to receive them back. Therefore, it would 
seiw'c no purpose if you abuse me and I abuse you in return, because luatters 
will go from bad to worse. 

Sir, I may tell you one thing that we Muslims do not believe in tion- 
violcnce as a policy. Every one knows it, our Great Prophet (may God’s 
peace be on him) and the Holy Quran have enjoined on us that when we 
ai'o attacked, we should not hasitate to get up and strike a blow in return. 
That is our faith, which is entirely opposed to what Mr. Gandhi preaches 
and they believe in. We are in a minority in India, and so how are we 
going to meet the present position ? I think my friend, Mr. Satyamurti, 
said that India should have her own army for defence. T don’t know if 
Mr. Gandhi will approve even of an army which would defend by violence. 
I have been in close association with Mr. Gandhi for several yeai’S, and, so 
far as I know, it was ne\er his policy to resort to violence of any sort under 
any circumstances, but I do not know if the policy in their camp has now 
changed. I do not know what is happening Aere now. We, for our part. 
Sir, cannot go and ask onr Muslim breAren not to enlist themselves in Ae 
army in Ae event of a war ; we cannot ask our Muslim brethren to revolt 
or to stai-t a revolution in case they are called upon to enter the army in 
large numbers. After all, the army is a big affair, it consists of both 
Hindus, Muslims and also oAer castes, and the larger Ae number of men 
trained as soldiers, Ae better it is for our country. But how and where 
they should be employed is a matter to be decided by us. 

Now, Sir, I come to the Khilafatist trial at Karachi in which my 
brother, myself and other co-workers were tried and sentenced. I was a 
devoted worker in the Khilafat movement, and the Government of Lloyd 
George wanted to send our soldiers to Angora and fight against our Turkish 
brethren, and we said “ No ”. Before we went to prison, I felt the inner- 
most call of my heart which prompted me to take Ae action I did. 'fwo 
or three of my friends and, later on, some oAer friends decided to act and 
pit ourselves against the might of the British and we were mterned. While 
we;; were in prison, Hindu merchants and rich men started many funds in 
Oalcutta and Bombay, and clocks were put up to show Ae daily increase in 
the contributions, and there was a r^ular competition between Ae various 
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provinces as to which province contributed the most in men and money to 
aid the British Government. Then we were prompted to take the action 
\se did, because we felt it was necessary to take such action then ; we felt 
the call and gladly suffered and paid a penalty for our convictions. But, 
now, we have to be very careful before we give the same advic*' t^» our 
people. Circumstances have changed. Some day we will have to rule our 
own country ; ^we will have to administer justice ; 'sve will havo h' i any 
on the administration of this country. How are we to carry on the admlnis- 
lji*alioii of our country without a 'well trained army of soldiers consist- 
ing of all castes and creeds f ' I do not want to introduce any distinction 
between martial and non-marfcial classes ; we must all be prcjparcd to 
del end our country. We want Indianisation in the true sense of ih(‘ 
word. I know the Government of India are very tardy in this j*espcct. 
Anyway, Sir, if you really want no army, then alone you can go and tell 
your people not to join the army ; you can teach them to break the dis- 
cipline, to revolt and to resort to a revolution and what not, but I strongly 
feel and do say that w’e would be wrong ; that will be a very bad thing 
for everyone of us, because I know that if plague breaks out once on that 
side, it wull spread to this side also. We have to think of a future, and, 
therefore, I think we should not even in a moment of excitement create a 
feeling among people which will in the long run recoil on ourselves, and 
win oil will be against our own interests. 

My young friend, Mr. Abdul Qaiyum, referred to me in his speeches. 
Sir, J have a soft corner for him in my heart. He was once a pupil o£ my 
late brother, Maulana Muhammad Ali ; he was in the Khilafat movement 
as a young worker. He is in the opposite camp and often talks big. VVlien 
lie does so, my only reply to my young friend is : ‘‘ I am coming to the 
Frontier Province, and there we will t£& ’ ^ I did go there, and he knows 
the resuH. In the same way, I i^all not try to reply to him here, but vdien 
1 go .0 his Province in October next, I shall have my further talks with 
him. Sir, as things stand today, I see no chances of understanding between 
us and the Congress. I fear this tension will grow, and I feel also that all 
of os in this unfortunate position should be very careful to see that we do 
not aggravate the present condition. I will tell the Congress friends that 
there is no use abusing your opponents or shouting at them for the sake of 
gelling a vote. That kind of thing will not help any one. You may brow- 
beat and bully a weakling, but you will not succeed in attaining your 
object. There ought to be a better policy pursued in the interest of the 
country. I know we Muslims are very few here, we are also in a minority 
in the country, hut we have a certain responsibility as regards our peo]de, 
and we do not want to create and accept a defeatist mentality, because if 
in some provinces you happen to be in a huge majority, in four provinces 
we are also in a majority, big or small, though weak and unorganised today. 
You succeed in dividing Muslims and in making them to quarrel among^ 
themselves, because they are not properly organised, but you wUl fail ui 
your object. Whatever may be, Sir, I want that brave, strong and healthy 
soldiers from all classes of people, irrespective of caste or creed, should be 
trained and so this kind of brow-beating a certain section, because you 
happen to be in a majority, is really a very ugly thing and would do and is 
doing lots of harm to our country. I warn the House that a moment comes 
when eveh the proverbial worm turns, and I think it will not be for the good 
of the country or of even the majority community, liook at what is 
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happening in the world. Suppose the British go away — no doubt, the 
sooner they do so the better — but do you think that without auy arms, 
without auy preparation, without an army you will be able to do any- 
thing ? Will you be able to stop other greedy people from coming down 
uimn US ? Will you be able to stop other nations, other European nations ? 
They have power, they have trained soldiers, they have military strength 
and they will come and attack you. Sir, I submit that the oppoaicion ro 
this Bill is wrong. I am perfectly confident that if they want to -ieiul 
Muslim troops to Palestine, we shall not allow them. One or two years' 
imprisonment will not make much of an impression. There wa* the 
Karachi trial where we were likely to get 20 years’ imprisonment, but 
we did not care. We were sentenced to four years’ imprisonment con- 
currently. But it did not stop us. I hope I will not be considered 
impertinent if I say that this Government, if they ever try to send Muslim 
troops again to Palestine or Indian troops anywhere against the wishes of 
the people of India, they will be committing an act of folly if not madness. 
If they do, we shall work against them as we did before, and what is two 
yeai’s’ imprisonment for doing our duty ! You start a revolution instead 
of talking, and I shall be with you. You want Indianisation ; you want to 
open up higher jobs for us. Look at the civilian block opposite. Why do 
you ask them to resign ? Why do you want to go and deprive the i^oor 
soldiers only of their meagre livelihood Today there are about a lakh 
of Muslim soldiers in the Punjab and they will be left starving and poor 
if I go and ask them to resign and revolt, as a result of this amendment of 
my Honourable friend, Mr. Satyamurti. And, what after it ? IC India 
was united and there w’as concerted action amongst us, it would be some- 
tliiug, but today you and I are disunited. I do not w^ant to use stioiig 
language, I may be tempted to do so, but I apologise if I use strong language 
which I am tempted to do. I m^e an earnest appeal to the Congress 
Gioup that this kind of thing should stop. In my own humble way^ 
though you may attribute and do attribute it to w^hatever motives you 
like, 1 must persist. I am near the end of my life, life has not been over- 
happy with me, and the sooner this inglorious life is at an end, the better. 
We do feel that luore Indians should be educated and trained ; more 
Indians should be in the army, so that we may be able to defend our own 
hearths and homes. Supposing the British go away, when there is a ^^ar 
in Europe— they need not use your army. Wliat is, after all, an army of 
a lyJsli or two lakhs ? I think England can give two or three lakhs more 
of soldiers, they are patriotic enough for that. They will sav Don’t 
give us your men. Keep them. We will send our own men ”. * 

An Honourable Member : Also women. 

Maulana Shaukat Ali ; The more honour to them if they send their 
wonxeii to fight, when we men refuse to fight, and it is a matter of shame for 
us. Supposing the British are beaten in the world war and go out of 
India, then you would need more army to defend your country. Do other 
people believe in non-violence as you do ? If you lie down on the ground 
when they attack you, they won’t stop, they will go on and will laugh at 
you, and the whole world will Laugh at you. Let us by all means get as 
much control of the army as possible. Give this Government advice, and 
if they do not take it. then think of action. There is no use of merely 
talking. The only result of that is that we quarrel among ourselvegf over 
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sniall things. In this respect I am tempted to tell a story against my 
brother, Mr. Abdtil Qaiyuiu. Wlien T was a boy, my nurse used to toll me 
a story. A lazj’ young man, strong and hefty, came over and askM for 
^ert'i(e. The employer asked him “ What is your name ” ? 

^Ura nam liai ^siuiklcar para — (My name is sugar-candy). 

Turn Ichate kitna ho ** — (How much do you eat!). 

Mvn das hara ** — (Ten or twelve maunds). 

Pam I'iina pite ho ** — (How much water do you drink ?). 

Mailca sara ** — (A whole jarful). 

Kam Tcitna karte ho ** — (How much work do you do ?). 

Maui hnn naana hechara ** — (Oh work — am a poor little boy I). 

Mr. Qaiyum, when asked to fight, says “He is non-violent That 
is the position. I am not a believer in non-violence. I lived and worked 
wi(h Mr. Gandhi for several years, as everybody knows, and went about with 
him, bat I could not keep it up, and said good bye because I did not 
agree with him. T say, do not make the tension greater. You may pur- 
sue y<jui* tactics, you may manoeuvre, you may try again mass contact 
scheme with ^Muslims, but you will not succeed. I will oppose you with the 
same weapon, I can do it, and I am a bit of genius in that lino. 1 do not 
want you to indulge in mass contact. (Interruption.) I do not object to 
my Honourable friend, Mr. PaliwaHs interruption. He is sitting next to 
Mr. Rri Prakasa who has wit and humour. He ought to take lessons from 
him before he makes a pointless joke, and I hope he won’t mind my ipioling 
an Urdu verse : 

** Lage munh hhi chhi/rhane dete dete gaUan sahel 
Zaham higri to higri thi, Jeh^har Ujye dahem ligra.** 

You have begun making faces besides abusing. Take care your tongue had 
joue bad befoic, the face may also go >vTong now.’’ 

I hope you will not make this tension worse. You may stigmalisc me 
ns a toady or reactionary, accepting bribes from the British. I wish lhat 
bribes were given to me from any quarter. At one time, when we were 
with the Congress, when the Hindus and Muslims were working tosrelher, 
it said that we were getting vast sums of money from the Hindus. 
Tivy can reveal true facts now. When we left the Congress, it \Vc\^ said 
that I was getting huge sums of money from the Government, whereas the 
G )Yernment are not giving even my pension for eleven years. ^ I hope some 
Honourable Congress friend will move soon that I may be given my back 
pen-sion. 

An Honourable Member : With interest. 

Maulana Shaukat AJi : I am a Muslim and do not take uiterest, but 
in this case I will become a Hindu and accept compound interest with 
pleasure. I am extremely sorry that I cannot support this amendment. If 
rlie British Government misuse my soldiers and hurt me in my faith, — as I 
said before, w^hen such an occasion arises — I will act as I did before- -I want 
them to give up Palestine. We Muslims here and elsewhere are 100 millions 
strong, and the British ought to have more feeling for us than for foreign 
Jews from Poland, Kussia and other places. Palestine is not their country-— 
they left if long ago,— it is our country. We must have it back. I am in 
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toucL with Palestine, I know every district, every nook and corner of that 
Holy Ijancl. My brother is buried there, and I have many very dear 
there, and 1 know the feelings of the Arabs and the whole of the Arab laee. 
Wl»atever you may do, Palestine will be in the possession of the Muslims 
and the Arabs. T beg to submit again that this war on the frontier against 
our Waziri brethren should stop. Don^t use this peaceful pen cti at j on 
policy, this ‘‘forceful'' penetration which it really is. This state ol 
affairs shuu^a be stopped, and it will be to your interest and the interest of 
tne I^ritish Empire. A strong, contented, powerful Afghanistan, a strong, 
contented set of brave independent tribes, a contented, brave and organised 
India, will be of greater use to you than any law or Hlatute that you can 
nuike. That is all I wish to say. 

Mr. Grovind V. Deshmukh (Nagpur Division : Non-Muhammadan) : 

I have followed the discussion very closely and 1 am 
^ sorry to find that there has been a confusion in the 

minds of certain persons. I do not attribute it to any perversity. Tt has 
been suggested by more than one Member on the opposite side that we, 
on this side, do not ivant an army, that persons who are mischiefmongers 
are going about trying to dissuade persons from enlisting in the army. As 
a matter of fact, the facts are otherwise. Tf speeches have been made, it 
does not appear to me that they had any effect in dissuading persons 
from enlisting themselves in the army. We have had from Mr. Reality, 
as he was called, that tliere is clamour in the Punjab for enlistment, that 
there is a cry that there should be w’ar, so that they can make money. 
Then lio-w is it that speeches made are going to dissuade persons from en- 
listing in the army ? T submit that there are no such speeches made or, 
if tliey have been made, they mu^t have had some other object. It is 
wrong, therefore, to suggest that speeches are being made to dissuade per- 
sons from enlisting themselves in the army. On this side of the House, 
it i*^ not our case that there should be no army. Please do not cor fuse 
the issues and don't give a dog a bad name and hang it. We do not say 
that you should not have an army. We are not raising an army for the 
first lime. The army is there. You want to raise a fear in the minds of 
the public by saying : ‘ Here are tliese. men who do not want an army. 
In that case,* tliere will be theft, robbery and arson and so on, and there 
will be no protection Let us be considerate and reasonable and not 
appeal to passions or any League or any community or religion. Let us 
face the facts as they are. This Bill which we are considering is in the 
nature of a muzzle which is meant to silence our conscience. It puts a. 
restraint on our liberty. An attempt has been made to justify the restric- 
tion which this Bill imposes upon us by a reference to the enforcement of 
the Criminal Law^ Amendment Act in Madras. People fail to appreciate 
the distinction there is. It is a vain attempt to justify the imposition of 
restriction by this Bill by referring to the restriction in Madras. There 
the restriction has been placed by a responsible Government which can 
be removed by the Legislature purely in the interest of the people ; while 
the restriction contemplated is by an irresponsible Government^ in the 
intere.st of the foreigners. That is an important distinction which you 
must not forget. Let me illustrate my point in this way, though the 
illustration may fall short of the proposition that I have been laying down. 
There is a person who is suffering from pneumonia. He is advised by the 
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patient to get up . If the person does not wish to follow the advice he 
can thspense with tl^t doctor and the nurse if he so desires ; then he takes 
the conwquenees There is another case where a man enters your house 
and holds a pistol at your head, asks you not to move and ransacks the 
house and clears it of all valuable possessions. There is a lot of diffei-ence 
betwem the restriction qf freedom in the two cases. You cannot say that 
both the cases are identical. If Mr. Narang is anxious to have an army 
first and then going to decide what the policy should be, then he is playing 
with hre. Let us be ^ided by experience. We have already an army 
for years. It is not as if a new army is going to come into existence today. 
It has been in existence for so many years. Mr. Narang has been here for 
more years than myself. Certainly he cannot say that Avlien Government 
wanted to send the army overseas or across the border, Government followed 
our advice. Let us carefully consider the matter. Even children when 
ones they burn their fingers by touching a certain object, learn by experience 
and vuTl not touch that object again and they become wiser. You have 
been supporting and maintaining this army for so many years and what 
has been the result f 


Let us see what the effect of supporting this Bill would be. It would 
preclude o'-, hereafter, from protesting if our armies are sent abroad or 
across the border. What docs the Statement of Objects and Reasons say ? 
This Bill is intended to punish those persons who dissuade people from 
joining in the army and from taking part in any war in which the British 
Empire may become engaged. You want recruits— what for ? For fight- 
ina the battles of the British Empire. The Empire is not India. If we pass 
a Bill like this, then it will be impossible for us to protest when our armies 
are '•ent overseas or across the border to fight the battles of the British 
Empire. If w'e protest, the Defence Secretary will at once say : ‘ Look 
here, gentlemen. Have you read the Statement of Objects and Reasons. 
Tile army is raised to fight the battles of the British Empire Then you 
cannot really protest. What does the Bill propose to do ? It proposes 
to penalize the activities of such persons as wish to dissuade the would- 
be recruits from fighting the battles in which the British Empire may be- 
come engaged. If I tell the recruits not to fight, yon can, under this 
Bill, put me in jail. Have I not fought your battles before this ? And 
what has been the result ? Colonies have been made comfortable and 
seeiTre to live in by the Indian labourer and the Indian soldier. Have 
his brethren got anything ? They do not enjoy today the rights and 
privileges which even the aliens enjoy in the colonies. Will you support 
an Empire like this -whieli leaves you in the lurch, which exploits your men 
and money to maintain itself ? Will j’on support a Government like this ? 
Sir, it is really too much to ask us to support this Bill as it is and ask us to 
fight Empire’s battles. What shall we fight for ? Shall we fight because 
you put restraints on our acquisition and enjoyment of the lands in the 
colonies f Shall we %ht for the differential treatmeoit you give us in issu- 
ing trade lieense.s ? Shall we fight for the segregated quarters that you 
have allotted to us for living in ? Shall we fight for denjung us franchise 1 
What shall we fight for ? You have, as a matter of fact, deurivcf' Indians 
of their land^, of their trade Ueenses and all their means of living. You 
are destroying onr people by destroying all their means of livelihood. That 
is the charge* which we mt^e against the colonies. England may say, 
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“ love me, help me but f-he cannot say, love me and love my doi»*s '' 
Sir, we are not really going to support her dogs whatever that may be. 
‘What shall we fight for ? Shall we fight because the colonies insult us, be- 
cause the colonies give threats to as ? Is it because we are helpless that we 
shajl fight the battles ot‘ the Empire ? Recently, Sir, a certain gentle- 
man, who is called Lord Francis Scott, said in an over-lordly fashion : 

“ We will not toloiato interference from local Indians, the Government of India or 
anjliody else on this particular question 

at a laeeting, — referring tc> the agitation against tlie Order-iu-Couneii in 
regard to the Kenya Highlands area. Sir, this threat was conveyed here by 
Renter on the 24th January, 1937. He says : 

“ We toII not tolerate interference from local Indians ”, — and nol only that , — 
“ the Government of India or anybody else on this particular question.” 

Anybody else means the Imperial Government. Now, if there is a threat 
iibe this, are we going to support such colonies who administer threats to 
our Government like that Sir, wc want you to be a Government possessing 
some self-respect, we do not want you to go down on your knees as you do 
now whenever they threaten you. See, Sir, how they nate you.’ Will 
you always support them and always defend the cause of the colonies ? 
Think of what this threat means. Thej’ do not listen to the emissaries that 
you send. They do not listen to you aud yet you want Ub to spill our blood 
and you want us to spend our money aud sacrifice our men end do every- 
thing that is really desirable only from their point of view. T submit, Sir, 
I am not saying too much. What yon are asking is an impossibility. I ask 
lliat eve!ry Member should consider these questions aud these facts which 
stare you in the face. Sir, I am not appealing to communal feelings, I 
ask you to really consider these facts. Do not be obli-vious of these fads 
when you come to vote on the motion for the consideration of the Hill. Tt 
has been said, leave aside the colonies, there is this Great Britain. Well, 
T have dealt with the colonies but I have not got a good opinion about 
Great Britain either. How has Great Britain acquitted hei-self Sir, 
she has exploited this country for so many years, the country has been 
drained and, as Lord Hardiuge wo^d have said, bled white. This country 
has been drained to this extent, and shall we support this Government on 
ads motion and spend money ? Recruits cannot be had merely for the 
asking of it. Shall we help you in any war which Great Britain or the 
colonies might be involved in I Certainly not. Sir, if we take this atti- 
tude, there is surely a justification for this attitude of ours. Now, T come 
to certain exceptions to this clause... 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) : The Honour- 
able/ Member can continue his speech if he likes after Lunch. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Luncli till Half Past Two of the 
Clock. 



The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the 
Clock, Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta) in the Chair. 


Mr. Govind V. Deshmukh ; Mr. Deputy President, Sir, before I 
come to the provisions of the Bill, let me refer to the song of the siren 
sung to enslave us during the course of the debate. There was one Honour- 
able Member who sang this and there may be many more to sing the same 
song. It lias been suggested that the British Empire tod India are the 
same. It was Mr. IShivaraj who said so. Well, we on this side, differ very 
much, but we are lucky enough to find others on the opposite Benches also 
differing from him. It was Sir Muhammad Yamin Khan who said that he 
had objections to the wmrds “ British Empire ” in the Statement of Objects 
and Reasons of this Bill, I am very glad that there is one such Honour- 
able Member on llie other side, and 1 would request Air. Shivaraj to get 
matters explained from him. Sir, the interests of the British Empire and of 
India are certainly not the same. Great Britain and the Colonies have 
de-si)oiled us. As it is, it is misery enough that we have been de-spoiled but 
it is adding insult to injury to be told by tliese despoilers thac they are our 
benevolent benefactors. I should like those Honourable Members who want 
to support this Bid to say whether they wish to support tliis Bill, because 
they like the treatment that is meted out by the Colonies to the Indians or 
because Great Britain has exploited India. There are no other grounds and 
no oilier justification for supporting a Bill like this. At least, I caiiiiol im- 
agine any other ground. Any person who has got self-respect in this House 
cannot be in a ])Osition to support this Bill. It has been suggested that 
those who go out now dissuading the wouldbe recruits from getting enlisted 
to fight in wars in which the British Empire may he engaged are xjus- 
chiefmongers. If you ignore the insults which are offered to the repre- 
seiilaciv.'s of this Government and to the persons who are their own blood 
relations and if you a.so ignore their interests, then certainly you can call 
them misehiefniongers. But if you respect the interests of your own 
countrymen and if you have any regard for the self-resptict of your own 
countrymen, then you canol cliarge any person who says : ‘Oh, do not 
get vourself reciuited for fighting the battles of the British Bmpue as 
a mischiefmonaor. Do not consider that persons on this side have nothing 
at stake or tbar they are afraid to fight. There are persons on this side 
who are equally respectable, who hold a high social status, '^^bo are the 
.sons of the the' zamindars and who will stand side by side to delcnq Inis 
country. They will certainly come forward to join the array if persons 
on the Opposite Benches will restrict their activities merely to fighting 
for the defence of this country. 


Sir I do not wish to refer to the provisions of the Bill, but I wish 
to refer to the two Exceptions. Exception No. 1 says that you are free 
to criticise the policy. As it is, our freedom lo criticise is very much 
hedged in by the phraseology good 

recruits ’ and so on. After all these phrases, I subimt there ®n be very 

little freedom to criticise the policy. And f ^ 

the policy ? Can we influence it ? I do not think we can be beguiled 

by this little toy. Has it ever, done any good up 
criticised the policy of Indianisation ; we have 

poHoy ; and we have criticised so many other things and yet with no effect. 
It is, therefore, useless to say that Exception 1 gives us some latitude to 
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criticise the policy. Those persons who want to support this Bill should 
demand fiist from the Government, a constitutional guarantee that this 
army shall not be sent overseas and shall not be sent across the border. 
They should also demand a constitutional guarantee that Government 
shall abide by the decision of this House. Let us not be indecisive ; let us 
be definite. To say let us have our own army first and then we will se with 
whom to fight is full of risks. Experience has taught us that we, as a 
matter of fact, have no hold over the movements of the army. It may be 
sent anywhere — ^to places where you do not desire it to be sent. As my 
friend,, Mr. Abdul Qaiyum, observes, it is giving a weapon in thoir hands 
and it is absurd to say afterwards that we will defend ourselves. Sir, 
the second Exception to this BiU allows a person to give advice to his kith 
and kin or to his dependants so that they may join or may not join the 
army. That is the only latitude which has been given. If I can in my 
own interest advise my kith and kin not to enrol themselves to fight the 
battles of the British Empire, then I see no reason why anything should 
prevent me from saying the same thing to the public ? "V^hy should any- 
thing prevent me from giving the same advice to people in whom I am 
interested ? This Bill allows you to love yourself, to care and love your 
kith and kin, requires you to love the Empire more, but your country never. 
Sir, I oppose the consideration of this Bill. 

Mr, Amarendra Nath Chattopadhyaya (Burdwan Division : Non- 
Muliammadan Eural) : Sir, for the last three days, I have listened to 
the speeches of the Honourable Members regarding the Bill both in 
support of this motion, including that of my Honourable friend, Mr. 
Satyamurti, and against i$. Sir, we have been accustomed to all sorts 
of repri»ssive measures in this land of ours and the authors and sponsors 
of those repressive measures have taken it for granted that whatever 
measures of further repression they may introduce will be acceptable 
to us. Sir, but those who feel that 350 millions of Mother India's children 
have been kept under foot by this foreign nation for over a century 
cannot possibly support a measure of this kind. Those who feel they 
are not happy under subjugation will never support. 

Sir, the Statement of Objects and Reasons says : 

A large number of public speeches designed to dissuade persons from enlisting 
in the Defence Eoroes or, in the alternative, to incite would-be recruits to commit acts 
of mutiny or insubordination after joining those Forces have come to notice during 
the past eighteen months. The object of the speakers is clearly not the spread of 
pacifism, but to dissuade would-be recruits from taking part in any war in which the 
British Empire may become engaged. The Bill is aesigned to penalise these activities. ’ * 

Sir, those who are familiar with or are in charge of the legal aspect 
of this Bill have declared that this Bill is in order. Now, there is no 
use questioning the legal aspect. But for those who have been fighting 
for the freedom of India for over thirty years, this law has no meaning 
to them, everything in this Bill is out of order. Is it unlawful to 
or persuade a man to tell the Irath ? Is it unla'svful to ask a man not 
to steal ? jfe it unlawful to ask a man not to be connected with nefarious 
activities ? If all these are not unlawful, why should it be unlawful for 
any man to ask his neighbour or his friend or countrymen not to join 
the army where he has to kill his own kinsmen or where has has to kill 
people with whom he or they are not at war or be killed for no purpose. 
This Bill has no moral sanction. A law without any moral sanction 
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camioi be worth the name of law. The Honourable the Defence Secre- 
tary said that this was a non-contentious measure. He did not know 
that he stuck a hoi'net b nest and the stings which he must have been 
so keenly feeling all these days hare been fortunately [)al]iated by ihe 
sweet speeches of some of my Muslim brethren, in hib buppon. I 
wonder why my Muslim brethren have thought' it fit to .support this Bill 
though they do not contest the proposition that this Bill forges another 
link to our chain of bondage. I could not follow why our Muslim 
friends thought it wise to support the Government when the Government 
are forging fetters after fetters on us. The preamble to the Bill says : 

‘ ‘ WhereHS it is expedient to supplement lie criminal law by providing for the 
punislimont of certain acts prejudicial to tlic recruitment of persons to serve in, and 
to tlie discipline of, Ills Majesty’s Forces ; It is hereby enacted as follows 

Clause 2 (a) says ; 

2. Whoever : 

(a) wilfully dissuades or attempts to dissuade the public or any person fiom 
entering the military, naval or air forces of His Majesty, or ' ^ 

Sir, it wants us to help recruitment and lead our countrymen to 
join the British army when they go to war against other nations. 

Sir, tlio British Government in India, in the name of the Empire 
is appealing to our loyalty. They have traded on our loyalty for over 
a century. They have misused, misinterpreted our loyalty to tJie Crown. 
Loyalty truely means that one must be true to himself. I submit that if 
any Indian is loyal to himself, he cannot be loyal to the British Govern- 
ment which is a government of the oonqueirors. There cannot bo any 
love between the conquerors and the conquered. Whenever any man 
tries to create by any Act or any law a feeling of loyalty or love betweenj 
the conquerors and the conquered, I say emphatically that that man is 
doing a harm, a wrong to the conquered. There cannot be any psycholo- 
gical or moral explanation of love between the conquerors and the 
conquered. If any law is to be introduced and passed in any Assembly, 
it must be a law to help us to free us from the fetters of bondage and to 
furtiier our efforts to make us independent. If in the course of our 
legislative life, we become a party to any law which will bind us 
further and further, we shall be false to ourselves and to our consti- 
tuency. My Honourable friend, Mr. Joshi, suggested that in order^ to 
coxmter the mischief by the preachers dissuading people from joining 
the army, the Government should employ propagandists persuading 
people to join the army. He suggested that Government should sub- 
sidise newspapers and appoint preachers to preach in the villages to 
the effect that the British Government is a benevolent government and 
that it stands for the protection of the people of India. I submit. Sir, 
the Government have a guilty conscience ; therefore, they cannot try it. 
This Bill is undoubtedly the outcome of an extreme nervousness on the 
part of the Government due to guilty conscience. The Indians have 
been bled for England in many wars. We have been bled in China, 
we have been bled in Africa, in France, Turkey and other places. The 
Government have been trading on our loyalty and been treating us as 
serfs all those years. What has India gained thereby f may be 
said that wc are ruling in seven provinces. But I do not share these 
feelings or these views. I do not believe that we have got even a 
part of independence, not even the shadow thereof. Sir, those provinces 
which are seemingly enjoying power must be careful about their 
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position. It may soiuid vulgar, but I feel that their position is like 
the position of mistress of an intoxicated lover or they are tenants at 
will. Tie Government, whenever they come to their own after the 
international tangle is over, will come with all its forces and show 
these Ministers the way to the jail again. I feel constantly, in what- 
ever position I am, either as a Congress worker or as a legislator or 
in iny own home, that I belong to a subject race. I cannot forget that 
India is a subject race and there cannot be any question why India 
should be a party to any war in which she has no concern. Our 
European friends here know best what will become of England if the 
Empire 'vanishes. Sir, England was a mere dot in the map of the 
whol^ world and became large after coming into contact with and 
securing India. They have secured the Empire at the cost of India’s 
money and India’s blood, and if the Empire vanishes today India will 
not be a loser. It is India which has nourished and fattened Britisher^. 
If the Britishers leave the shores of India today, India will lose only a 
band of exploiters and nothing else. Sir, this Government during all 
these years liave done nothing for the good of India. {Voice of 
“Question”,) There can be no question about this The first 60 
years of Briiish rule, which was Government by the East India Company, 
was pure loot and nothing else ; the second 60 years was a period of 
consolidation and the last 60 years have been a period of broken 
pledges and promises. What else have Indians got from the British ? 

An Honourable Member : What about the next 60 years ? 

Mr. Amarendra Nath Chattopadhyaya : That will be the period of 
India’s freedom because I believe in India’s freedom. Sir, our relation- 
ship with England is the relationship of the eater and the edible. They 
feed upon us and no one can deny that. Only a few minutes later w heni 
there will b(* voting upon this we shall see these European friends of ours 
going to the Government lobby, perfectly knowing that this Bill is not 
w'orih Hie ])a])cr on which it is printed, knowing that this Bill is not 
one whicli should be brought forward when England is promising more 
power to Indians. This Bill shows the sordid mentality behind Gov- 
ernment. They have been professing to give us more power and they 
have been telling us in season and out of season that they are going to 
givp us ProMneial Autonomy and also this Federation. The Govern- 
ment of India Act has been given and we have fought against it ; we are 
going to fight the Federation also. But where is the genuineness of the 
promise when we find this Bill which is going to deprive us of the 
eternal right of persuading a man to do what is good and of dissuading 
him from doing what is wrong ? Sir, why should any Indian join the 
British army ? {A voice : “ The Indian army ”.) Where is the Indian 
army ? Is there an Indian army here t It is British army of occupation 
in India. Wherever and whenever any Indian soldier has refused to kill 
his own kinsman he has been punished and sent to jail. What about the 
Garhwali prisoners ^ They refused to shoot their own kinsmen and 
'we know the fate that overtook them. I have personal experience of 
the army in our villages in Midnapore, in Comilla and in other places 
in East Bengal. We know what they we/re doing there , and if that 
be the purpose of keeping up the army why should any Indian join it ? 

Wo hear a good deal of Indianisation of the army, but without 
Indianisation of Government there can be no Indianisation of anything 



THE CBIMINAIj LAW AMENDMENT BILL. 


763 


oHc lie Is a false prophet who says that we can ludianise rhe army 
•\\iihrn'- Iiidiiimsing the Government. Sir, they, the Britisher's, want to 
fijiht their own batJes at our cost, and why should we join them ? 
"W 'ly shoul'i we iielp them ? What is our experience of the past ; 
of the Great War in 1914 ? Therefore, I say with all the emphasis 
at my command that this Bill does not deseive a day’s argument, 
although we have argued it for four days. My Honourable friend, 
Mr. Satj-amurti, wanted circulation £oi this Bill. Wlien he su.\s 
that) it is had and mischievous, 1 should like him to oppose this Bill 
here and now and throw it out. But he knows that today we are 
not getting our Muslim brethren to help us. Those Muslims who 
fought with us shoulder to shoulder and shed their blood with us 
in 1857 and co-mingled their blood with non-Moslem brethren at 
Jallianwala Bagh have now thought it wise to separate from the 
Congress which has been fighting for freedom of the comitry. It is a 
pity that wc- are not getting their support over thii> Bill. I appeal to 
Ml*. Jinnah that after considering this Bill fully, knowing that this 
Bin is going to fetter us further, knowing that it is going to retard 
our freedom, knowing that it is cutting at the root of our civic rights 
he will side with us. As for my European friends, they may think 
me to be a bad companion, yet I am going to make an appeal to them 
also. Truth is not always palatable. I have spoken what is true, 
what 1 feel. They know that what I have told is historically true ; 
they know what the British Government has done in British India for 
150 years. (An Honourable Member : “80 years”.) A few might 
have thrived under their care who uould be ready to fight for them 
but what of the masses ? What are the masses like today f The agri- 
culturists have been ruined and industry has been killed. What have 
they got to show what the Europeans have done for us Indians. I believe 
as worshippers of freedom and as protectors of the Empire they will 
befriend us here and they will go with us into the lobby or at leasti 
exert their influence on those who have sponsored this Bill to withdraw 
this Bill. This Bill does not deserve the support of anybody in tliis 
lloiise. With these words, I resume my seat and support the Honourable 
Mr. Satyamurti’s motion. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali (Delhi : General) : Mr. Deputy President, of all 
3 P.M. debates to which I have had the privilege of listen- 

ing. I think this debate has had the most chequered 
career during the last four days that it has been on. Speakers ha\ e gone 
into highways and by-ways and each one, according to his own desires 
and wishes, has sought different interpretations of the motion which was 
made by my Honourable friend, Mr. Satyamurti. Each one has set up 
his awn ease according to his own lights and has demolished it and t!hen 
come down on the Coi^resi Party with, “ Now, this is what you have said 
and it is all wrong : you do not want an army for India to defend the 
country ”. But, who from among us has said that we do not want an 
army to defend the country ? Whoever said that we wanted to interfere 
with the normal activities that have been going on in the country for years ? 
Did we ask for the abolition of all the penal provisions which exist in the 
Indian Penal Code for dealing with people who may incite those who are 
actually servii^ in the army to rebellion or mutiny or something like that f 
Have we asked the Government to hold their hand in respect of offenders 
against the existing provisions of the law f No. So, in so far as the ques- 

msXiAD a 
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tioii oi‘ the Endian army is concerned, it is tierfeetly clear that not a wo'd 
has i'ceii said by ns which may inccrfere with che Government if [I'.ey « .sh 
to ?..aiutaiii discipline in the army. So far as that point ^s cou<eri e I, 'et 
as put it right out of the discussion. It is extremely regretlaolc that 
bpo:>l:ers during the coarse of ihis debate have side-stepped Gie ^traiollt 
ivsue. The straight issue \>as whether the Government had made out any 
case .‘or this particular Bill. If T remember aright, the Honourable the 
Defence Secretary based the whole of his claim for bringing up this Bill 
on a requisition from .he Punjab Government 

Mr. Sri Prakasa : And undelivered speeches ! 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : Please allow me to go on. If that is so, may L .i .k 
the Honourable the Defence Secretary to profluee any furGier evidence 
from any other province or will he take up the ehallenge now and allow 
this Bill to be circulated to all the Governments and abide by the verdict 
of all the provinces ? Surely, the heavens will not fall if this Bill is 
delayed say by another two or three months. If the provinces and the 
rest of India say : “ Yes, the provisions of this Bid are absolutely 
necessary for the .safety of India ”, we shall abide by their verdict, and 
we shall certainly help the Government during the special Session if 
they like, or during the Budget Session or later on whenever it may be 
possible. In so far as the opinion of the Punjab Government is con- 
cerned, all that is suggested i.s that there is a shortage of recruits in 
certain recruiting areas. Permit me. Sir, to remind the Honourable 
the Defence Secretary and his powerful ally the Home Member (who 
let him down very badly at the time the Defence Secretary was deliver- 
ing his speech, for he might have been supplied with all the material 
with which the Home Member came out afterwards, and the Defence 
Seeretarj’ might have been allowed to make out a better case ; bat, irnfor- 
tnnately, the Defence Secretary was very badly let down by the Govern- 
ment and particularly by the Honourable the Home Member who must 
have been in possession of all the facts which he did not place at the dis- 
posal of the Defence Secretary ; and the poor Defence Secretary had to 
cut a very sorry figure) — I fuUy sj^pathised with Mr. Ogilvie at the 
time ; and when he sat down, I felt just as if a man w'as drowning and his 
friends who were near him would not come and help him. The Home 
Member came to his rescue afterwards but what did the Home Member 
have to say ? He certainly delivered a very dexterous and may I also add 
a very adroit speech, conciliatory in tone, and trying to be veiy good- 
humoured and all the rest of it : but what did he tell us 1 He was /nost 
anxious to tilt at the Congress the whole time ; and in his anxiety to lilt 
at the Congress he forgot the fact that the mere recitation of the few 
ca.sps which he had up his sleeve would not convince anybody. Lot lu? 
look at recruiting ‘ conditions ’ in England. What has been the state of 
aifairs in England as far as recruiting is concerned ? There ha,s been .a 
tremendous shortage in every reeraiting area in England for years togeHiei’, 
with the result that for years together there has been a demand for new 
conditions of service ; which have now been brought about through the 
kindness of Mr. Hore Beli^a. Very tempting offears have been made only 
just to attract recruits. If a similar phase in regard to shortage of recruit- 
ing in India has occurred, is it anything extraordinary ? For twenty 
.years, ever since tiie cessation of the great war, all the war-stricken 
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countries have been indulging in pacifism of the worst possible type which 
is being condemned now. Through fil^ns, tlirough books and throiigii 
speeches and in every possible way, ever} war-sirickeii eoumry has been 
say]3jg : No war ” ; in fact it was claimed that the great war was fought 
only to end War although they concluded a peace wliicli ended all peace. 

Wei], Sir, in spite of that, the shortage of recruits has been going on. 

I think 1 iiad better refer to some authority on this subject rather than 
give my own opinion. I am now reading out the considered verdict of 
Captain Liddell-IIart whose book ‘ Europe in Arms I believe, is avail- 
able to every one in the Assembly Library. 

Mr 3. Satyamurti : Are you sure it is available to the Govctn- 
ment 

Mr. M. Asaf AK : It is, in fact, i have got it from there. In this 
book, which is one of tlie ablest that have been written on the subject, I 
find the following. I shall read out of only two pages or less although there 
are ten pages on the subject. This is what Mr. Liddell-Hart writes : 

" In addressing a Conference of the Press at the War Office recently, the Adjutant 
General to the Forces emphatically declared : ^ I do not believe in an ostrich like 
policy \ — Nor do we, — ^ If a thing is a fact, why not say so This is a wise 
attitude in all human affairs, as history has shown so many times that mankind's 
failure to leam this lesson is the strongest evidence of its incapacity to profit by 
experience I. — Then he goes on to say : ' To pretend that troubles do not exist is the 
surest way to help them grow to tho point whore they are dangeroup and may be 
incurable. It would hardly he possible to proclaim the need of recruits more insis- 
tently than has been done during the past year. The zeal shown by the recruiting 
authorities could hardly be surpassed. Yet the fact remains that these efforts have 
not merely failed to remove the shortage, but that the shortage is increasing in spite 
of them ^ — Later on he says this : * For too long there was a tendency to look for 
the cause of the trouble outside rather than inside the Service, and to east the 
responsibility mainly on Pacifism. This had the effect of delaying the necc&saiy 
inquiry into the real causes — just the case we want to make out here, — ^ and their 
rectification before either the shortage or the risk of war developed to their present 
proportions. It is somewhat ironical to reflect that a year or two ago — please 
mark these words, — * when pacifism was more prominent and the need loss urgent, 
there was less difficulty in obtaining recruits than there is today ' \ — TJiis is about 
England, But it would not be true to say that tho type of recruits even then was 
as good as tho conditions of modern warfare require. And now the improvement in 
employment outside has naturally made the men who are required more reluctant to 
join the Army under the existing conditions of service. 

Then he sums up and says : 

Significantly, the Government spokesmen have since admitted that pacifism has 
little or nothing to do with the problem, ^ ^ please mark these words, — Significantly, 
the Governm,ent*s spokesmen have since admitted that pacifism has little or nothing 
to do with tho problem, and have already announced certain measures that are being 
taken to make the army more attractive.” 

Certain measures that are being taken are too attractive. And whj’’ ? 
The existing cheeks, according to Liddell-Hart, may be grouped under four 
heads, — conditions of service, conditions in the service, conditions of foreign 
service and conditions after service, Mr. Deputy President, this is how 
England’s ease is summed up. Now, have the Government analysed all 
the causes of shortage of recruits in the recruiting centres in the Punjab ? 
They put it dovn to just a few speeches, — ^they say that 100 or 150 meet- 
ings were held in certain centres and recruits were uot forthcoming. In 
the first place, the Government have not placed before us the real facts 
I.278LAI) e2 
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and figures. "We do not know wliat the average of reeruitinejit was 
during the lust 20 years, and we do not know by what ratio it has 
fallen now, or if it has fallen at all. 

An Honourable Member : Has it fallen 1 

WIx. M. Asaf AU : I am proceeding on the assumption that the ratio 
has fallou, but Goveniment aave not told us to what causes it is tine. Now, 
Sir, let us consider the reasons why the shortage has taken place. In so 
far as India and the (juestion of recruiting is concerned, let us no, forget, 
in the lirsl place that there is a vast contrast between conjilition* of oer- 
vico for Britishers in India and conditions of service for Indians m India, 
and tiii'^ vast diiTei'enee has been very clearly impressed upon the people, 
not by tlie few speeches which it is alleged are being made, — they arc igno- 
rant ^i)eeches, most of them, as far* as I have been able to judge- but 
these facth have been brought home to the would-be recunuts by IhO'.e demo- 
bilised soldiers who returned from Europe, and who carried the message 
from home to home and from cottage to cottage, — they have told their 
own kith and kin : ^ You fools, you go and get slaughtered for other 
peoples* cause, you are a mercenairy lot, and what do you get 1 Perliaps 
you would get Rs. 600 or Rs. 650 a year \ — I do not think it is more than 
that^ — ^my friend, Mr. Ogilvie, will correct me, — ^ihe cost of an average 
Indian soldier does not go beyond Rs. 600 or Rs. 650 a year, — * youi* British 
colleague who was fighting shoulder to shoulder with you is dt'aw mg 
Rs. 2,500 a year, in addition to all the allowances and comforts whi(di av^* 
allowed to him ^ Are these conditions, are these vast differences not 
enough reasons for the potential recruits to say : ‘ I do not care a hang for 
your army, why should I get slaughtered for you ; what are you paying 
us ? Even as a mercenary army we are a very poorly paid army This 
is one cause. 

Then comes No. 2. After all, it is being realised moj'e increasingly 
every day that the Indian army is not an Indian army as we would like it 
to be. It is not a national army. It is not an army which will fight 
according to the wishes and desires of this House. It is an army wtiich 
will go and get slaughtered according to the wishes of some one who is six 
thousand miles away. The decisions are taken there, and all these people 
have to go and shed their blood all over the world, — and with what result ? 
Well, I shall talk about the result in a moment, but let me go on further. 
Another caixse for the shortage of recruits is the spate of horrifying descrip- 
tions of the next war. On the one hand, your pacifism, not Indian pacifism 
which j^ales into insignificance before the other pacifism, — am now talk- 
ing of the pacifism which is now rampant throughout the world, — and on 
the other the terrifying pacifism. Each nation is now trying to terrify 
every other nation and tells it : ' Well, if war breaks out, civilization will 
be wiped out, incendiary bombs will be thrown which will be capable of 
generating heat to five thousand degree centigrade and tons of steel will 
flow like lava which no fire engines will ever be able to extinguish \ Well, 
Sir, this is only one trifling example of pacifism. Again they say : '' all 
civilian population will be bombed ; London will probably disappear in 
three hours’ time All these descriptions are coming to India from day 
to day. And why should Indians risk tfc-eir lives, and for what reason ? 
After all, the more you talk about war the less recruitment there is in any 
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country, unless it happens to be a country where people feel that if they 
fight at al], they will fight for their country, for their freedom, for their 
people, for their men, women and children and for the honour of their 
country'. Whore people feel like that, there may be recruits forthcoming, 
but even in a country which is supposed to be highly patriotic, namely, 
England, recruits were not foithconiing and I doubt very seriously whether 
even with these improved conditions of service many recruits would be 
fortheouiing even in England, because. Sir, you will remember that only 
about two years ago or perhaps less — ^Mr. Jinnah will kindly bear me out, 
he 'was in England at the time, — ^there was a debate in the Oxford Union, 
and I believe it was followed by another debase in the Cambridge Union. 
The e^senee of the proposition was, “ We shall not fight for the King and 
the country It was carried ; in both the Unions it was carried. Which 
law did they apply to them ? Did tliey eveTi think of bringing up any 
law before the Parliament ? Will they bring up any law even now before 
the Parliament ? I challenge them to do it. They cannot ; for the simple 
reason that they have one standard of freeclom and liberty Foi* their country 
and another standard for another country. Sir, again, there are communists 
in England, there are pacifists in England, there are Norman Angells 
in England and tliere are many more whom 1 can name. Will they shut 
them u]) ? Did they shut up Lord Morley or Mr. John Burns ? Once 
again 1 appeal to Mr. Jinnah who was in England on the occasion when 
these two gentlemen walked out of the Cabinet when the last Great War 
broke out, because they would not sign the death warrant ('f Englishmen 
and oth^^r human being®. ITow will you treat similar gentlemen if they 
happen to be in England today ? Will you shut up Morleys and John 
Burns ’ ? Will you shut up Norman Angells f Will you shut up your 
pacifists, will you shut np your communists ? If you cannot do it in 
your own country, why do you want to imitate the worst fascist countries 
whom you want to filght just to preserve democracy, freedom of speech, 
liberty of conscience. If you ever go to war — ^^mu say it will be a just war, 
— just war for what purpose ? Just war only to preserve democracies, 
and you want India to fight on the side of democracy. Against whom ? 
Against fascists. And they are resorting to these very laws which you want 
to enact here in India ! With what face can you bring it up ? Gov- 
ernment was most unwise in bringing up this piece of legislation here today. 
The whole world is watchii^ us : particularly, the Germans, the Japanese 
and the Italians are watching us ; they are just waiting for a sign. Was 
this an opportune moment for you to bring it up f You knew the feelings 
of the country. You had every chance to know that this was not going to 
be a noncontentious measure, that this was going to be the most contentions 
measure that this Assembly has ever seen. And yet you had, I say, the 
unwisdoTti, the indiscretion to bring it up. All right, reap the result. It 
is your sin, not our sin. We do not say for a moment that we do not want 
an* army. We do not for a moment say that we do not want recruits to 
come and join the army. In fact, we have not said a word about it. We 
do want to have the most efficient army that anybody can ever think of for 
India and for India’s defence. But that army must be our army and not 
an army which is working like automata at the sweet will of somebody 
over whom neither you — neither you nor we have got any control. If 
ever war breaks out, it will be declared not by the Government of 
hut it will be declared by His Majesty’s Government. Who will come 
to His Majesty’s Government’s help f The Dominions ? Yes, the 
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Doniiiiions are today complete masters oi their own foreign policy and alao 
of their defence. Can you deny it ? If they are complete masters of 
their foreign policy and of their defence, why could not we he the same, 
and ii we are, we shall decide the case on its own merits when the occasion 
arises. 

8ir, I should just like to remind the Government of another point 
and then I had better leave the question to my Leader who will deal with 
the rest of the points at issue. What is our experience of the last great 
campaign of recruitment in India at the time of the Great War ? Sir, we 
contributed 14 lakhs and more of human beings, living human beings, to 
the last Great War. One and a half millions of people ^vere sent over from 
India, of whom one lakh and six thousand were casualities, 36,000 wove 
wiped out, and then there w^as a huge contribution in animals and in 
money. The war budgets of 1914 — ^1915 — 1916 — 1917 — 1918 went up to 
70 erores and 80 crores a year. Right down to 1922-23 the budget w^as 
something in the neighbourhood of 67 erores. And the normal budget 
before the War broke out was of the order of 28 erores. It means that for 
eight years we went on contributing to this war something like 40 to 50 erores 
each year which means that we contributed to this war in money something 
like 400 to 500 erores. In addition to it, we also gave, I think, 150 million 
pounds sterling. That was only just by way of a gift. That means 650 
erores actually given away, and up to this day we are mulcted in damages 
as it were, because we are still paying the non-effective charges which 
we had to incur on account of that heavy recruitment of combatants. 
Every recruit that now enlists for war will have to be paid for by us, 
not by you. Can you realise it, and what did we get in return ? We 
got in return an irresponsible and unresponsive executive sitting opposite 
us, and we have also got kicks throughout the Empire Is there a hinjyle 
Doininioa where Indians are treated as equal citizens of the Empire. 
They talk of the Empire. Which Empire do they want us to fight for ? 
The Empire in which we are treated as helots ? Is there a sincrle Domi- 
nion where Indians have any rights of citimnship, leave alone the Domi- 
nions, — ^have we got full rights in our own country ? If we have none, 
they have -n :*i<»ht to ask us, they have no right to ask any Indian not to 
preach according to his conscience either to rebel or to mutiny or to do 
anything el^c ; he would be fully justified if he did it. 

Sir, there is just one other point which I should like to present to ibis 
Government and it is this. In spite of the difference of opinion expressed 
on the fioor of this House, — apparent difference of opinion expressed on the 
floor of this House, I find a large measure of unanimity, extraordinary un- 
animity aip^’ng all sections of the elected Members of the House. And here 
I want to address my Honourable friends who are sitting jnsf next To my 
Group. There is not one of them who does not say that Indian troops 
shall not go out of India without the consent of Ihe Central Legislature. 
Has the Government said a word about it so far ? No. They are agreed 
that Indian armies should not participate in any imperialistic war. Has 
the Government said anything about it ? No. 'They are all a^eed that 
eonditions of service, Indianisation, etc., etc., must be according to our 
wishes. Has the Government anything to say about that f No, There 
IS unanimity on these points. In so far as the question of the imperialistic 
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\tar 1 con<*ernecl, ma^ I jusi ^ay one word ? Wnat exactly do we mean 
by on ijr.periaLstic var ? By an Imperialistic war, we mean a war wliicb 
iiun j. ' vvll ill moie or less tlie same hind ot morass in 'Vviiicli we find *air- 
se \^es today, that is to say, our freedom or want of freedom left where it is 
or jjerliaps curtailed a little more, because the so-callo'l Empire may e»ju*r}:^e 
oar of this j^Teui war and ocssane uronger and may be able to 
turn to the Indians and say . ^ What do you want ? Have yon not got 
enough already'. Vvliat you have got is more than enough. We are not 
prepared to give you anything more. Yon are not fit for it ^ That would 
be an Imperialistic war from my point of view. But whatever the nature 
of that Imperialistic wai*, I am perfectly certain, whichever nar may 
biVfik out in which Great Britain may become engaged in the future, it 
wnll naturally be between the allies of Great Britain and the Totalitarian 
Governments. As far as I know thej" are only three. They are four but 
1 leave out Russia, because it is on the side of the so-called democracy of 
Great Britain. Leaving out Russia, we have got Germany, Italy and 
Japan. Tbe day war breaks out the first rush will be all along what we 
may call the Llediterranean Lake and round about this Mediterranean 
Lake, Italy will be attacking all the possessions non undei the tiuelage 
of Great Britain, Cyprus for instance and Palestine and also French 
posses'^ions will be r+tacked, that is to say, the whole of the French pos- 
Sv*ssions 111 the Noidh < f Africa, S%ria and all those places. Those art the 
places in which the war will wage the loudest to begin with, because that 
IS ju^'t the place ^^hci•c the enemy A\ould like to cut off communications, 
th^ communications and iTuites through wliicu you may be able to get all 
f '0+ yon want fo * your purposes and your objective would then be India 
because India is full ot men and war materials. India could give you 
nieii, foodstuffs and raw materials needed for the carrying on of war and 
your enemies will then be fighting somewhere near about the Mediterranean, 
i am pretty certain that Palestine will be involved and when it is involved, 
please also remember that it is just possible that the neutral countries sucH 
as Turbej", Iran and Afghanistan which have now made up their minds not 
to enlei mto any war a,ro bound to be dragged in on one side or the other 
and it is that kind of war for which you want us to will away the freedom 
of everybody. If this Bill Ivid not carried any Statement of Objects and 
Reasons it might have been looked at from another point of view. It might 
nc>t have been a JBill which v^as intended to create a new crime, a new offence 
as the Honourable the Law Member said. He said : ‘'we are creating a 
new crime, a new offence."’ My Leader will deal with that point later 
and thei'e 1 leave it. My point is that if the Defence Secretary had said 
nothing in the Statement of f)bje<ts and Reasons, possibly even we wonld 
have that this was a normal activity of the Government, let the Qov^ 
ernment get this measure in some modified form. There would be no harm 
in it. We do not want the diseinline of the army to be undermined but he 
says that this Bill is designed for a Lpecifip purpose. It is not for normal 
activities. The object of the speakers, according to him, is clearly not tl’C 
spread of pacifism but to persuade would-be recruits from taking part in 
any war in which the British Empire may become engaged. We did not 
ask for this. It is you who tell us that this Bill is designed only to help 
you to find recruits for the great war, not for normal activities. That is 
the point and the issue that has been missed by many speakers. It is only 
intended for an Imperialistic war obviously, and, therefore, we are defi- 
nitely opposed to it. We oppose it on three grounds. No. 1 is that you 
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have not made out a case for the shortaaf'" i reerii. T'lPi’e aio otlior 
causes of shortage of recruiting which have not b'^ei. suihcie iii.v g )jie into. 
These causes will have to be fully inve'-tigated by vauoas pr)vinees which 
have got to deal with it. Let those provin<‘es wiy : ‘ We lind that the causes 
of the .shortage of reernitiug are +he speeches, p/u.s so and so Then 
we can make up our mind one way or he other. MH'oudly, we <))(]) oe 
thh Bill on the ground that it bangs the door on eivil liberty, hlaulana 
Shaukat Ali and the late lamented Maulana Mnli tmmad Ali were the 
gentlemen who at the Klaraehi Khilafat (h)nference in 1922 definitely 
laid down the law for Indian Rfussalmans. 

Maulana Shaukat Ali ; I shall lay it down again. 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali : I may accept it, but I accept the old law first. They 
laid do\en the law that every Mussalman must hi* free to preach what- 
ever he liked to the troops if any Muslim country was involved in a 
war against Great Britain. T hope they .stick to it now. I 
claim the same liberty for every one, not merely tlw Mussal- 
mans, and, I hope, that people will exercise tliat libeidy and that 
freedom which such discretion as is necessary for responsible men. Lastly, 
we are opposed to this Bill on the sol'd gioiHul Ihat we have no lot 
or share in this army in India. Not even a penny of the whole money 
that is spent on the so-called defence of India is submitted to the vote 
of this House. Even the paltry six lakhs which us''d to be submitted 
to the vote of the House was withdrawn during the last Budget Ses- 
sion and not only that. Fresh burdens hav*> been impose! on us irom 
outside and we cannot say ‘ No not even the Government of India. 
In these circumstances, how can anybody come here and say : ‘ Will yoa 
kindly sign yonr death warrant ’? We refu.se to sign our death warrant 
and the death warrant of humanity, and we oppose the Bill on these three 
grounds that I have placed before the House. 

Mr. M. S. Aney : Sir, the motion before the House moved by my 
Honourable friend, Mr. Ogilvie, the Defence Secretary, has been debated 
for the last four days, and I believe that this debate will be remarkable for 
the extreme frankness with which views with regard to the impending 
war and the part India should play in it have been placed before the 
House. The motion moved by my Honourable friend, Mr. Satyamurti, 
and other friends is to the effect that the present Bill should be circu- 
lated for public opinion thereon by such and such a date, but the ques- 
tion of the date does not matter. These are the two main motions be- 
fore the House. You know that the Bill was introduced in this House 
on the 8th August and in the ordinary course of things we would have 
expected that the Government, having introduced a Bill like that, would 
not come imnaediately afterwards in the next sitting with a motion for 
its consideration. If there are any strong reasons for rushing a mea- 
sure like that through this House in haste, one could have understood 
that thing and I particularly listened to the speech of the Honourable 
the Defence Secretary as well as to the speech made by the Honourable 
the Home Member to find out whether there were any very good rea- 
sons to justify— if I may ^ be permitted to use the expression— the 
indecent haste ” with which they want to rush this measure through 
this House. I am afraid I have not been able to find any reason that 
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would i>atisJy any reasonable man so Ear as this point is concerned, and 
I beaovc, even if we ipiore all the discussion on the merits of this Bill 
and confine our attention to finding out Avhethcr there were proper rea- 
sons adduced by the Defence Secretary for rushing' this measure through 
this House vso hastily, and if the House finds that no such satisfactory 
reasons have been given, then the only conclusion that any reasonable 
Member of the House can come to, apart from the question of merits, is 
that he must vote for the circulation of the motion and he cannot vote 
for anything else. This is the way in which I want every Member to 
look at this measure. 

Now, I tried to understand for myself if there could be any reason 
at all. The only ground that was give?n was that some boys had been 
delivering lectures in the Punjab and preaching that the people should 
nol join the war or should not help recruitment, and that some recom- 
mendation had been made to that effect by the Punjab Government also. 
The question is whether such a kind of agitation constitutes such an 
emergency that a measure of this kind, which involves issues that are 
very vital and very important to this country, should be rushed through. 
The only possible excuse one could imagine was that such a thing is 
making a very serious effect upon the normal working of recruitment. 
My Ilononrablo friend, Mr. Gadgil, ha^ cited eerlain figures that have 
not been challenged and I do not think Honourable Members opposite 
are in a position to challenge them. That clearly indicates that so far 
as the work of recruitment is concerned, there is no perceptible change 
at all. Where is the need for you to rush through this Bill and to be 
so hasty in passing this measure and where is the need for you not to 
give any opportunity to the country for an experssion of opinion there- 
on ? The second thing would be that the Government thinks that there 
is a veiy serious danger impending of which they do not want to give 
any notice but about which they feel something in their own hearts. 
If that is so, Government should have made a clear statement to that 
effect and then we could have seen whether there is any proper justi- 
fication for helping you or not. They have given a faint inkling 
in the Statement of Objects and Beasons about some war that is likely 
to come and the recruitment necessary to enable this countiy to take 
its part in that war if it comes. The question is whether there^ is any 
time for the Government to wait for calling public opinion on this ques- 
tion. Is that danger of the war so imminent that it is going to be 
declared tomorrow ? If that is so, it is necessary for the Government 
to place all the facts before this House and then call for its verdict. I 
think no such facts have been placed before this House at all. Now the 
third justification might be that the measure was really a non-con- 
tentioiis one. T believe if the Government have really studied the situa- 
tion and have followed aU that is being done in political circles durmg 
the last few years, they could have easily seen that a measure like this 
cannot be non-contentious in this country ; for example, T say they 
could have seen that this is evidently in conflict with what is known 
as the pacifist policy. The second thing is. they could have seen that 
this is in conflict with the declared policy of the Congress as expressed 
in the resolutions passed at one of its sessions, namely the Faizpur 
session. They could also have seen that it is in conaet with the very 
policy that the Government have been trying to follow for the last 
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eighteen moiilhs and so on. Government made a reference to the last 
eighteen months and I may also make a rei'erence to the conduct of the 
Government during the last eighteen months. There has come into 
existence a cult among the people which has got a tremendous abhor- 
rence of blood-shed — abhorrence of one man killing another, of the 
spilling of human blood — and they are carrying on this anti-war pro- 
paganda all over the world. Now that cult has got its followers in this 
country also. 

Government could easily have seen when framing this Bill that 
it is bound to come in conflict with the policy of the pacifist people. 
Now, is it not necessary for the Qovernmefiit to give a fair opportunity 
to people to say whether they want pacifists to be dealt with in a mer- 
ciless manner or in the unreasonable way that this present Bill proposes 
to do ? Sir, a reasonable chance ought to be given for public opinion 
to express itself. But they do not want to give that ; they are content 
with the Opinion expressed by one particular Government. I say the 
Government ought to know that the work of recruitment can be done 
only with the co-operation of the people and it is not a matter to be done 
by coercion. I shall refer to that point later on also but they must 
know that they are bringing forward this Bill at a timje when the 
countiy is divided into certain autonomous provinces enjoying certain 
rights of liberty and in certain provinces, at least some seven provinces, 
they are being governed by Congress ministries which are bound by 
Congress resolution and Congress policies. 

[At this stage, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Abdur Rahim) 
resumed tlie Chair.] 

Now, your scheme requires the assistance of all the Provincial Gov- 
ernments to co-operate with you, so as to enable them to fight a great 
war that is likely to come, and if so, Govexmment ought to be cir- 
cumspect before bringing in any measure before this House and they 
ought to see whether they are rmt likely to come in conflict with the 
declared policy of the Congress whieli will be binding upon some of the 
proviiices in this country — and they are not insignificant provinces but 
veiw important (movinces. Eight provinces are not a matter of joke. 
That being the case, it was necessary for the Government not to' rely 
upon the opinion expressed by one particular Government but to give 
a reasonable chance or opportimity for other Governments also to ex- 
press their opinion on that. Sir, I am sure today the position is this. 
There is a resolution passed by the Congress that it has called upon 
the country not to take part in any war and not to co-operate with the 
Government in any way for the promotion of imperialistic designs. 
That 3s the policy of seven provinces today. It was, therefore, neces- 
sary for Government to have consulted the leaders of the Congress 
before framing their Bill. After all, this is not a Bill which will enable 
Government to do whatever they like if they do not got the necessary 
co-operation of the people. If the experience of the Government as 
regards the recruitment in the great German War which they fought is 
fresh in their mmds, then they will remember that there came a time 
when they had to convene a big Conference in Delhi at which I am glad 
to say mv Honourable friend, Mr. Jinnah, was present and T am equally 
happy to find him present in this House today. Why was that Con- 
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fercnee ealled for ? Is not that experience sufficient for the Govem- 
meut to know that in times of difficulty and in times of emergency, a 
mere emergency legiijiation arming them with all the powers will not 
do. buc that a tiun. comes when there should be co-operation wiin the 
pet'ple in order lo enable them to carry on the war and in order to get 
the necessary help in money and men. Without that help, no great war 
can be fought. Of course, the British Government can fight with the 
help of the English people if the Indian opinion is not going to stand 
by them. What effort has Government made to get that kind of sanc- 
tion behind them before they came to this House ? I, therefore, tbiuTr 
tihat it was a great mistake of policy on the part of the Government to 
h-ive come before this House with a contentious measure like this which 
was bound to come into conflict with the Congressmen, not only those 
who are present here in this House — a handful men of 42, — ^but the 
entire body of the Congress organisation which, as a matter of fact, is 
dominating the politics in the majority of the provinces. As a matter 
of policy. Government ought to have consulted them. On the other 
hand, they have shown that in matters of the country’s defence they 
do not care for the Congress opinion at all. They seem to think that 
they can afford to carry on despite what the Congressmen have to say 
and despite what they have to urge. That is a mistake of policy. It 
is wrong tactics and these tactics are bound to pay them adversely ulti- 
mately. That is what I feel. 

There is another thing also which I want the Government to care- 
fully consider. What has been the policy of the Government in rela- 
tion to the Congre.ss during the last 18 months ? I have mentioned 
that Fact before also. The policy of the Government during the last 
18 months has been to avoid as far as possible all clash and conflict 
with the Congress in authority. That has been the right policy of the 
Govern luent. The policy of the Government of India or the Governor 
who rcpr'‘«cnts Ili-s Majesty’s Government, in three most important 
illustrat^ms. so far as I have been able to see, has come in conflict with 
the Provincial Governments. The Congress Ministers had to lender 
their r(‘si«nation and the matter was kept in suspense : it was not 
decided immediately aiid something was done to it. They consulted 
the Governmenl of India, and the Governments of Bihar and the United 
Provinces were allowed to eerry on the Government as before in spite 
of a little trouble that took iilaee in the intervening period. Then, may 
T remind of the Dain example ? The Governor was advised to cancel 
his leave. What was the objeet of that ? The object was to see that 
the Congress Government and the Government of India do not come 
in clash and the administration of the country may go on smoothly. 
That has been j’our policy. I take the third instance, a very recent 
instance, not with a view to criticise anybody but merely as an illustra- 
tion. The other day a very serious catastrophe occurred in the Central 
Provinces and the Congress Working Committee passed a certain Be- 
solntion which made some kind of aspersions even upon the Governor. 
In spite of that. I find that the Government of India and His Excel- 
lency the Governor himself and probably His Majesty’s Governmenl 
have thought it fit to accept the recommendations of the Uongress 
Working Committee on the point. They have accepted the Leader and 
have called upon him to form a Ministry without saymg anything by 
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way of a reply to the charge which was made against the Gorernmeiit. 

I sav that Goyernment had acted wisely in all these matters because 
they* had been following a policy of remaining in conciliation with the 
Congress during these 18 months. Now, that being the case, when^ a 
measure like this is brought, which demands this House to give its 
consent to enable the Goyernment to coerce the people and yet give 
recruits, wliich is in contrayention to the declared policy of the Congress, 
in regard to a war of an Impei'ial nature, the Government is really- 
coming into conflict witli the Congress and which is. in my opinio^ 
against the policy which they have been following for the last 18 
months. So, my 'charge against 1 he Government is three-fold. They 
are coming in conflict wdth the policy of the pacifists. They are 
coming in conflict with the policy of the Congress and, lastly, they 
are coining in conflict with their own policy which they have been 
following for the last 18 months. ITow can such a measure remain non- 
contentions ? I fail to see lhac a measure of that kind can be called 
non-conlcntious and, therefore, it is necessary that the Government 
should take a broad and long vicav of the whole affair and see whe- 
ther a measure like that can be rushed through and this House may 
be called upon to decide on the strength of a snatch vote here and 
there to carry it immediately. It may be a temporary success : it may 
be a Irbimph wuth which yon may* feel satisfied for the tirne being. 
But remember the repercussions of the thing upon the nation as a 
whole and the consequences which you will have to face thereafter. 
It is not a small and insignificant measure of creating a little new 
offence which was not known to the people or not provided for 
already. It is not so. The thing has at its bottom questions of 
policy which are likely to create a very serious state of things, and 
the Government of India, knowing its full responsibility, must see 
that the thing is not done in indecent haste and also that a real 
opportunity is given to the public to express its opinion by the date 
which Mr. Satyamurti has suggested. So far as the motion for cir- 
culation is concerned, it has not been opposed on any reasonable 
grounds hy my Honourable friend, the Defence Secretary. As against 
that, I have put forward before the House so many considerations 
which not only the Members on the other side of the House should 
take into consideration but also the Members on this side of the 
House, i.e., on my right, should take into consideration. If they have 
properly grasped the line of argument which I have pursued and 
seen the consequences which are likely to come hereafter, I am quite 
sure they will see that the matter does not deserve to be rushed through 
and disposed of summarily in the manner in which my friend, Mr. 
Ogilvie, desires to do. That is one argument in support of the motion 
for circulation. Then, Sir, I go to the merits of the Bill and that is 
my second point. 

My frined, Mr. Ogilvie, has stated that this Bill will be support- 
^ p ed by everybody who has the feeling of loyalty in 

him. Well, I believe that of all men in this world, 
the 'Englishman is the worst sinner in the matter of loyalty. The 
recent events that took place and which are within the memory of 
everyone of us present here would show that it does not lie in his month 
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i<) tal’' •''£ i( ‘lit'* aii(i to nrcapb loyalty. WhaL is your loyalty after 
ail irere loyal noi to your Iving, you %vc*re loyal not to your 

«. roirL Lit . 11 \v*'rt 1( yai to the Goieri linen'' ■vrliich you have elect- 
eJ !.<’ to 1h ' i'lviuier. The other day the Preni.er confronted the (’roivn 
with one alternative to choose : ‘ You can have a life i\iniout love, or 
you sLonUl ah.U.ate the throne’. That uitiniatum was idaeed before 
the King wlun ho ivas going to do something unpleasant to the Cabinet 
or unpleasant to the people of England. Where ■was the loyalty of 
all ‘’le servants of the Crown gone at that time ? Why did they not 
mesier stronu and loll Mr. Baldwin ; “ You are eommitting a crime ”. 
On the other hand you iind that the King vras sent out of England 
most uneen inoni msly over night, unknoivn to anybody, in an 
aeroplane ami the next day they changed their loyalty to another 
King just like they change their clothes and they took their 
oath oi' allegiance to another man whom the Cabinet was pleased to 
enthrone. That is the sentiment of loyalty of the Englis h people ! 
Ir does not lie in the mouth of Englishmen to talk of loyalty to Indians. 
aVs 1 inider.stand loyalty, it is this. I understand loyalty to mean a 
response which the State demands from a citizen who has a voice in 
the administration of the State and who is effectively represented in 
the governance of the State. If there is no such prmlege or righf 
tor the citizen, then that State has no right to demand any loyalty 
from the citizen. A State that denies to the citizen any effective voice 
in its administration through his representative and wants to claim 
all the important powei's to be concentrated in its own hands and which 
says : “ we shall do everything in our own way in spite of you ”, I 
say that State has no right to make a demand on the loyalty of the 
citizen to the Crown. Loyalty is intended to be to the King who re- 
presents the eoimtry and not to the power which represents 
some other State elsewhere. That is our position. Then 
yoiT say : “ these are reserve powers, these are subjects over which 
the people shall have no control whatsoever and we shall have aU 
these powers in our hands for an indefinite period ”. I submit, Sir, 
this Government represents a foreign country. Loyalty has always 
been identified with sentiments which stand for the love of the 
eountry and for him wjio represents the country. Here, in this de- 
finition, Government do not come in anywhere. Therefore, I should 
tell Government, “ Talk of any other argument which you may have 
got, but do not talk of lovalty. It is nauseating. We cannot stand 
it 

Then, Sir, in my opinion, there is a very important principle in- 
volved in this Bill. I would not have taken so much of the time of 
the House and would not have delayed my Honourable friends, 
Mr. Jinnah and Mr. Bhulabhai J. Desai, speaking before the House, but 
for the fact that I feel there is yet a more important point involved in 
this measure. Now, Sir, what is our position today in the constitution ? 
All of us who have studied the present Government of India Act and 
who have followed the debates in the British Parliament when this 
Act was being forged or hammered there know full well that the 
British Government was even unwilling to mention the words ‘ Domi- 
nion Status ’ in the Act. They did not contemplate India getting 
Dominion Status either now or in the distant future or at any time 
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at all. Tliej were unwilling to make any statement to tliat 
All that they agreed Lo do was lO reproduce, under some section 
Government of India Act, Ihe j)rearinie to the old Act wiiicl] 
not make any reference to Dominion Status at all. Even ir 
Instrument of Tubiractions they say: 'India shall Inne a 
place in the Dominions of the Empire ’. Now, Sir, how has tli 
pression ' due place ’ been explained by the Attorney General 
the question was discussed in the House of Common^. “ Due 
in the Dominions ’’ not the same thing as Dominion Status, 
been so stated in so many words, whates er the definition is. Ii 
of saying anything from my own memory, I will read out a 
passage which I have verified from the Library from the debai 
the Government of India Act in the House of Commons. T am 
ing from Mr. Aiyangar’s Book on the Government of India Act, 

The question then arises whether this constitution holds any promise o; 
attaining lo Dominion status. In this connection the disinclination of the St 
Commission and the Joint Parliamentary Commitice to the use of that exprea 
not ^^ithout significance. The intention of Parliament as set forth in the p: 
to the Act of 1919 which has been reiterated by force of the saving in sectioa 
the realisation of Eesponsible Government in India as an integral part of the I 
or as set out in the Instrument of Instmctions to the Goveitoor General th£ 
partnership between India and the United Kingdom within our Empire may 
therod to the end that India may attain its due place among our Dominions 
Attorney General explained the expression * due place * thus : ThjS due place o 
among His Majesty's Dominions must be, in the very nature of the country,' 

I do not know what the nature of the country has got 
with it, — 

** something not quite the same as the place, shaU I say of New Ze^am 
South Africa or of the other Dominions." 

It shall not be the place which these Dominions occupy. That 
has been made sufficiently clear. What is the distinction be 
India and other Dominions like New Zealand, South Africa, < 
am not able to understand. Where then lies the dueness o; 
thing. It is said that India is a far different proposition altog 
Verily it is. Then why don’t you leave us alone 1 

“ I have no doubt that if this Parliament repijesents the wishes and intei 
the Biitish pooplo, India will attain her due place amongst His Majesty's Dom 
but that is not to say that tho problems with which she will have to deal, in the 
of external a Hairs or problems of defeueo, will bo problems that will be so‘ 
pro( '.soly llio same way as those in wliicli similar problems, if they arise at 
settled in connection with Ills Majesty's other Dominions." 

Our position hereafter shall be by dint of our own strength, 
ever other problems there may be, these are the powers with i 
to External Affairs and problems of defence which will be di: 
from the powers enjoyed by other Dominions with which India 
have to be satisfied. That is the position ot India. In view < 
various Resolutions passed at the Imperial Conference and in 
of the declarations of policy made by Colonial Statesmen as tv 
by British Statesmen and also by virtue of the Westminster Si 
everybody knows the position of the Dominions with regard to w 
which Great Britain might be engaged. The Dominions claim the 
to be consulted before war is declared by England on any other j 
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111 tlie matter of war as well as peace, all the Dominions claim to be con- 
sulted. That is the stand which the Dominions have taken. We are told, 
on the floor of the House, that not only has India not got the right at 
juvsoiil to lia\c any say in the matter of declaration oC war or peace 
bj En'.hiiid, bin they do not even contemplate the conferring of any 
such richts upon India in any distant future. 1 submit we need not des- 
pair of that tleelaration. I only want my Honourable friends to my right 
to x'enu-niber tint England does not contemplate to confer any such 
right at all so that the position today is that India shall not be con- 
sulted in the declaration of anj- war for imperialist purposes. It I am 
not going to be consulted at all in the declaration of any war for im- 
perial purposes, then what moral right has this Government got to say 
that I shall give iii.i consent to any aggressive measures that the Gov- 
ernment might take in furtherance of that imperial war. There is no 
moral ground left at all for the Government to demand our consent. 
Therefore, the position as I see it is this : by asking us to pass this law, 
the Government want to forestall the future position and to take the 
consent of this House beforehand, in an indirect way, to whatever wars 
might be declared by England hereafter. The result of making a pro- 
vision for enlistment of recruits without any demur from India is this : 
If England declares any war without our consent, this measure will 
enable them to take it for granted our readiness to participate in that 
war. That is the constitutional position, which underlies this Bill. 
That is the point which I want every Honourable Member to remember. 
(Interruption.) Even Federation will not have any right to declare 
war or not declai'e a war. My point is this. It is not merely taking 
a little power to remedy a little evil from which the Government are suffer- 
ing at present. In an indirect way, they want to dupe us into consent- 
ing to any war which they will declare without ourselves being consult- 
ed. Are you prepared to barter away this liberty or to sacrifice this 
precious right of yours 7 No. So long as the Government choose to 
declare war or peace without my consent, I do not want to be a party 
to strengthen their hands to carry on anything like that. If you want 
to <lo that come here with a proposal before me or my leaders who can 
speak for the whole of India or the leaders of the Muslim League or the 
leaders of the Indian National Congress, approach them with proposals 
thai in view of the coming war you want to reconsider the whole ques- 
tion of the constitution and see if something can be done to satisfy the 
people of India. Do something like this, but if you remain adamant, we 
too shall be justified in remaining adamant. Sir, I refuse to give my 
consent to a Hill of this kind and I advise my friends on this side, leaving 
aside all other considerations, to rh^et their attention on the considera- 
tions I have made out and see if there is not a sufficiently strong case 
not to give their assent to the motion for consideration of 
this measure but to support the motion of my Honourable friend, 
Mr. Satyamurti, or any other motion for circulation. Sir, with 
these words. I declare my opposition to the motion of the Defence Sec- 
retary. 

BIr. B huHbhai J. Desai (Bombay Northern Division : Non- 
Muhammadan Eural) : Sir, quite unwittingly perhaps, though I am 
giving more credit to the Government than they normally deserve by the 
manner in which they have framed their objects and reasons in this Bill, 
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tiiey ij.a\e laiaou ibbueb on this llou&e is entitled to ei.px 

opinion ; and caey cannot now merel} shelter lheln^el\eb bihJ 
reason given b} the xMover of thib motion and some sappotocd rcaso 
by tile xiono arable the Home Member, it has also rajsecl issucis oj 
I thinlc it lb Idir that this House bhoulci express its opinion by m 
itb vote on the attitude that the Indian people •will take up in the 
wh-ch the Empire expeetis or is afraid to be engaged. For the 
regards this 13dl has come from them on the ground that whi 
wanting lO put down pacifism they want to make i't penal to t 
would-be recruits fiom taking part in any war in which the 
Empire ma^ become engaged. And, therefore, 1 will first 
state the grounds on which we oppose the consideration of this B 
take up each oi tliem to the extent to w^hich they have not been dej 
already. 

First and foremost, Sir, we oppose this Bill on the ground ( 
was bcolt'ed at, the principle of the right of civil liberty which, sc 
we are concerned, we hold and the Briton pays lip worship to, thj 
of civil liberty for which they say Britain today, as against the 
the world, has this distinguishing feature. Inasmuch as my pres 
Europe a few weeks ago was mentioned by Maulana Zafar Ali, I 
like to state to the House something that occurred which is of grea 
sequence and is extremely material to the issue now before the Ho 
section of the press of England presided over by Sir Walter 
entertained me for the purpose of understanding from me our 
as regards the Government of India Act, but incidentally, als 
attitude in regard to matters of defence and the army. One thi 
the Ohairmim said was that he expected that even if, as he ant 
it might soon be, India attained independence (in what meas 
method or manner is another matter), there is one thing that they e 
of India and that was that so far as the maintenance of democ 
concerned they will always place the resources of their great 
because Britain Tvas always prepared to fight for democratic pi 
and for personal civil liberty. If there were no hypocrisy in Ih 
say there was not, it is somewhat of an irony that their instrun 
India should come before this House and ask us to sacrifice wh 
of personal libeity is left in this country. And, notwithstand 
Khan Bahadur who wanted to shed light, possessing none hiins< 
said that he did not care for principles, — ^he only wanted to la 
them, — and that he was a realist, I call all gentlemen of this ti 
method of thought not realists but opportunists. And, therefore 
as we are concerned no gibe either by him, cheap as it was, i 
ridicule or amusement attempted by the Honourable Mr. Max^;? 
in the least degree deter us from asserting our right first and i 
on the ground of principle. 

This Bill aims at what was frankly and rightly admitted 
Honourable the Law Member as creating a crime of an act wb 
never been regarded as a crime even in India hitherto. Wars ha 
fought before including the last great war, and the Government « 
days was not so unwise nor so tactless as to introduce a measure 
kind for the purpose of getting recruitment in India. Tt seeim 
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somewliat unfortunate, as one of the newspapers remarked a short 
while ago, that some benile military leader in this country and some 
isenile cnilian still exist a^Iio bx^lieve that by a generous dose of repres- 
sion they will got loyalty from this land. It is that type of man ^one 
'v^ho could have conceived the unwise course of getting the opinion of 
India before the rest of the ^orld as to the way in which they feel as 
members of what is called the British rmperial system ; but I am glad 
that tiiey would ha^e a good dose of it by the time this Bill is finished. 
J am glad only loi* tliis leason that but for their tactlessness there were 
other methods of enlisting the sympathy and assistance of India if ever 
a war was of such a nature that the Indians had approved of it. There- 
fore, firht and foremost we stand on the firm ground that an act which 
otlierwhe had been louaidid as imioeent and has no parallel as being 
penal in any other country is being made penal here and we will not 
assent to that. And what was it that the Honourable the Law^ Member 
said ? lie said : Oh, yes, it is uew’ but we can always create new 
offenees J daie^.a^ he Caii If those behind him ask him to dra^'t i JBill 
that the ovistence of every one of us here was penal, I hope he would not 
get up and say, We have iiow’^er to declare anything i)endl and, there- 
fore, we shall use the power for tliat purpo-je It is an extraordinary 
and novel argument I ex])eMed him to say, We eaniiot supxiort it in 
principle but tlie eireiun'-t inecs of the emei«4eney as conceived by those 
for whom I cm now londuinp a valuable service reiinire me to act as 
their mouthpiece for this pui]>ose That is a Ih’ng wdiich I can under- 
stand and appreciate but I cannot possibly allow him to lend the weight 
of his dignity of age and learning to a cause wdiicli he cannot possibly 
believe in. And lot us examine what it is that is sought to be made 
penal, becunse of all points it iw always the point of principle on which 
we shall stand. A man is free to enlist himself or not ; another man is 
equally free to give him w’-hatever advice he l^kes. And yet solemnly 
this Government cojnes here and wants to make it penal. Shall we make 
it penal that they sliould corrupt a man by asking him to fight for 
another man’s liberty ? 

I think it would have been an infinitely better measure if the Govern- 
ment of India were by a law prevented from reerniting any Indian for 
the purpose of fighting for a Briti’^li cause and keeping India subject 
all the time After all wdiat i« it that you want to do ? The law of the 
land — sections 503 and 349 of the Indian Pen»nl (^ode — lays down clearly 
that you may not by criminal intimidation ])revent a man from doing 
wdiat he wan^s to do or making him do what he does not want to do 
Section 349 lavs dowm that you may not use force for a similar purpose. 
Therefore so far as the present law is concerned, threat,^ coercion, 
intimidation and force are all ruled out. It comes then to this, that the 
law which you want is that though ^here is no intimidation or coercion 
or force you are at liberty to corrupt an Indian by offering him a 
paltry 20 or 25 ru])ees in order that he mav die for your liberty or your 
cause. We want al leasi this modieum of liberty that w^e should be able 
to tell him lhat he should not do so even by persuasion. It is one of 
those laws which, if ever it is put on the Statute-book, will be one of 
the blackest— never mind what amendments may be carried. It is for 
that reason and that reason alone-— thal man may not persuade his fellow- 
man to exercise his right to do or no< to do what it is in him right to do — 
I<278LAI> r 
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that you want to make j)eiial tint riglit— I think a'ly man ^\lio assists in 
this ought to be asliaiiied ol h*»mself. We ha\e kvoAii ^^]lat it is you are 
making penal. Have you e\cr thought about it ’ Alter all I am not 
using any foree or intiiniJation. If 1 do the lav 's tlieiv ready for it : 
but that I oaunot go to an Indian uid tell Liin • “ Look heve. lids is the 
view that I preseni to you • it is not to yo>ir intoi to lay duun your 
life for a mess of pottage you onn^ here ai to 1 “ \Yhy do 

you not give \cm* a^^ent ” T am five to adm’t I’nl i am one ot thu^e 
who, during the last election in the Ibinjab, made a speech something 
like this— which noth mg and no law \ dl pi event me from making : 
Sikhs, Muslims, Jats, many of them d< ini»1)ilisod nhliirs. us*d to be 
present at onr election meetings ; and I have told th^^m soi.u+hing of the 
history which T learned : one of the canoes of the French I?ovolution 
that they taught m ac your English sebouls and colh^ges was ^he returned 
Frenchmen wdio tcok part in the Amorie^n War of iKlepdidence : the 
reason being that they began to realise wha^- i^ is to fight La* independence ; 
and I did address tl'om thus : “ 1 sey, inv friends, you f^nuht for 
Englanc^’s fre doie i» ’^'ed v ur li\es \\v 2o rii|V'cs a month and perhaps 
a little food. Have you e'^vr given tlionabt to the question that the 
freedom of your own land is certainly wmrlh a little n-'ore then 25 rupees 
a month ? ’’ 

I assure my friends on thac side that wdiaiever law’^ they may make, 
they will not get my as^ent to the light thit tlioy wdsh to enjoy, not- 
withstanding the supposed selPsh motvC', with wduch this House was 
regaled by a little amusement— we want to mdiilcun this : it is not a 
question of whether you are going to have an lad’au army or nou-indian 
army ; and if that is the m inner in which this issue is regarded, it is a 
great compliment : my friends did not think wuen tlicj "w^nc raying : 
“ Oh, but for this law there wmuld be no Indian army \vdiat a com- 
pliment you pay to our public spirit and to our powder and influence with 
our own people ! Have 3 on rtaliseu that ? For what else could you 
mean when you say that if 1 were free to dissuade my men not to join 
the army, according to your logic the^r would uot join. The result, 
therefore, is the rarest compliment e\er paid 10 the ])eople w'hom we 
represent — ^th" India of today. Yes It wc can assist to mak** an 
Indian Army, not by force, not by threat, not by intimidation, but by 
an act of persuasion not to join an army wliich is neither broadly Indian 
nor used for protecting India \s freedom. I think we would have 
achieved the greatest goal of our lives. Therefore, what you thought 
was a fright is a folly ; and though you may scare this House by telling 
them that if this Bill were not passed there would be no Indian army — 
they can think that if this Bill were not passed fhcre should be no Indian 
army— but that is (the way in which we regard the matter — as one of 
principle : and we regard the matter of principle very rightly too. 

There is another point of view. Why is it, I asked myself in 
examining^ this Bill, that this Bill has been brought forward ? hs it 
that, if this Bill is passed even by a small majority of this House, to 
enable you to tell the world that India is behind you in the next im- 
perialist war ? Is this the purpose with which yon have brought forward 
this Bill or I would really like to know whether you are afraid of the 
persuasive power of the Indian patriot or whether you want to create 
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a fal&e improsbion in tlie re»st oi tlie world ? On both of these I am 
here to tell you you are wrong. If we liave the persuasive power, not- 
Mitljsiajuliiig i>i]i aiid my liiond, the galkiil geiitieinan, in his 
anxiety, talked about deatli a» a penalty — ^Ict mo make a present of that 
idea to him and I hope the Ilonourable Mr. Ogilvie will move an 
amendment to that effect — it will give us really the chance of ^ lifetime 
10 oe able to leji our feilowiaen that we aiv prepared even loi the 
punishment of death. Therefore, take it from us that the point is a 
narrow one. You acknowledge and you are afraid of the power of per- 
suasion which we have acquired, and it is for that reason that you say 
* ‘ dissuasion is a crime ’ \ To j'oii it may be a crime — ^to us it is an 
honour. Undoubtedly it used to be a crime even to ask for the freedom 
of this eountiy. h'ortunately during the last quarter of a century it has 
ceased to be a crime— not because }ou would not like it to be a crime but 
because you dare not portest or pui It to the test ; and it is for that 
reason that first and foremost I shall not asbent even if I were the only 
Member of this Ilouse to a Bill which is making penal of that which 
is an honest and a patriotic act Lej. not my friends remain under any 
delusion that in the absence of this Act thei’e is going to be no Indian 
army and, therelore, we must support it. It is a delusion under which 
you suffer : it is an argument which you do not understand ; and it is 
only an argument by which you may excuse and salve your consciences. 
But I cannot. 1 for my pait stand f 'r this ; that after all I have a right 
1o i)ersuado my men not to do a ihing which, as human beings, they are 
fre( not to do He is not obliged to accept your 25 rupees and risk his> 
head iu a a, a** wluch he dt^e^ not believe in 

An Honourable Member ; 18 rupees. 

Mr. Bhulabhai J. Desai : N^ver mind what it is : it is a paltry 
sum in any case. The point is th’s : that if the Indian people have 
learned b,y now that though they were willing to risJ^ their heads and 
belongings in the last war on a faith and promise* which was never 
carried out, you are now besrinning to realise that they arc beginning to 
understand what it is that they are af>ked to enlist for. It is not the 
1,70,000 — it is 12 or 18 or 14 lakhs which is at the back of your mind. 
But take it frvom me that the Indian of 1913 and 3914 is not the Indian 
of 1088. He is a different man. Why should w’p assist, even if we are 
obliged to sacrifice ou»* liberty, in order that you may succeed ? A great 
deal was said about tbe Par Britanmca and the beneficence of the 
British Empire. I will only call attention to some salient points — 
particularly to one or two which my Hononrable friend, Mr. Aikman, 
and others mentioned — out of deference to the speech that he made. The 
point shortly is this : In the war of 1914, Sir, I have a vivid recollection 
as to hoW; — ^if you must use the word “ loyalty — our loyalty was 
purchased, our loyalty was influenced. I w«*5s one of those, and I daresay 
there are some others in the Hoiise, — ^probably my friend, Mr. Jinnah, also 
was There, — who gathered in the Town Hall 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah (Bombay City : Muhammadan Urban) : I had tbe 
honour to differ from you very much on that occasion. 

Mr. Bhulabhai J. Besai : Yes, I will presently point out what the 
difference was ; Ihe difference was not in the direction in which he is now 
moving, but in the opposite direction. Hear, hear from Congress 
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fionclus)f — 1 liope auJ U'lisl that bo vlll • Wo po'noipbs iio liion 

pmioliod and will not go back u})on I'uiQ, but i lo i' nIiv lo Oulor 

into ail argument ad lioinnunn ^ — I ha\o an ji in\ ^wa with 

vhieli l^wisli to deal, at U‘iS» to ilio e.^lont I k.uu o'^l-ibllsh the nwies 
^shieh 1 Vish to make ioi* the eoinideratiou oL* I hi 1 ‘ioJ'n ‘,-- bat llic iaet 
remains tliat we were invited to the To.vn Liall in Ooniljay. and wo w^'ere 
feoloiiinlv told by Lord Willingdoii, lor iniiK>ubl0(lb\ jieitlior ot us 

had vtuy mudi affection. 

Mr. M. A. Jiimah : I do not kiLv)»v aoout you. 

Mr. Bulabhai J. Desai : 1 know v “y mucli *.]n)ut luy frieud,— 
aiijway ] think it is very unjust HuU tve Mioidd o uer into per'^onal dis- 
pute. We stand on prindpJes, and I iiopo ins in‘Md, asMiniing ifc is 
necessary to jiistily any position, will d) -o on ioa iters ot principle,— 
but I w^as merely on the qaestimi of i-sue. We wire c\ Hod logothei* and 
told,— ‘ Hero is an Empire engaged in a g war, and alter all, w'hat is 
il being fought for ? This during tin mid lie of the w'ur when 
the tiling became more and more tense, when ‘e(M*aits and money W’ere 
both required, and, I believe, on liio follow iiig da,> a luoeliuGr w^as be 
held in the Town Ilall of Bombay for the juirj^oso oT inau^urtitaig what 
'was calJiHl the War Loan. Ai ihat lie\' a 3 .ie>*i'ae wms road oul to us 
puiqiorling it to come from Mr. Llo^d (hoA e wlio t’pu racce»s.uliy bognn 
■what was called the great drive for iij.brml ])roteelioii. And he said, 
eoboiiig, ( believe, the words of ih*csidcot IImiu,-* that this Is a w\it Cor 
the salvation and liberation of the subject lacos. ih^ ihai 'promise, on 
that Lope, on that inducement, oar loyally wtk called Into lieing, and we 
did eveiythnig, inclui.line’ Maliaima (ilandhi, we did everything in out* 
power, to the cxtein to w'hicli our abdity and re^o-irces permitted us, to 
support that war. What eanie out of it then ? Ban w'e trust that this is 
a war Irom which India baN any 1101114 to tu‘dn e'-cei't niorc’y that w^e slioiild 
lend our men, our money and all our resoiirce?^ in order that your pi*oud 
Em] lire may onee more remain intact ? Tliat is nur objection to the 
Empji'e idea. It is not a mere idea, — it is a mdtter of princiiile. We 
liave ivalised liy experience, hitler experience, experience learnt at great 
cost of loss of lives, loss of men and money, tluit the Empire only means 
this, ^thai there shall be someone wdio will be the ])erson to rule every- 
body and the rest will be the subject races, and tho‘-e, who had the strengtli 
not to remain subject races, were by the Statute of ■Westminster, for all 
practical purposes, allo'wed to clear out of tliis show. The only thing that 
is loft of the Empire i&( England as the master, India is the biggest subject 
race, and a few other small countries in many parts of the world. If this 
is tlie kind of Empire that you want us to defend, we regret very much 
that even if we were willing to sacrifice our person^ liberty in a cause 
which appealed to us, this is certainly no cause which appeals to us, because 
w^e have realised the result, — and that is the kind of war for which you 
want ILat this Bill should be passed in order that more recruits may come 
in. And then consider the attitude of England. Referring to my friend, 
lh\ Aikman’s speech, w'hat did he want us to do ? He said : Oh, 
England has the same prestige.’’ Well, I am not concerned whether she 
has the same prestige or not. He knows exactly what it is. And he 
instanced the mission of Lord Eunoiman. It is the fifth piece of political 
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treat* lit i*y I eau 111 ink ol*. I \\isli iny friend had not brought it up. It is not 
a 0*1 i,\ — f jiifi bothered about oilher the ligcr or the 

old MoiUtin or t!u* old man or ihe rich man or anything else, but the fact 
i/“ ‘ t ui tut* e.ni ( i* mat Mar England came out richer in the aidv 

jc. ini ni [KM) ,1(‘ titan sht» Iiad been betore. That r< what had 

10 urbl loi* or Were iiulured to light Lor, for the Kmj)ire remained Midi 
ma ulafO'- juat manilate means is a niailer on vbicli my Triend 

lui I fi h>i lo s.i\. uiul t‘n Mliieli I shall say (uily a Tcm MWds when I come 
to it. li n th.*n Ma the result of the Bmpiie,— added subjection of races 
Mho A»ere iioi otherwise subject to that Empire. 

Thui, the League of Nations began, and M^e M^ere asked lo join it. 
But as 111 ,is Mt‘ joii.ed it as an equal member, it striick the Prime iliiiister 
(>f Engiaiul ilml it \ altogether a dangerous thing, they made a 
iuii-]a 1 (‘ii»l cloolarntion Ihncling upon ns that no matier between India 
aiul EiigiaiUi as reLards their latCiMlcpendence can be brought before 
the League. ' 1 ‘hat W’as the hi i act. 

Xe’d came ilanehnlco, liberty of ir<e people, not merely the libera- 
tioi of subject races, but snlijeniuj.* people mIio i‘‘ec. and that is 
M'lnt >(.u are a^^sistii'g in. That was tlie next. Tlmn came Etliio]>ia 
am) tie* sanctions. I rcnnemhcr very M'ell being pre^eni in the House 
of <'N‘nimons M’hen the M'ilhdrawal of ^anetioa*' ^pe.'‘eh was made by the 
then Pvuvign ilinister. T happened to be in the galleiy, and he ftsid 
this : ‘ We admit, geullcm^^Ti, that it M'as a wronir, but w’e could not 
right the M^«‘ong Muthoul avoiding a M^ar, an^l M^e aie not prepared to 
hglit the M'ar That is the brave Englishman. But why need he be 
bravi-* ? Jle said : ‘ 1 have got all 1 have ; so long as I can get the 
otlier prO]>le tiaiit other people acquire other Empires, they must 
acquie''\*o in m,y maintaining my omui b Well, now you are having* 
another H*ene enacted in Spain, and the la^-t scene of all is the one to 
M'hii*h my friend referred, and let me read to him a passage as to 
hoM’ Lord Runeiinan is regarded by tlio^e wlmm it is going to pinch. 
This is the report from the Times of the Prague ‘'ppciad correspondent. 
This is Mhat he says : 

Lord Halifax, in explainina; Lord Runoinian’s mission to the House of Lords 
leccntly, compared the problem to be solved in Czeelioalovakia with those of reconciling 
peoples of diverse race and blood, which have so often confronted the British Empire. 
This sliows how greatly the issue is nrsunder&toocl in the outer world. Tf it wore only 
a question of solving the grievances of ihe Sudetan Hermans, how simple would the 
matter be ! But it is not. The Sudetan Germans are Germany, and Hcnlein is Hitler. 
The issue is not the treatment of the Sudetan Germans ; the glittering prize is the 
political control of Prague and Ozeehoslovakia, the reduction of the Czechoslovaks to 
the status of hewers of wood and drawers of water for the Germanic family which they 
had until twenty years ago. , . . 

In other words, you want to send a man to demoralise the 
C^seeho&lovakians who wish to fight for the integrity of their State. 
If that is the mission, I can well understand it. I can easily underi- 
stand that England does not wish to fight a, war so long as other people 
take otlaer peoples’ properties and not England’s, And, therefore, I 
am not one of those ■who are going to be deluded by th^ idea — ^ Oh, we 
are the makers and the keepers of the world peace b Yes, you are the 
keepers of other peoples’ peace, you are the keepers of other peoples’ 
body and soul and properties. Then you say : Oh, India will be 
engaged in the next war, you are going to defend India’s liberty. You 
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are going to deiencl India as the property oi* England. Thai ib your 
deJinilion and idea of delending India. Therefore , when you talk of 
dei'ejiding India, bay that you are defending }Oui* property, the India, 
inblean ol saying “ Jeloiiding India and I shall be the last to a^MSl 
eitlier of the two 3i3'pocrisieb for whicli this war wage 1. 

Tlie first is, let me lieoji niy Empire so long at you can get an Enipire 
faomewhere else. Wnb that 1 have no quarrel. And says Mr. Runciman ; 

‘ You must, after all, realise that I ani here io prevent a^war. You have 
got t(i fight if you cionT come to an agreement and so on, and the red 
reason is hIho ^vel\ luiowii to my friends. France openly declared in a 
iiieetiiig that if Czechoslovakia liad any issue on this we will iigln the \var. 
England at the same tune was called upon to make a declaration of policy. 
They said : ‘ You ai'e very unwise people, you will not listen to our 
advice. We have nothing to do wdth yuu. You fight your own ^ Now’ 
that is not what I call an honesi world peace maintaining policy at all. 
Nor doe^- :t recloimd 'sory much to the prestige of the great country of 
w'hieh my friond s])eak<. But the fact remain^ that apaa.’t from the 
question of i)rineiple it is not a matter — and let us not delude ourselves 
with the idea. 

I come to my IToiioiirable friend, Mauiana Zafar Ali, and my ilonoui- 
able friend, Mr. Ghulam Bhik Nairang. They say, we do admit that 
Britain has used her forces against all Islamic fhaies hitherto. There 
are no two oi>ini()nft about it, but my Honourable friend says, w’c must 
lune an Indhni ai*mv, and then when he “^vas asked, and quite rightly 
asked, but sipqiodng diat Indian army, w’hat you call the Indian army — 
to which I shall come in n minute — ^ye^e used against some of these very 
States, he hays, I have my card, it is inside for the moment, it cannot be 
slKAvn But IJoiioii ruble jriend. Llanlaiia Zafur Ali, said more ex- 

plicitly, and I should like to read to the House so that he may see the 
paradise ho lives in. This is wdijt he said : 

lie acfiecd with the ob.rvt of ihe Bill to punish attemx^ts to dissuade any one 
fioiu enUstiufif in the Anuy ; but i\hen it came to the question of using llieso recruits 
for Inipojialist piir]>on3 fox* blowing up Palestine or bombing Waziristan or the dis- 
memberment of Arabia, tlip Bill wonld be niiseliievous. ^ ' 

A, if luy friend, aflor the Bill is passed and the would ho I’ecruit 
becomes a s«'dier — ^liis ad'Mec is fyt'inp; to be taken as to how that army is 
going to he used. Let him not flatter himself. 

(At Ibis .st'ige, Maiilana Zafar Ali Khan rose in his place.) 

X do not g’ve nay. liis advice will not be taken ; nobody will bother 
about it. My Honourable friend, may remember that tliis is not 
the kind of spacioirs argument that can satisfy any man of eoinmon 
sense. Yon may argue as you like. You may vote as you like, but do 
not tell us, “ Well we agree with you, with the grievances which, you 
and 1 have in common You seem to think that you have the strength 
to prevent those grievances being perpetuated in the future. It 
is perfectly obvious that once the anny under any excuse is mobilised in 
this country my Honourable friends would not he asked — ^they will not 
be asked when the war is declared, and of course what the strategy 
is going to take place, as to where and how the war is going to be 
fought they won’t consult you. But my Honourable friend believes in 
the wisdom of bolting the door after the horse has run away. He believes 
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in tlie wisdom of remaining in a paradise of his own where in an illusion 
he believes almost by the power of some magic or some other process, as 
soon as they come to Palesline, as soon as they do anything which is called 
Muslim in any form or in any shape, there Maul ana Zafar Ali will wipe 
a\vay the l>riti>sh army from going there. 

Maiilana Zafar Ali Khan (East Central Punjab ; Muliainmaclaii) : 
We will act and not speak. 

Mr. Bhiilabhai J. Desai : Let ns face the facts, let ns face the facts 
as men, let us face the facts like reasonable men. The Tact is, if you do 
not do it now, if you forfeit your first right and principle of persuading a 
man to do the right, you would have sold yourself and your country's 
freedom outright and once for all. Then we come to the Indian army. 
Tes, it is an Indian army, only Indian in one sense of the term. That 
poor India pays for it, and poor India provides the fodder. For when it 
comes to officering it, Indians do not exist. When it comes to using it, 
Indians do not exist, tlieir consent is n(»l required. That is the Indian 
army to which you aiv going to lend your support lest that Indian army 
should disappear. Allotv me to tell you in voting for tliis Bill you are 
coiumitting an atrocious crime on liberty, on civil liberty, knowing that the 
laws which exist in Ihe country are quite enoug!i foi* any legitimate pur- 
pose, for any legitimate suppression, for any legitimate prevention of force, 
intimidation or any other non -permissible means. But what you want to 
do is this. You want in advance to declare to the \/urld. Thert'fore, we 
won’t agree to it on principle. You must also remember as my Honour- 
able friend, Mr. Asaf Ali. has so clearly made out, — ^liave you found out 
w’hy recruits are not c. ming, on the assumption that they are not coming ! 
The only defence pointed out was this. I remember w^hen the Criminal 
Law Amendment Bill came there was a whole book of speeches circulated 
for the purpose of justifying those provisions which were incorporated in 
it, including the provisions which my Ilonourable friend pointed out were 
temporary provisions in that Act. My Ilonourable friend, Mr. Ogilvie, 
tried to refer to a speech but he dared not produce it or it did not exist. 
I do not blame him for it because he was told probably by the C. T. D. My 
Honourable friend said there were 150 meetings, 75 speakers, Youth 
Leaguers, Communists and so on and then he sat down. Such meetings 
are held today for public purpose, for leaching India the di^st principles 
of political science. The Government realise that there is no justification 
in fact for this BiU. But there is this one justification for their appre- 
hension and that is this. That the Indian man is not going to be a hire- 
ling of the future. It is that which is their fear. They have begun to 
realise, notwithstanding my Honourable friend to the contrary, who said, 
We want to sell our cotton I hope he will beep it to himself. But 
if there is going to be a war I do not want that our Indians should lay down 
their lives as they did before, like fools, lilie dupes between the years 1914 
aud 1919. We ,*^ll no longer be the dupes of this Empire. 

Therefore, the grounds on which we put our case are obvious. 
They are grounds which have no distinction between Hindu, Muslim, Jew, 
Parsee or anybody, and allow me to tell my friends that I am not going to 
imitate what they told me. It is not a matter of any personal dispute so 
far as we are concerned. It is not a matter of our saying ' No ’ because 
you my ' Yes \ We ha-ve often gone behind you wherever any of your 
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measures were tliose which suppoi-ied a nationalist policy. We have no 
amour propre, and I refuse to accept the challenge of my Honourable 
friend, Maulana Zafar Ali, when I have no perpetual or any quarrel with 
him eithei*. lie can do exactly what he likes, he is free to do what he 
likes. He told us, ‘‘ Oh ! these Congress people. The Government want 
our vote. You want our vole ” — ^like a coy maiden being wooed. What 1 
wall! them to realise is this — ^that this idea about determining or stabilising 
factor is a very poor idea indeed. And 1 wish to tell you this. 1 quite 
agree thal 55 hired individuals are available and a few more might be use- 
ful. But when the whole House is elected it \vould be a diiferent story. 
If I have cxsserled my principle and if it is lost it does not matter. If you 
assist L'^e in asserting the principle well and good and, if not, they may 
certify the Bill. But rho.se days will some day go ; this House will be an 
elected House. Thou this question of stabilisation and wooing the coy 
maiden xvoiild nol arise. Therefore, may I tell you, do not draw^ lurid 
pictures of tilings. We respect your vote. We want every vote of everj’ 
man in thi** House, but not as a matter of quarrel, not as a matter of dis- 
pute, iK't as a malter of bargain. You stand for the right, I stand for 
the right. We ar^ belli agreed tliat the use of these armies has been put 
against Islamic Stales. But I do not want to put it on that ground. I 
put it on the ground, whether a State be Islamic or Christian or any other, 
— so loiur as tho people are free and want to maintain their freedom I shall 
not be a lurty lo do])rivation of that freedom by the use of my men and 
m 3 ’' none}", 'lliat is the broad basis which we have set lo ourselves, and 
that is the lii'oad basis h}" which xve shall stand. 

'rhere Is one more point which I wish to deal with and which my 
Honourable friend, the Law Member, dealt with. The fact remains, 
examining the s])ei*i-hcs of Mr. Ogilvie, of Mr. Maxwell and others, that 
there is a ^'aiiil whisper that the Punjab Government requires this. 

Jn the first instance, even if it were true and even if it were demons- 
trated b 3 " any despatch between the two Governments produced for our 
bencht hoio, I would sldl say that it is a matter in which you cannot 
hustle and rush this House. Tliere is such a thing as the rest of the 
count ly. Ida 3 " be 3 "ou get more recruits in one area than in another and, 
1 liopo and trust, lb* 1 Punjab does not exhaust the rest of India from any 
point of view and e\ery point of view. Therot'ore, I maintain that no 
solid ease lias been made out. Not a suggestion is made of any requisition 
from the Govnmment of any other province for the purposes of this 
specious excuse foi‘ what I might call the blackest statute on the Indian 
>Statutc-boo]r, but that is not all. There is something much more that 
I wish to deal with and which I wish to present lo 3 "ou and to the House. 
It was claimefl on behalf of the Government that this legislation falls 
within what you may call the exclusive list of the Federal Legislature. I 
venture lo submit, and T should do so at very voiy short length, that it is 
a concurrent subject and being a concurrent •subject, why should this 
House undertake the responsibility of doing this dirly job for the Punjab 
Government and sacrifice its principles. I will now call attention to 
List I in the Schedule : 

1. His Majesty's naval, military and air forces home on the Indian establishment 
and any other armed force raised in India by the Crown, not being forces raised for 
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ouiployment in Indian States or militaxy or armed ppUce maint^ed ^7 f 
Governments ; any armed forces ^^hicll are not forces of His Majesty, but are attacnea 
to or opciatmg witli any of His Majesty's naval, milifcaiy or air forces borne on Ttie 
Indian establishment. * 


Then we come to Item 1 in the (Concurrent List : 

Criminal law, ii clu<»nig all mattois included in the Indian Penal Code at the 
date of the passing of this Act but excluding oflenecb against laws with respect to any 
of the matters specified in List 1 oi List II and excluding the use of His Majesty 
naval, military and air forces in aid of the civil power. 

There are laws referred to in List 1 now in the Indian Penal Code 
and that is the chapter relating to the army, naval and air force. The 
whole ilallacy underlying the argument of my friend, the Law Member, is 
this — not excluding ihe idWis but excluding things to be made laws lu 
future. Now, that f'* in short the bubstance of the whole of the fallacy 
underlying the argument. Wlial is excluded by Item No. 1 in List III is 
laws with respect to any of the matters referred to in List 1 and there are 
such laws undoubtedly. Thai is to say, if any Local Government wanted 
to amend the Indian Penal Code in i*espect of any of those sections relat- 
ing to the discipline of the army, such as desertion, harbouring, eie., etc., 
ail that could not be touched but it requires much more ingenuity and 
perliap^ Jess iiereeption to be able to accept that a thing which is not a law 
is a Jan and, therefore, should be accepted. That is the whole of the 
argument so far as I can see. Now, look at what is provided in this Bill : 


Whoever wilfully dissuades or attempts to dissuade the public or any person 


Now, those are the class of people against whom the law is intended 
to be made. So that, it deals with freedom, as 1 call it, which I enjoy 
today, to dissuade a man who is a civilian. He might be called a would- 
be recruit but that is merely an expression^ — it is the freedom of one 
civilian to persuade another civilian not to become a non-civilian. That 
is the whole of section 2, item (a). Item (b) punishes a person who 
teaches some poison to the man after his recruitment, so that after having 
joined the army he might betray the army. I must confess that if my 
Honourable friend had given the smallest attention to the most elementary 
plain language of tlie G.ode, Ihere wa« nol the smallest difficulty in his 
seeing that it is a concuiTent subject. Being a concuiTent subject, it is 
the riglit of this House, particularly when a requisition has only come 
from one single province, to say that it shall not exercise its vote. 

1 wish to call attention to the policy aiulerlying xhis matter which is 
contained in the Joint Parlisn»outaiy CoininiHee Rej>Art on i)age 145. It 
was then anticipated tlint sinole province/, in the matter of concurrent 
subjects might wish to foist their will with the only too willing support 
of the present irresponsible Government and hustle us into thh^ kind of 
legislation. 234 is the paragraph from which 1 am reading : 

There are obvious attraetious to those who wish to see the freedom and 
initiative of the Provinces as unfettered as possible in an attempt to ensure by pro- 
visions in the Constitution Act that the powers of the Centre in the eoucurront field 
are to be capable of use only where an all-India nceessitv is established, and where 
the miactment in question can appropriately he, and in fact is, applied to every 
province. We are clearly of opinion that such a restriction, apart from the prospect 
of litigation which it opens up, w^ould tend to defeat the objects we have had in view 
in revising the List of concurrent subjects. Por similar reasons we should stronglv 
L278LAB 



788 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[:’2NDArG 1938. 


IMr. Bhulabhai J. Desai.J 

deprecate any provision requiring the prior assent of the provinees, oi of a nuijority 
of them, as a condition precedent to the exercise by the Cenlie of its x>owers in this 
field or the condition suggested in the White Paper that the Centn' is to be debaired 
from so using its powers in respect of a concurrent subject as to 3nii)oso financial 
obJigalion on the Provinecs. Wo recognise that, in practice, it will he impossible for 
the Ccntie to utilise its powers in the concuirent hold without satisfying itself in 
advance that the Governments to whose territories a projected measure ivill apply 
are, m fact, satisfied wdth its piovisions and are prepared, in cases where it will throw 
extra burdens upon provincial resources, to loconimend to their own Legislatuios the 
provision of the necessary supply.’^ 

I am aware that my Honourable Mend, Mr. Jinnali, asked a <iuestion 
and I think my friend, Mr. Nairang, refeiTed to an amendment which 
stands in his name, namel3^ that every province will apply the provisions 
of this Bill as it likes. Have you translated in your own mind what is 
the meaning of such a provision in practice. I have never known a piece 
of legislation of this type in which the provisions are to apply immediately 
to one province and the other provinces will apply them at their will and 
pleasure. This is an extraordinarily funny [)iece of legislation that we 
are asked to enact. Let the province which wants it, in the exercise of 
its power, create an ofi^ence and then apply it to its own territories but 
the fact remains that the rest of the countiy have not made any requisi- 
tion for a Bill of this kind. That is enough for our purpo'*'es. It is only 
the Punjab Government which has been consulted so far a& 1 am aware 
and the motion which stands in our name is an exceedingly simple and 
modest motion. After all let us see what the rest of the Indian })rovinces 
have got to say. 

Now, if it is going to be a law for recruiting for the whole of India, I 
5 p.M. hoipie the Marathi and all the other recruiting areas, 

which are not within Ihe sacred precincts of the 
Punjab, are not to be altogether left out of consideration for the purposes 
of this Bill. I daresay it might be today that that is so but I hope that 
is not going to be the case in future. Therefore, the motion tha t we stand 
for is of an exceedingly modest character. Government have made out 
no case ; they themselves almost confess that they cannot produce an 
iota of evidence except for a few socialistic and other meetings which were 
alluded to by my Honourable friend, Mr. Maxwell. Beyond that, they 
have produced no evidence. There is nothing in support of rushing this 
measure through this House and we, therefore, ask at aU events that we 
may have another opportunity, first of knowing what the Indian opinion 
is, and having known that, to what extent this matter of principles stands 
in the light of proved necessity, — and whether or not one of the ele- 
mentary principles of human liberty, that of persuading one civilian by 
another to do so and so and not to do what he is not obliged to do except 
under peril of a punishment like this — ^is violated. One word more, Sir, 
and I have finished. The fact remains that they visualise a war — will 
appep from the Statement of Objects and l^asons. Now we Would never 
be willing parties to such a war, for we realize that the Empire in that 
sense stanefe for quite different ideas and ideals and of which we have 
been the victims for quite a long time. Sir^ I am not one of those who 
wish to he perpetual slaves of Britain because some of my friends tell 
me, Oh, if Britain goes, Japan comes ’’ ; at all events, so far as I am 
concerned, I am one of those who believe at least in trying to carry on a 
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struggle ourselves, instead of perpetually remaining on as slaves lest an- 
other man may deprive you of your liberty. It is one of those specious 
arguments which we are accustomed to listening to, “ Oh, but there is 
fear all-round, how are we going to behave ? Are we not patriot ? 
Sir, let us at all events be men. We have learnt to be men and wc axe 
not merely going by a certain argument and to ensnare our minds and 
our own heari.s in order that we may justify our own slavery, v/n the 
strength of that one argument I am going to appeal to you, therefore, that 
we are entitled to time and this House is entitled to time. But apart 
from any question of time I say that, whatever the excuse given, anybody 
who votes for this BiH, modified or unmodified, sells India’s freedom and 
betrays India’s birth-right. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Tuesday, 
the 23rd August, 1938. 
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